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After 780 days of being active, the state of emergency in Orange
County enacted due to COVID-19 is oIcially going to expire.
The county government shared on Saturday that because of steady
data trends and lessened strain on health care systems, local
leadership will allow the order to expire at 5 p.m. on Sunday. This
Qts with the timeline announced by Orange County in March, which
established the date of May 1 during the state of emergency’s
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latest update — but left the option to extend it further available for
county oIcials.
The order, which allowed local governments to organize a virus
response, receive federal COVID-19 relief and move meetings to
virtual settings, was initially declared on March 13, 2020. It came
just more than one week after North Carolina recorded its Qrst
case of the coronavirus, which spread rapidly across the state over
the next two years. Extended more than a dozen times and
modiQed several times to reZect mask requirements and
recommendations to stay at home, the declaration is the longest
state of emergency in Orange County’s history.
The order’s expiration means that face masks will no longer be
required in some indoor settings — a holdover from when the
widespread mandate was lifted in March — including public
transportation. Meetings of elected oIcials will also now be largely
held in-person again, although some of the local governments
already transitioned back to the method in recent weeks.
In Saturday’s release, Orange County Health Director Quintana
Stewart suggested people still be conscious of wearing masks in
crowded areas to mitigate COVID-19’s ongoing spread.
“Wearing a mask is most beneQcial in crowded or poorly ventilated
locations,” Stewart said. “Wearing a well-Qtted mask over the nose
and mouth in indoor travel or public transportation settings
protects the individual wearing the mask and those around them,
including those who are immunocompromised, unvaccinated or
not yet vaccine-eligible. This helps to keep travel and public
transportation safer for everyone.”
When speaking with 97.9 The Hill in early April, Stewart said she
believes it will be important for the Orange County community to
be aware of the virus’ presence and threat to those who are not
immunized or vaccinated.
Still, she said she was optimistic about how despite COVID-19 cases
continuing to pop up, the dominant variants of the virus were not
causing elevated hospitalizations.
“We still have COVID cases in our community,” said Stewart.
“However, what we are seeing is [that] disease severity is not as
bad. We’re not seeing as bad of an impact on the hospital system.
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Here in Orange County, we’re not seeing a huge number of deaths
like we once saw during the pandemic. So, I feel like we have
Qgured some things out.”
The North Carolina Department of Heath and Human Services
reported its latest update of COVID-19 data on Wednesday. With
the BA.2 variant now almost exclusively the strain reported in new
cases, the state also is seeing an uptick of virus particles found in
wastewater — a newer data point meant to forecast potential
spread. The state health department still recommends people wear
masks in high-risk settings, like health care facilities, correctional
facilities and homeless shelters.
There is still one state of emergency declaration in ecect: the
statewide order. Gov. Roy Cooper declared it in March 2020, but
recently extended its span by signing an executive order in early
April. Cooper said at the time the measure, which speciQcally
aimed to help health care workers maintain resources for treating
COVID-19 patients, was necessary to keep a “sustained decline” of
new cases.
Chapelboro.com does not charge subscription fees, and you
can directly support our e8orts in local journalism here. Want
more of what you see on Chapelboro? Let us bring free local news
and community information to you by signing up for our biweekly
newsletter.
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Orange County, N.C., Proposes Raising Property Tax
County Manager Bonnie Hammersley has proposed raising the
property tax by 1.25 cents to 83.12 cents per $100 in assessed
property value to fund the $312.3 million proposed budget and to help
pay the county’s debt.
May 4, 2022 • Tammy Grubb, The Herald-Sun

(TNS) — Orange County, N.C., homeowners could pay more in property taxes
next year as part of a $312.3 million proposed budget presented Tuesday to the
county commissioners.
The county and its residents have adapted "to unprecedented change" in work,
technology, health care and civic life, Orange County Manager Bonnie
Hammersley said in her budget message. The focus now is on personal and
economic recovery, she added.
"The recommended budget reflects optimism for the future and improves upon
the county's resilience while addressing the economic realities facing the
county today," Hammersley said.
