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Section 50-116 
 
(Section 9.1 
Same Intent 
section of existing 
Ordinance) 

 
Intent.   
 
The purpose of this Section is to regulate the type, placement and physical 
dimensions of all signs in the interest of public health, safety and welfare, 
while recognizing the need for signs within the business community. 
 
It is the intent of this section to regulate signs on a per lot basis in conjunction 
with the zoning designation of the lot as described on the current tax roll 
weather a sign is directly visible from a street right-of-way or not.  
 

 
Section 50-116 (a) 
 
(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.7 of the 
Ordinance.  Staff 
has expanded on 
the submittal 
requirements) 

 
Permit Requirements.   
 
No sign of any type nor any part thereof shall be erected, painted, posted, 
reposted, placed, replaced, or hung in any zoning district except in 
compliance with these regulations.   
 
In order to erect a sign, an applicant must submit an application for a Zoning 
Compliance Permit in accordance with the provisions of Articles Fourteen 
(14) and Twenty-one (21) of the Zoning Ordinance and the following specific 
standards: 
 

1. Application Materials. Each application for a Zoning Compliance 
Permit for a sign shall be made in writing and shall contain or have 
attached the following information: 

 
a) A drawing to scale showing the design of the sign, including 

dimensions, method of attachment of support, source of 
illumination and showing the relationship to any building or 
structure to which it is or is proposed to be installed; 

 
b) A plot plan drawn to scale indicating the location of the sign 

relative to property lines, easements, buildings, streets and 
other on-premise signs; 

 
c) Sign copy shall be submitted for all proposed signs to the 

Planning department for review and approval.  No sign shall 
have lewd or lascivious letters, words, or characters 
designating the same.   

 
d) Sign plans shall be submitted to the Planning Department for 

approval prior to the Building Inspector issuing a Building 
Permit.  A record of such applications and actions taken shall 

Article Nine (9) – Signs:   
Proposed new regulations becoming Section 50-116 of the UDO 
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be kept in the Planning Department. 
 

2. No person shall erect or maintain a sign, and no property owner shall 
allow a sign to be erected or maintained on his property except in 
conformity with these regulations. 

 
3. A permit shall be required for change of copy of an existing sign, for 

any sign when the use of the premises changes, or when an existing 
sign is altered, however no permit will be required for change of copy 
on a changeable message or reader board sign. 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (b) 
 
(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.6 of the 
Ordinance.  Staff 
has expanded on 
the signs not 
subject to permit 
requirements) 

 
Zoning Permit not required.   
 
The following signs shall be permitted in all districts unless indicated 
otherwise.  No Zoning Compliance Permit shall not be required for the 
following signs: 
 

1. Signs erected by a governmental agency to regulate, control, or direct 
vehicular or pedestrian traffic; 

 
2. Legal notices, warnings, regulatory or informational signs erected by a 

public agency; 
 
3. Signs required by law; 
 
4.  “No trespassing” signs not exceeding six (6) square feet in area;  
 
5. Typical four (4) square foot standard real estate signs; 
 
6. Flags, emblems or insignia of any national, state or political 

subdivision; 
 
7. Property number signs not exceeding two (2) square foot in area and 

bearing only address numbers of premises or other identification of 
premises not having commercial connotations; 

 
8. Holiday decorations in season that do not contain or display a 

commercial message; 
 
9. Product dispensers and trash receptacles; 
 
10. Hazardous chemical identification/notification signs on residential and 

non-residential structures; 
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11. Mailboxes and newspaper boxes; 
 
12. Private drive signs, one (1) per drive entrance, not exceeding two (2) 

square feet in area, with the message content limited to the words 
"Private Drive" and the address of any residences utilizing the private 
roadway; 

 
13. Security and warning signs posted on private property warning the 

public against trespassing, or similar messages, provided that any such 
sign does not exceed two (2) square feet in area. 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (c) 
 
(Currently these 
regulations are 
spread throughout 
the existing 
Ordinance.   
 
Staff has grouped 
these various 
standards into one 
(1) central section 
and has expanded 
on the prohibited 
list of signs to 
address other 
concerns) 

 
Signs Prohibited in All Districts.    
 
The following signs are prohibited in all zoning districts: 
 

1. Advertising signs resembling traffic signals, traffic signs, emergency 
vehicles’ flashing lights, non-governmental sanctioned signs utilizing 
the words ‘stop’, ‘slow’, ‘caution’, ‘danger’, or any sign that is likely to 
be misconstrued by the traveling public as being official governmental 
signs or emergency warnings or which by their distracting nature create 
a hazard to motorists; 

2. Signs, except for off-premises signs allowed under this Section, 
advertising an activity, business, product or service no longer 
conducted on the premises upon which the sign is located.  Such 
signage shall be removed within ninety (90) days from the date of 
termination of such activity.  Upon failure of the owner to remove such 
signs within the prescribed time, the Planning Director shall take 
appropriate legal action to have such sign removed; 

3. Flashing, blinking, pulsating, and portable signs or signs with moving 
parts except for signs showing time of day and temperature that are part 
of an approved sign advertising a permitted business activity on a 
parcel of property; 

4. Signs with electronic moveable copy or other similar electronic 
displays; 

5. Signs, other than traffic, governmental, street name signs, or other 
official governmental or public agency sign, shall not be permitted 
within any street right-of-way; 

6. Roof signs; 

7. Three-dimensional signs; 

8. Beacon lights, animated signs, trailer signs and snipe signs; 
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9. Portable signs; 

10. Signs supported in whole or in part by water, gas, air, or could 
otherwise be designated as inflatable signs; 

11. Signs mounted on a single poll or mast; 

12. No sign shall be erected that contains rotating sign panels. 

13. No sign shall be permitted that obstructs ingress and egress to any door, 
window, fire escape, stairway, ladder, or other opening intended to 
provide light, air, ingress, or egress for any room or building. 

