BRINGING YOUR
NEW DOG HOME
Preparation and patience are the keys to
building a happy relationship.

Check out our other brochures:


Introducing Dogs to Dogs



Introducing Dogs to Cats



How To Housetrain Your Dog Or
Puppy

Building a good plan and making it
workable for your lifestyle and for the
dog will help your new dog make a successful adjustment to your home and
life.
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Tips for
Dog Owners

Info provided by:

Gather supplies.
Prepare the things your dog will need in advance:








a collar or harness and a leash
Food and bowls for food and water
a bed

Use training to create a happy home.
Dogs need order and a good role model. Be consistent
with the rules you set for your dog, so the dog understands what is expected of him or her. When you catch
them doing something they shouldn't, don't lose your

some toys and treats
identification tag with your phone number

cool. Stay calm but stop the bad behavior immediately.

a crate

shouldn’t have, immediately remove it from the dog’s

Prepare for housetraining.

For example, if the dog is chewing on something it
mouth with a stern “no,” but avoid becoming upset with
the dog. Always reward the dog with praise when they

Patience is key.

Assume your new dog is not housetrained and work from

do well so they know they are on the right track. Sign up

there. Be consistent and maintain a routine. A little extra

for a local dog obedience class if possible, to help you

Finally, remember to temper your expectations.

effort on your part to come home straight from work each

learn more ways to bond with your dog and ways to

Life with you is a different experience for your

day will pay off in easier, faster housetraining. Always

keep your dog a successful member of society.

new companion, with new rules and expecta-

reward with lots of praise when your new dog goes to the
bathroom outside. Avoid punishing accidents, as this will

Let the games begin.

only confuse the dog rather than help with training.

Dogs enjoy participating in activities with their owners.

Give them a crate.

These activities can be physical, such as playing fetch,

A crate may look like the dog equivalent of a jail cell, but
dogs instinctively like to den and a crate can become a
positive place when introduced properly! It makes housetraining and obedience-training easier and saves your dog
from the headache of engaging in problem behavior. Of

taking walks, or jogging. Or they can be mental activities, such as training or learning tricks and puzzles.
Once you and your dog have adjusted to each other, you
can also consider social activities, such as taking your
dog to meet people and pets in dog-friendly settings.

course, you won't want to crate your dog all day or all

The better you get to know your individual dog, the more

night, or they will consider it a jail cell. Just a few hours a

you’ll be able to know if he or she prefers physical, men-

day should be sufficient and you should work up to that in

tal, or social activities– or a combination of them!

small increments.
The crate should be roomy enough to allow your dog to
stand up, turn around, and sit comfortably in normal posture. Avoid exposed wires that could jab eyes or wires
with spacing that would allow the collar, tags, or paws to
get caught. If a crate isn't an option, consider some sort
of confinement to a dog-proofed part of your home, such
as part of the kitchen or a family room, sectioned off with
a baby gate or dog-specific gate.

tions that are a lot to learn all at once. Try to
keep that in mind and give them time to adjust
and room to make mistakes while learning, like
we all do with something new. With patience
and consistency, you'll soon find out that you've
made a friend for life. No one will ever greet you
with as much enthusiasm or provide you with as
much unqualified love and loyalty as your dog.
Be patient and understanding, and you will be
amply rewarded.