The 2022-23 budget includes $258.1 million for daily operating costs — a $24.1
million increase over this year's budget. It would take effect July 1.
https://www.governing.com/finance/orange-county-n-c-proposes-raising-property-tax
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The budget would raise the property tax rate by 1.25 cents to 83.12 cents per
$100 in assessed property value. It also uses $2.6 million in county savings to
fill the gap between available revenues and planned spending.
The additional penny would add $2.2 million to the local schools budget,
County Manager Bonnie Hammersley told the county commissioners. The
other quarter-cent would help pay the county's debt, which could fall slightly
next year to $38 million.
Roughly $40.6 million of the proposed budget would cover big-ticket
purchases, including construction projects and new vehicles.
Multiple Challenges, ARPA Money
Hammersley noted the budget was drafted with several conditions in mind,
from rising prices for fuel and other goods to a labor market shortage and
regional competition for quality employees. Inflation continues to grow, after
showing 8.5 percent growth between March 2021 and March 2022 — the
largest 12-month increase since December 1981, she said.
Sales tax revenues also continue to climb, with a second year of double digit
increases. However, Hammersley urged caution in planning for next year,
noting the economy could slow down and the Federal Reserve could raise
interest rates to counter inflation.
Still, the county anticipates having an extra $16 million next year to meet its
challenges, wean some programs off federal grant money, and invest more
dollars in education and public safety, Hammersley said.
The budget also is focused on staff turnover, which grew from a rate of 8.7
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percent last year to 13.5 percent this year, Hammersley said. Emergency
Medical Services and the Orange County Sheriff's Office could see the biggest
increase in staffing, with eight new Emergency Medical Technicians, four
paramedic trainees, and 15 new detention officers proposed.
Additional money also is slated for education, with roughly $93.6 million to
fund the Chapel Hill-Carrboro City Schools and Orange County Schools. The
total is about $10.9 million less than the districts asked for this year. But the
proposed spending — $4,808 per pupil — would represent the highest per
pupil increase in the county's history, she said.
The county also will continue to spend its $28.8 million share of federal
American Rescue Plan Act funding, with $10 million being used to bring highspeed broadband service to underserved homes and businesses.
Another $12.3 million has been earmarked for social services and housing,
including a locator system and helpline, landlord incentive program,
emergency housing and efforts to end homelessness. The county also
anticipates using $540,000 to continue a state childcare subsidy program that
started during the COVID-19 pandemic. The program is expected to end in
June.
That would leave about $4.8 million available for future needs, Hammersley
said.
A plan for spending federal ARPA dollars must be in place by Dec. 31, 2024, and
all the money has to be spent by Dec. 31, 2026.
What About Property Taxes?
The commissioners have talked with county staff for several years about how
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to pay for long-term building and other capital needs, including over $300
million in delayed school repairs and renovations in both districts.
In 2020, the county delayed a planned 1.67-cent tax-rate increase because of
the pandemic. The commissioners then raised the tax rate last year by 3 cents,
following a property revaluation. ARPA dollars allowed the county to delay an
additional 1.15-cent increase.
This year, the rate could grow 1.25 cents, from the current 81.87 cents per $100
in assessed property value to 83.12 cents.
That would generate a $2,909.20 county property tax bill for the owner of a
home valued at $350,000 — an increase of $43.75. Property owners in the
towns and the Chapel Hill- Carrboro school district pay additional property
taxes.
The commissioners also set the city schools property tax rate, which
Hammersley recommended keeping at 18.30 cents per $100 in assessed
property value.
A penny on the county's tax rate generates roughly $2.2 million.
Chapel Hill-Carrboro, Orange County Schools Funding
The Chapel Hill-Carrboro and Orange County Schools would share $93.6
million in local funding next year, in addition to state and a small amount of
federal money.
The $4.3 million increase over this year's budget would give the districts $4,808
in local dollars for each student — a $441 increase.
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The county allocates local dollars based on each school system's student
enrollment. Chapel Hill- Carrboro would receive 58.8 percent of the local
dollars, or $55 million. Orange County Schools would get 41.2 percent, or $38.6
million.
The county budget also spends $28 million on school construction,
maintenance and technology projects, as well as $3.7 million for school
resource officers in the middle and high schools, and nurses in all the schools.