14. No sign shall be permitted that violates any provision of any law of the 
State of North Carolina relative to outdoor advertising. 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (d) 
 
 
(Currently these 
allowances are 
contained within 
two (2) sections, 
Section 9.6 and 
Section 9.12, of the 
Ordinance.   
 
Staff has grouped 
these standards 
and expanded on 
the signs that can 
be located 
throughout the 
County subject to 
the issuance of a 
permit) 

 
Signs Permitted in All Districts.    
 
The following signs are permitted in all districts, but a Zoning Compliance 
Permit shall be necessary and, in addition to the requirements of this 
Ordinance, the following additional standards shall apply: 
 

1. Permanent Identification Signs.  Permanent subdivision, multi-family, 
mobile home courts, and school identification signs shall not exceed 
thirty-two (32) square feet in area.  Such signs shall be placed so as not 
to obstruct the view of traffic and may be illuminated in such a fashion 
so as not to affect the view of motorists.  Such developments shall be 
limited to two (2) signs at each point of ingress/egress.   

2. Non Profit Organizations.  Signs advertising non-profit organizations 
on premise shall not exceed twelve (12) square feet and not display any 
advertising matter or logo or be illuminated on the property.   

3. Signs advertising Churches and/or public bulletin boards/reader boards 
located on premises shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.  
Such bulletin boards/reader boards may be internally illuminated.   

4. Off-Premise Religious Complex Signs.  Signs identifying the name or 
location of a church remote from the location of the religious complex, 
provided that such sign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area and 
is placed on a legal lot of record.  No such sign shall be illuminated or 
contain moving parts.  The Planning department shall require a 
notarized statement from all owners of a parcel of property allowing 
the off-premise sign to be erected on their property.  There shall be only 
one (1) off-premise religious complex signs allowed per parcel of off-
site property.  The placement of a sign shall be treated as an accessory 
use of property. 

5. Agricultural Products Produced On-Premises.  Signs advertising 
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agricultural products produced on the premises, shall not exceed thirty-
two (32) square feet.  These signs shall be limited to two (2) signs per 
parcel and shall be temporary in nature.   

6. Temporary Construction Signs and Financial Institution Signs.  
Temporary construction signs and financial institution signs may be 
displayed in commercial and industrial districts, not to exceed two (2) 
signs per building site, and shall not exceed twenty-four (24) square 
feet per sign.  If the building site has more than one hundred (100) 
linear feet of road frontage, an additional one-quarter (1/4) square foot 
may be added for each one (1) linear foot of road frontage.  Such signs 
shall be erected only after a Building Permit authorizing construction 
has been issued and must be removed within seven (7) days after 
construction work has been completed and the building occupancy 
permit has been issued.   

7. Directional/Informational Signs may be displayed on parcels of 
property utilized for non-residential purposes, not to exceed two (2) 
square feet in area, and may contain corporate logos or other similar 
graphical displays so long as they provide some necessary information 
to patrons (i.e. entrance and exit locations, one-way entrance ways, 
drive through entranceways, ATM location, etc.).  A maximum of three 
(3) directional/informational signs may be displayed on a non-
residential parcel of property. 

8. Temporary Real Estate Signs.   Temporary real estate signs may be 
displayed in commercial and industrial districts, one (1) sign per 
building site not to exceed twenty-four (24) square feet per sign.  If the 
building site has more than one hundred (100) feet of road frontage, an 
additional one quarter (1/4) square foot may be added for each (2) 
linear feet of road frontage over 100 feet.  Such sign must be removed 
after property has been transferred.  Such signs shall not be placed 
within any public street right-of-way. 

9. Landmark Signs.  Such signs shall be erected only after the historical 
significance of the particular site has been verified and that proposed 
location of the sign has been approved by the Orange County Planning 
Department and all other related agencies (i.e. NC Department of 
Transportation). 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (e) 
 
(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.2  (a)  of 
the Ordinance) 

 
Traffic Safety Precautions.   
 
Notwithstanding other provisions of this Ordinance, no sign shall be erected 
so that any part of the sign, or its support structure, shall intrude into the sight 
preservation triangle as referenced in Section 6.8 of the Orange County 
Zoning Ordinance and as shown below: 



      6 
 

 
 
 
 
(Staff has proposed 
modifying the 
existing drawing 
contained within 
the Sign 
regulations to 
properly reference 
the standards 
already existing 
within the Zoning 
Ordinance) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sec 50-116 (f) 
 
 
(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.3 of the 
Ordinance) 

 
Prohibited Locations for Signs.   
 
Except where specifically permitted by this Ordinance, all signs, including 
their support frames, shall not be located within any required setback area or 
public right-of-way, nor shall any sign be attached, affixed, or painted upon 
any utility poles, governmental signs, trees, rocks, or other similar natural 
object within the public right-of-way.  No sign shall be permitted on the side 
street frontage of a corner building if such building is located within one 
hundred (100) feet of a residential district.   
 

 
Sec 50-116 (g) 
 
(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.4 of the 
Ordinance) 

 
Illuminated Signs.   
 
No illuminated sign shall be so designed or placed that direct or reflected 
light or glare constitutes a hazard or annoyance to motorists or occupants of 
adjoining properties.  Signs shall be illuminated in accordance with the 
Orange County Lighting Ordinance. 
 

 
Sec 50-116 (h) 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Determination of Sign Area.   
 
For the purposes of this ordinance, the area of display surface of a sign shall 
be computed as including the entire area visible from any one (1) point, 
within a regular geometric from or combination or forms, comprising all of 
the display area of the surface and including all of the elements within the 
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(Currently 
contained within 
Section 9.10 of the 
Ordinance. 
 
Staff has modified 
these standards 
and included a 
graphic example 
outlining the 
process) 

display area and the sign frame.  This includes lattice work, frame, border 
molding, lettering and display area incidental to the sign’s decoration but does 
not include structural members or other support mechanisms not bearing 
advertisement material. In the case of wall-mounted signs without a border or 
frame, the surface area shall include such reasonable and proportionate space 
as would be required if a border or frame were used: 
 
Examples: 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (i) 
 
(This combines 
provisions from the 
current Sign Table 
and other 
standards 
governing the 
number of overall 
height of signs into 
one (1) section) 

 
Specific Standards for Signs: 
 
The following development standards shall be required of all identified signs 
within existing zoning districts: 
 

1. On-Premise, Commercial Signs.  These signs shall comply with all 
state and county building codes and the National Electric Code.  
Clearance of signs is required from high voltage power lines and signs 
shall be located in such a way that they will maintain horizontal and 
vertical clearance of all overhead electrical conductors in accordance 
with the National Electric Code specifications, provided that no sign 
shall be installed closer than ten (10) feet horizontally or vertically 
from any conductor or public utility guy wire.  On-premise 
Commercial Signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisions 
of this Ordinance and provided that the following standards are 
adhered to: 

a. On-premise signs shall be permitted within the following 
zoning districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, OI, EI, I-1, I-
2, I-3, AS, ED, 

b. All on-premise, commercial signs shall be setback ten (10) feet 
from the front, side, and rear property lines or the edge of any 
existing or projected street right-of-way line which ever is 
greater.  In cases where a property abuts a residential zoned 
parcel of property, the side or rear yard setback requirement 
shall be doubled. 
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c. One (1) on-premise sign shall be permitted per parcel even in 
cases of a corner lot. 

d. The height of an on-premise sign shall not exceed twenty-four 
(24) feet in height from the grade of the right-of-way or 
surface grade beneath the sign, whichever is less.  The 
clearance of a ground or pole on-premise sign shall not be less 
than eight (8) feet from the grade of the right-of-way or 
finished grade beneath the sign, whichever is less.   

e. The allowable area for on-premise signs shall be based on the 
following formula:  one (1) square foot of on-premise sign area 
for every point five (.50) linear feet of building with direct 
frontage along a public right-of-way not to exceed sixty-four 
(64) square feet in area.  With properties that have over one 
hundred fifty (150) feet of road frontage, an on-premise sign 
can have one (1) additional square foot of sign area for every 
foot of street frontage over one hundred fifty (150) up to a 
maximum of ninety-six (96) square feet in area.   

In cases where a building is located along a corner lot, where 
there are two (2) right-of-ways, the applicant can only utilize 
the building fronting along the right-of-way where the sign is 
proposed to be located to compute allowable sign area. 

An example of the following regulation is as follows: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The allowable size of the proposed sign is based on the 
amount of linear frontage the               portion of the building 
has along a street.  The property owner has the ability to erect 
additional signage along the other sides of the building but 
shall be limited to only one (1) on-premise pole or ground 

Proposed Sign 

Non-residential 
Building  

Street 
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mounted sign. 
 
f.   The on-premise sign can contain a section intended to allow for 

a reader board or a changeable copy sign as defined herein.  In 
cases where such separation is proposed the total sign area 
shall be limited to the allowable area defined in subsection (e) 
above.   

 
g. No on-premise sign shall be oriented is such a manner as to be 

directly visible from a major transportation corridor as outlined 
in Section 4.2.31 of the Orange County Zoning Ordinance. 

 
 
 

 

2. Off-Premise, Commercial Signs.  These signs shall comply with all 
state and county building codes and the National Electric Code.  
Clearance of signs is required from high voltage power lines and signs 
shall be located in such a way that they will maintain horizontal and 
vertical clearance of all overhead electrical conductors in accordance 
with the National Electric Code specifications, provided that no sign 
be installed closer than ten (10) feet horizontally or vertically from 
any conductor or public utility guy wire.  On-premise Commercial 
Signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance and provided that the following standards are adhered to: 
Off-premise Commercial Signs shall be erected in accordance with the 
provisions of this Ordinance and provided that the following standards 
are adhered to: 

a. Off-premise signs (billboards) shall be permitted within the 
GC-4, EC-5, I-1, and I-2 zoning districts. 

b. No electric tap outs allowing for an independent light source to 
receive power shall be allowed. 

c. Off-premise signs shall be considered the principal use of 
property.  There shall be no additional principal uses allowed 
on the same parcel.  Off-premise signs shall not be allowed as 
accessory uses. 

d. No off-premise sign shall be located closer than two hundred 
(200) feet from the right-of-way of major thoroughfares (i.e. 
US 70, NC 86, NC 40, and NC 57) and six hundred (600) feet 
from the right-of-way for all other thoroughfares and streets. 

e. The height of an off-premise sign shall not exceed twenty-five 
(25) feet from the grade of the right-of-way or surface grade 
beneath the sign, whichever is less.  The clearance of an off-
premise sign shall not be less than eight (8) feet from the grade 
of the right-of-way or surface grade beneath the sign, 
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whichever is less. 

f. Off-premise signs shall be limited to four hundred eighty (480) 
square feet of sign area. 

g. In no case shall an off-premise sign be located closer than one 
thousand (1,000) feet to an existing off-premise sign.   

h. Off-premise signs shall be prohibited within the Major 
Transportation Corridor (MTC) overlay district. 

i. No person may, for the purpose of increasing or enhancing the 
visibility of any off-premises sign, damage, trim, destroy, or 
remove any trees, shrubs, or other vegetation located: 

(1) Within the right-of-way of any public street or road, unless 
the work is done pursuant to the express written 
authorization of the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation; 

(2) On property that is not under the ownership or control of 
the person doing or responsible for such work, unless the 
work is done pursuant to the express authorization of the 
person owning the property where such trees or shrubs are 
located; and, 

(3) In any area where such trees or shrubs are required to 
remain under a permit issued under this Ordinance. 