School board members said in a recent joint meeting with the commissioners
that the requested budget increase is largely aimed at boosting employee
salaries and support services for students facing social, emotional and
academic challenges following the COVID shutdown.
The city schools would receive $25.1 million more from the district tax.
Property owners who live in the county school district do not pay a school
district tax.
What About County Employees?
Staff salaries and benefits account for over 71 percent of the county's expenses
after paying for schools.
Next year's proposed budget includes a 3 percent pay increase for all county
employees. They have gone two years without a raise. The county also will
increase its living wage for all permanent and temporary employees to $15.85
an hour, an increase of 45 cents.
Another $426,000 is budgeted for performance awards, which could add up to
50 cents an hour to an employee's salary, and the county also will resume
travel for conferences and training, at an estimated cost of $514,202.
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Nearly $1.8 million in additional spending will cover increases in employee
health, retirement and disability benefits. Money also is budgeted for new jobs
in several departments, including animal services, the Local Reentry Council,
parks, social services, and the Orange County Health Department.
Other Budget Highlights
— Six fire departments — Damascus, Efland, Eno, New Hope, Orange Grove
and Southern Triangle — have asked for increases of a penny or more in the
tax rates charged to residents who live in their fire service districts.
— The cost for a COVID vaccination or booster shot through the Orange County
Health Department would cost $65 each. The shots now are provided for free.
— Rental fees are established for special events, weddings, and the
amphitheater under construction at Blackwood Farm Park on N.C. 86.
— The fees charged when an ambulance responds to an emergency call or to
take someone to the hospital would increase after more than 10 years without
an adjustment. The per mile rate for an ambulance ride would grow from
$7.50 to $12 per mile.
What's Next
— The commissioners will hold budget public hearings on May 10 and June 2.
— Work sessions to discuss parts of the budget are scheduled for May 12, May
19, May 26 and June 9, when the commissioners will consider any amendments
and cast a preliminary vote to approve the budget.
— The final vote to adopt the 2022-23 budget is June 21.
https://www.governing.com/finance/orange-county-n-c-proposes-raising-property-tax
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(c)2022 The Herald-Sun (Durham, N.C.) Distributed by Tribune Content Agency,
LLC.
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Members of the Carolina COVID-19 Student Services Corps volunteer at the Frank Porter Graham Union testing site on Nov. 5.
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By Madi Kirkman
May 6, 2022 | 10:27pm EDT

Starting on May 9, the Carolina Together Testing Program will be closed, according to a campus-wide announcement
from the Carolina Together Testing Program Team on Friday.
This comes 20 months after the University first o!ered free, voluntary testing for students at designated locations in
September of 2020.
Enrolled students who are symptomatic or would like to be tested after May 9 should contact Campus Health, which
will be open for in-person visits from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Monday through Friday. Faculty and sta! looking to get tested
should contact their physician’s o"ce.
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“The number of students seeking COVID-19 tests at the Carolina Union has dropped as self-test kits are widely
available, and we will have fewer students on campus this summer than we do now,” the email said.
However, the University said it has made more low-cost at-home COVID-19 tests available at the Campus Health
Pharmacy, the Student Stores Pharmacy and in Carolina Union and Rams Head Recreation Center vending machines.
Additionally, vaccines, boosters and anti-viral treatments are available at Campus Health.
The University will also remove the temporary tent pavilions around campus after Commencement.
This announcement comes after the University’s mask mandate was lifted on March 7, in line with guidance from the
UNC System and Orange County Health Department. This made masks optional in University buildings but still
required them in all University healthcare settings and on Chapel Hill Transit.

On March 14, Carolina Testing hours were reduced and testing became walk-in only. Testing at the Student Union
was then only available Monday, Wednesday and Friday.
The University also replaced the University COVID-19 dashboard with links to external dashboards that show local,
state and federal COVID trends, according to an announcement from April 6.
The University’s COVID-19 Community Standards have not changed:
Stay up to date with your COVID-19 vaccines
Masks are optional
Practice healthy habits
Be respectful of others
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The University will continue to monitor local and national trends and adjust its operations as needed in consultation
with public health and infectious disease experts, UNC Media Relations said in an email.
@madikirk31
university@dailytarheel
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