 
  

3. Wall Signs shall either be mounted or painted on a building.  All wall 
signs shall be internally illuminated and comply with all applicable 
state and county building codes and the National Electric Code.  Wall 
Signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance and provided that the following standards are adhered to: 

 
a. Wall Signs shall be permitted within the following zoning 

districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, OI, EI, I-1, I-2, I-3, 
AS, ED, 

 
b. All wall signs shall be setback minimum of ten (10) feet from 

the side of the building on which it is mounted. 
 

c. Wall signs shall not protrude more that twelve (12) inches 
from the side of building on which it is mounted. 

 
d. Only one (1) wall sign shall be permitted per individual 

building facade.  In cases where a building is located on a 
corner lot, a property owner may be allowed to erect an 
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additional wall sign on the additional building wall facing the 
second street right-of-way subject to the requirements of this 
Ordinance.  Under no circumstances may a wall sign be 
located on the same building face. 

 
e. The allowable area for wall signs to occupy on a building shall 

be based on the following formula:  one (1) square foot of wall 
sign or projecting signs area for every point five (.50) linear 
feet of building along a public right-of-way not to exceed 
thirty-two (32) square feet in area.   

 
f. A changeable copy sign can be utilized as a wall signs. 

 
g. Wall signs shall not extend above the soffit, parapet, or eave 

line of the building to which it is attached. 
 

  
4. Projecting Signs.  Projecting signs shall be mounted on a building.  

All projecting signs shall be internally illuminated and comply with 
all applicable state and county building codes and the National 
Electric Code.  Projecting signs shall be erected in accordance with 
the provisions of this Ordinance and provided that the following 
standards are adhered to: 

 
a. Projecting signs shall be permitted within the following zoning 

districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, OI, EI, I-1, I-2, I-3, 
AS, ED, 

 
b. Projecting signs shall adhere to the minimum setback 

requirements established for all structures within the zoning 
district in which it is located. 

 
c. Only one (1) projecting signs shall be permitted per individual 

building façade even in cases of a building located on a corner 
lot. 

 
d. The allowable area for projecting signs to occupy on a 

building shall be based on the following formula:  one (1) 
square foot of projecting sign area for every point five (.50) 
linear feet of building along a public right-of-way not to 
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.   

 
e. Projecting signs shall clear sidewalks and pedestrian paths by 

a height of at least ten (10) feet above finished grade. 
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f. Projecting signs shall not extend above the soffit, parapet, or 
eave line of the building to which it is attached. 

 
g. Projecting signs shall not be located at the corner of a building 

except at right angles to the building façade. 
 

  
5. Identification Sign associated with advertising the name of a specific 

business within a shopping center complex.  In situations where an 
individual business is located within a commercial shopping center 
where the main sidewalk is covered, an identification sign shall be 
allowed to advertise the location of the business subject to the 
following requirements: 

 
a. Such signs shall be limited to four (4) square feet in area. 
 
b. Identification Signs shall be located in front of the business it 

is advertising. 
 
c. Identification Signs shall be setback from the entrance of the 

establishment a minimum of six (6) feet. 
 

d. Identification Signs shall be located a minimum of nine (9) feet 
above the ground or sidewalk area. 

 
e. Each business shall be allowed one (1) identification sign only 

in circumstances where the entrance to the establishment is 
covered by a walkway, awning, or other similar structure. 

 
  

6.   Window Signs associated with advertising items or specials within a 
commercial operation shall be limited to occupying a maximum of 
thirty (30) percent of the total window area where the sign is to be 
erected.  This includes signs advertising specials within the business, 
signs advertising sales, and signs advertising the name and other 
pertinent business information associated with the principal use that 
may be etched, attached, or otherwise made a permanent part of a 
pane of glass. 

 
  

7. Awning Signs.  Awning Signs shall be located above the main 
entrance to a nonresidential land use and shall contain the name of the 
nonresidential land use.  Awning Sign advertising matter shall be 
limited to occupying a maximum of fifty (50) percent of the total 
awning area erected over the entrance of a nonresidential land use.  In 
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cases where an awning sign is utilized to advertise a specific service 
or activity at a multi-use nonresidential activity, the amount of sign 
area shall be computed as part of the overall sign area allotted to wall 
signs not to exceed fifty (50) percent of the total awning area. 

 
 
 
NOTE:  New 
regulations 
governing the use 
and installation of 
Special Event 
Displays have been 
added to address 
inconsistencies 
within the current 
regulations 

 
8. Special Event Displays associated with advertising a grand opening of 

a new business, shall be allowed subject to the following conditions: 
 

a. Only one (1) banner sign, limited to thirty-two (32) square feet 
in area, shall be allowed displaying the special message (i.e. 
grand opening, now open, etc.) 

 
b. Banner signs must be attached to the principal building where 

the special event is occurring. 
 

c. Pennants can be displayed to attract attention to a special event 
but only within thirty (30) feet of the principal building where 
the special event is occurring 

 
d. Pennants must be installed at a minimum height of eighteen 

(18) feet above grade to ensure adequate height clearance for 
vehicles underneath. 

 
e. Special Event Displays can only be erected for a two (2) week 

period.   
 

 
 
NOTE:   New 
regulations 
governing the use 
and installation of 
Political Signs 
have been added to 
address 
inconsistencies 
within the current 
regulations 

 
9. Political Signs.  In addition to the regulations contained herein, the 

following standards shall govern the placement of political signs 
within Orange County: 

 
a. Political Signs are allowed in all zoning districts. 
 
b. A Zoning Compliance Permit shall not be required to allow for 

the placement of a political sign on private property. 
 
c. There shall be no limit to the number of political signs that can 

be placed on private property so long as the placement of these 
signs complies with the provisions of this Ordinance and the 
signs do not create a public safety hazard. 

 
d. Within residential zoning districts, political signs shall not 

exceed nine (9) square feet in area or four (4) feet in height.  
Within non-residential zoning districts, political signs shall not 
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exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area or six (6) feet in height. 
 
e. Political signs shall only be erected ninety (90) days prior to 

the established date of a general election, school board 
election, referendum, special election, primary, or other similar 
political activity. 

 
f. Political signs shall be removed within seven (7) days after an 

election. 
 

g. Political signs shall not be allowed on telephone polls, utility 
polls, trees, other similar natural objects, and other signs or 
sign structures.  

 
 

 
 
NOTE:  New 
regulations 
governing the use 
and installation of 
Drive-through 
signs have been 
added to address 
the lack of 
standards within 
the current 
regulations 

 
10. Drive-through Menu Signs.  In addition to the regulations contained 

herein, the following standards shall govern the placement of drive-
through menus within Orange County: 

 
a. Such signs shall only be located in non-residential zoning 

districts where the developer can establish to the satisfaction of 
the Orange County Planning Department that such a device is 
considered a customary accessory use to the principal business 
on the property and is necessary to allow for the normal 
operations of the commercial operation.  

b. Such signs shall be limited to thirty-two (32) square feet in 
area. 

c. No external illumination shall be allowed for such signs. 

d. A non-residential land use that utilizes such a sign shall also be 
permitted an independent speaker box, no greater that twelve 
(12) square feet in area with a height no greater that four (4) 
feet. 

 
 
Sec 50-116 (j) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Sign Standards for Specific Uses:   
 
In addition to the requirements contained herein, the following land uses shall 
adhere to these additional standards: 
 

1. Service Stations/Gas Station. In addition to the regulations contained 
herein, the following standards shall govern the placement of signs for 
service stations/gas stations: 
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NOTE:  
Regulations 
governing the use 
and installation of 
signs for these 
specific uses have 
been added to 
address the lack of 
standards within 
the current 
regulations 

a. Signs can be erected above gas pumps subject to the following 
standards: 

1. No internal or external illumination shall be 
permitted 

2. Signs shall be limited to four (4) square feet in area 

3. Such signs must either advertise items for sale on the 
property.  Under no circumstances may a sign 
advertise a sale, activity, business, or product not 
associated with the principal use of property. 

b. Signs can be erected on the canopy covering gas pumps subject 
to the following standards: 

1. Advertising material shall be limited to trademarks, 
logos, and the name of the service station or other 
similar display. 

2. Such displays shall be limited to six (6) square feet of 
allowable sign area. 

2. Yard Sales/Garage Sales. In addition to the regulations contained 
herein, the following standards shall govern the placement of signs for 
yard sales/garage sales: 

a. Signs shall be erected on the property where the sale is taking 
place. 

b. Signs shall be limited to four (4) square feet of area. 

c. No off-site displays shall be permitted. 

d. Signs shall be removed no latter than sunset of the day during 
which the event occurs. 

3.  Institutional uses and private parks. Institutional uses, private parks, 
and similar uses located within residential zoning districts shall be 
permitted one (1) ground-mounted and one (1) wall sign, subject to 
the following limitations:�

a.  Maximum sign area shall be thirty-two (32) square feet per sign 
face; and 

b.   No ground-mounted sign shall exceed eight (8) feet in height. 

4. Home Occupation sign.  Home Occupations shall be allowed signage 
subject to the following conditions: 

a. The Home Occupation shall have a valid Special Use Permit 
issued by Orange County; 



      16 
 

b. There shall only be one (1) sign limited to eight (8) square feet 
in area and four (4) feet in height; 

c. Such sign shall not be illuminated by any means; 

d. Such sign shall not be located within any public street right-of-
way, sight distance triangle, easement, vehicular area or other 
similar area; 

e. The message of any such sign shall be limited to the business 
name and telephone number. 

5.  Specific Regulations Governing Signs for:  Parks, Public and Non-
profit; Recreational Facilities, Non-Profit; Recreational Facilities, 
Golf Courses; and Recreational Facilities, Profit: 

 
a. Unlike signs for non-residential development(s), signs for 

recreational  land uses are intended to serve a different 
function and purpose.  Signs within these types of land uses 
are intended to provide essential information concerning:  

 
1. Rules and regulations governing the operation of the 

facility,  

2. Educational information identifying unique aspects of the 
facility, the property itself, or significant environmental 
features that are located on the property, 

3. Identification of sponsors or public/private partnerships 
that are responsible for the development, upkeep, and 
maintenance of existing recreational amenities.   

 
While some of this information could be construed as being 
advertising material, the County views such signs as 
identifying those responsible for the existence of the facility 
and allows for recognition of entities that have entered into 
partnerships with the operator of the facility to provide local 
residents with recreational opportunities. 

 
The following regulations govern the erection of signs at  

· Parks, Public and Non-profit,  

· Recreational Facilities, Non-Profit,  

· Recreational Facilities, Golf Courses and 

· Recreational Facilities, Profit  within the County: 

 
1. Freestanding signs announcing the name of the facility/land use are 
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subject to the following standards: 

i. There shall be only one (1) freestanding sign per 
property, 

ii. The freestanding sign shall be limited to twenty (20) 
square feet of sign area, 

iii. The sign may be either ground or pole mounted, 

iv. Freestanding signs shall be set back a minimum of ten 
(10) feet from all property lines, 

v. Illumination of freestanding signs shall be permitted in 
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance, 

2. Wall signs shall either be mounted or painted on a building.  Wall 
signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisions of this 
Ordinance provided the following standards are adhered to: 

 
i. All wall signs shall be offset a minimum of 

five (5) feet from the side of the building on 
which it is mounted. 

ii. Wall signs shall not protrude more that 
twelve (12) inches from the side of building 
on which it is mounted. 

iii. Only one (1) wall sign shall be permitted 
per building except as follows:  

 In cases where a building is located on a 
corner lot, a second wall sign may be 
erected on the building wall facing the 
second street right-of-way subject to the 
requirements of this Ordinance.   

 If a building façade faces athletic fields or 
other similar recreational areas on the 
property, a second wall sign, up to thirty-
two (32) square feet in area, may be erected 
facing these facilities, not to exceed the 
allowable sign area as calculated herein, 

 Under no circumstances may multiple wall 
signs be located on the same building 
façade. 

iv.  The allowable area for wall signs 
to occupy on a building per permitted 
façade shall be based on the following 
formula:  one (1) square foot of wall sign 
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area for every point five (.50) linear feet of 
building along a right-of-way or facing an 
athletic field or similar recreational use, not 
to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.   

v.  A changeable copy sign can be 
utilized as a wall sign. 

vi.  Wall signs shall not extend 
above the soffit, parapet, or eave line of the 
building to which it is attached. 

vii.  In cases where a wall sign is 
proposed to be illuminated, the sign shall be 
internally illuminated or have external 
illumination installed consistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

3. Informational signs shall be allowed in an effort to provide 
information concerning individual recreational amenities available on 
the property.  Signs within this category are limited to those signs 
necessary to identify the name of a specific recreational facility, 
amenity, or use and are subject to the following standards: 

i. The signs shall be no larger than twenty (20) square 
feet  in area, 

ii. The sign shall contain information identifying the
 recreational amenity including:  

1. The number, letter, or name of a recreational 
playing field such as ‘Soccer Field One’ or 
‘Soccer Field A’ or ‘Third Tee’ for a golf 
course,  

2. The number, letter, or name of a picnic shelter,  

3. Walking trails, 

4. Playgrounds, 

5. And other similar activities 

iii. The number of signs shall be directly proportional to 
the  number of individual recreational amenities 
present on  the site.  For example, a Parks, Public 
and Non-profit land use that has four (4) individual 
baseball fields can  have four (4) individual 
information signs, one (1)  located at each site, for 
identification purposes.   Similarly, a golf course 
can have an individual information sign on each 
individual hole, 
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iv. Informational signs may contain the name, logo, or 
 slogan of a sponsor that is responsible for the 
 development/upkeep/maintenance of the 
recreational  amenity subject to the following 
limitations:   

1. The name and/or logo of a sponsor shall not 
take up more than eighty (80) percent of the 
total sign area, 

2. No other advertising material shall be permitted 
on the sign, 

v. Maximum height of an informational sign regulated 
 under this section shall be seven (7) feet, 

vi. Informational signs shall be located a minimum of five 
 (5) feet from any active recreational activity 
fields (i.e.  soccer, baseball, football, etc) or one (1) 
foot from any established nature, man-made trail, 
and/or passive recreational area, 

vii. Informational signs regulated under the provisions of 
 this section shall be set back a minimum of ten 
(10) feet  from all property lines, 

viii. Informational signs regulated under this section shall 
not be illuminated, 

4. Informational kiosks shall be allowed in an effort to provide 
information concerning the operational characteristics of the land use 
to visitors subject to the following standards: 

i. A maximum of eight (8) informational kiosks shall be 
permitted per one hundred (100) acres of property, 

ii. These signs shall be intended to provide information 
concerning operational requirements, contact numbers 
for services or emergency situations, and educational 
information concerning the park itself or any and all 
significant site features, 

iii. Informational kiosks shall be limited to thirty-two (32) 
square feet of sign area exclusive of architectural 
supports or housing, 

iv. In cases where an informational kiosk is proposed to be 
illuminated, the sign shall be internally illuminated or 
have external illumination installed consistent with the 
provisions of this Ordinance, 

v. Informational kiosks shall be ground mounted, not to 
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exceed seven (7) feet in height, exclusive of 
architectural supports or housing, 

vi. Informational kiosks shall be located a minimum of 
five (5) feet from any active recreational activity fields 
(i.e. soccer, baseball, football, etc) or one (1) foot from 
any established nature, man-made trail, and/or passive 
recreational area  

vii. Informational kiosks shall be set back a minimum of 
ten (10) feet from all property lines, 

viii. An informational kiosk may contain the name, logo, or 
slogan of a sponsor that is responsible for the 
development/upkeep/maintenance of the recreational 
amenity subject to the following limitations:   

1. The name and/or logo of a sponsor shall not 
take up more than twenty (20) percent of the 
total kiosk area, 

2. No other advertising material shall be permitted 
on the kiosk,  

5. Directional signs shall be allowed in an effort to provide information 
to visitors on the location of recreational amenities or offices located 
on the property, subject to the following standards: 

i. Directional signs shall be limited to six (6) square feet 
in area, 

ii. Directional signs shall not include any advertising 
material, 

iii. All directional signs shall be ground mounted signs not 
exceeding seven (7) feet in height, 

iv. All directional signs shall be located a minimum of five 
(5) feet from any active recreational activity field or 
one (1) feet from any established nature or man-made 
trail, and shall be set back a minimum of ten (10) feet 
from all property lines, 

v. Scoreboards shall be allowed in accordance with the 
following standards: 

vi. One (1) scoreboard per individual athletic field not to 
exceed one hundred forty-four (144) square feet. 

 
Sec 50-116 (k) 
 
New Regulations 

 
Status of Prior Violations.  
 
All violations of the sign regulations repealed by the adoption of this 
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Ordinance shall remain violations of the ordinances of Orange County and all 
penalties and enforcement remedies set forth herein shall be available as 
though the violation were a violation of this Ordinance. Provided, however, 
that if the effect of this Ordinance is to make a sign, that was formerly 
unlawful or nonconforming, become lawful and/or conforming, then no 
enforcement action shall be taken except for the imposition and collection of 
penalties, other than the removal of the sign, for the violations that occurred 
prior to the effective date of this Ordinance. 
 

 
Sec 50-116 (l) 
 

 
Amortization of nonconforming signs  
 
Nonconforming signs shall be identified and brought into compliance in 
accordance with the provisions of Section 11.5 of this Ordinance. 

 
Sec 50-116 (m) 
 
New Regulations 

 
Expiration of Permits.   
 
Notwithstanding other provisions of this Article, sign permits shall expire 
within one hundred eighty (180) days of the date of issuance unless within 
that time the work authorized by the permit has been completed.  If a sign 
permit expires no further work to construct, erect, move, enlarge, illuminate, 
or alter the sign may take place unless a new sign permit is obtained. The 
applicant shall be subject to all regulations applicable at the time a new 
application is submitted. 
 

 
Sec 50-116 (n) 
 
 
New Regulations 

 
Permit Revocation.   
 
The Planning Director may revoke any sign permit issued under this Article 
for any of the following reasons: 
 

1.   Issuance of the permit under a mistake of material fact when, had the 
correct fact been known, the permit would not have been issued; 

2.   Misrepresentation of a material fact by the applicant for a sign 
permit; and, 

3.   Failure to comply with any of the provisions of this article, except 
that a permit for a nonconforming sign may not be revoked so long as 
the nonconforming situation is allowed to continue pursuant to the 
provisions of this Ordinance. 

Before revoking a sign permit, the Planning Director shall give the applicant 
twenty (20) days notice by certified mail of his intent to revoke the permit and 
shall inform such persons of the reasons for the proposed revocation and of 
his right to obtain an informal hearing on the allegations. If the permit is 
revoked, the Planning Director shall provide to the owner a written statement 
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of the decision and the reasons thereof. The Planning Director shall also 
inform the owner of his right to appeal the decision to the Board of 
Adjustment. 
 
No person may continue to operate, maintain, or leave standing any sign or 
part or component thereof for more than ten (10) days after the permit 
authorizing such sign has been revoked or has expired as outlined under this 
section. 
 

  
 
Proposed New Sign Definitions – would normally be placed within Article Twenty-two (22) of 
the Ordinance.  Proposed location within UDO is Article Five (5) 
 
STAFF NOTE:  All definitions are new and will take the place of any and all existing 
definitions contained within the existing Zoning Ordinacne. 
 
Advertiser:  Any person who is a lessee or owner of a sign, an agent of same, or anyone who has 
beneficial use of a sign. 
 
Alter . This term shall include, but not be limited to, the addition of sign surface area, the 
changing or relocation of light source or the relocation of an outdoor advertising display from 
one (1) position to another. This term shall include any and all structural changes in the sign, but 
shall not include the changing of copy on a sign that is designed as a changeable copy sign. 
 
Architectural feature:  Shall mean any construction attendant to, but not an integral part of the 
sign, which may consist of landscape, building, or structural forms that enhance the site in 
general; also, graphic stripes and other architectural painting techniques applied to a structure 
that serves a functional purpose, or when the stripes or other painting techniques are applied to a 
building provided such treatment does not include lettering, logos or pictures. 
 
Advertising Display Area: The advertising display surface area encompassed within any 
polygon that would enclose all parts of the sign.  The structural supports for a sign, whether, they 
be columns, pylons, or a building, or a part thereof, shall not be included in the advertising area.  
Also known as Sign Area. 
 
An example of how advertising display area or sign area is calculated is as follows: 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

In most cases the rectangular shape of a sign equals the sign area: 
  
Sign Area:    
 

 

 

Solid base not counted as area 

In cases where there may not be any 
formally ‘enclosed’ the surface area shall 
include such reasonable and proportionate 
space as would be required if a border or 
frame were used.  
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Building Wall :  Shall mean any vertical surface of a building or structure (other than a pitched 
roof) that is integral to and could reasonably be constructed as part of the architecture of the 
building when a sign(s) are not being contemplated. Examples of building walls include but are 
not limited to: awnings, canopies, marquees, the vertical portion of gable roofs, parapets, 
mechanical penthouses, etc. 
 
Canopy, Service Station:  A structure made of metal, aluminum, or other material intended to 
be free standing or affixed to a building that serves as an overhang intended to shield persons 
from the elements while using the service station. 
 
Controlled Access Highway: A state or city highway, or section thereof, especially designed for 
through traffic and over, from, or to which highway owners or occupants of abutting property, or 
others, shall have only controlled right of easement of access.  For the purposes of this 
Ordinance, Controlled Access Highway shall be North Carolina 85, Interstate 40, and any area 
located within the Major Transportation Corridor (MTC) overlay district. 
 
Copy: The wording on a sign surface in either permanent or removable letterform. 
 
An example of sign copy is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

In this example, the sign 
area was determined by 
enclosing the letters in an 
imaginary triangle 

All of the lettering, symbols, trade marks, and similar 
symbols are considered copy.  Orange County requires 
anyone requesting a sign permit to submit a rendering 
of the proposed sign including the copy that will be 

placed on the sign once it is erected. 



      24 
 

Enforcement Officer: The word Enforcement Officer shall mean the Zoning Enforcement 
Officer and, when applicable, the Building Inspector. 
 
Erect: To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend, or affix a sign. 
 
Exempt signs. All signs for which permits are not required but which must, nonetheless, 
conform to the other terms and conditions of this chapter. 
 
Flashing: A light that intermittently flashes on and off. 
 
Frontage: The distance measured along the designated front lot line, public or private right-of-
way or easement, as determined by the director of planning and development services, which 
affords vehicular access to the property between the points of intersection of the side lot lines 
with such right-of-way or easement. For the purposes of this division, businesses have only one 
(1) frontage. 
 
With respect to building frontage, the term shall mean the linear length of a building facing a public street right-of-
way, exclusive of alleys; or the linear length of the street right-of-way that faces the building, whichever is smaller. 

 
Height of Sign: the vertical distance measured from the highest point of the sign to the grade of 
an right-of-way or surface grade beneath the sign, whichever is less.   
 
An example of how height shall be determined is as follows: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Indirect Illumination:  A sign that is lighted by a light source not seen directly. 
 

The height for this sign was measured from the base of 
the poll from the grade of the adjacent right-of-way to 
the top of the sign.  The grade of the adjacent right-of-
way was utilized, as it was lower than the grade of the 
property next to the poll base. 
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Internal Illumination: A sign whose light source is concealed or contained within the sign 
itself, and which becomes visible in darkness by shining through a translucent surface. 
 
Logo. An established identifying symbol or mark associated with a business or business entity. 
  
Maintain . Maintain shall include general servicing and upkeep in a safe, operable and attractive 
condition. 
 
Maintenance: The cleaning, painting, repair or replacement of defective parts of a sign in a 
manner that does not alter the basic copy, design or structure of the sign.



 

 
Owner: A person recorded as such on official records.  For the purposes of this Section, the 
owner of property on which a sign is located is presumed to be the owner of the sign unless facts 
to the contrary are officially recorded or otherwise brought to the attention of the Enforcement 
Officer (e.g., a sign leased from a sign company). 
 
Premises: A parcel of land with its appurtenances and buildings which, because of its unity of 
use, may be regarded as a unit of real estate. 
 
Public Body: Any government or governmental agency of the County of Orange, the State of 
North Carolina or the United States of America.  Any government or governmental agency of 
Orange County, the State of North Carolina, or the United States of America. 
 
Sign Area: That area enclosed by one continuous line, connecting the extreme points or edges of 
a sign.  The area shall be determined using the largest sign area or silhouette visible at any one 
time from any one point.  This area does not include the main supporting sign structure, but all 
other ornamental attachments, inner connecting links, etc., which are not a part of the main 
supports of the sign, are to be included in determining sign area.  In no case shall decorative 
features or landscaping at the base of the sign obstruct the view of motorists.  Please see 
Advertising Display Area as defined herein. 
 
Signs: Any letter, figure, character, mark, plane, point, marquee sign, design, poster, pictorial, 
picture, stroke, stripe, line, trademark, reading matter or illuminated surface which shall be so 
constructed, placed, attached, painted, erected, fastened or manufactured in any manner, 
whatsoever, so that the same shall be used for the attraction of the public to any place, subject, 
person, firm, corporation, public performance, article, machine or merchandise, whatsoever, 
which are displayed in any manner whatsoever, including out-of-doors.  Types of Signs: 
 
 
1.    Abandoned Sign:  A sign for which no legal owner can be found.  Any sign face or sign 

structure that advertises a business no longer conducted on the premises for over ninety (90) 
days. In making the determination that a sign advertises a business no longer being 
conducted, the zoning enforcement official shall consider any or all of the following: the 
existence or absence of a current occupational license, utility service deposit or account, use 
of the premises, and relocation of the business. 

 
For purposes of this article, an Abandoned Sign shall also include the following: 
 

(1) Through age and/or obsolescence a sign that no longer conforms to structural or 
maintenance specifications of this chapter, or 

(2) Any pole, pylon, or structure expressly installed for the purpose of affixing a sign 
that bears no sign or copy. 

 2.     Animated Sign:  Any sign that uses movement or change of lighting to depict action or to 
create a special effect or scene. 
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3.   Awning signs. A structure supported 
entirely from the exterior wall of a 
building and composed of non-rigid 
materials (except for the supporting 
framework) upon which a sign is 
indelibly drawn, painted or printed. 

Examples of an Awning Sign:  

3.   Banner Sign: A sign intended to be 
hung either with or without frames, 
possessing characters, letters, 
illustrations, or ornamentations 
applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of 
any kind.  National flags, flags of 
political subdivisions, and symbolic 
flags of any institution or business 
shall not be considered banners for the 
purposes of this ordinance.  Banner 
signs are regulated under the Special 
Event Display section of the Sign 
Ordinance. 

 Example of a Banner Sign: 
 

4.  Construction Sign:  A sign that gives 
the name or names of principal 
contractors, architects, and lending 
institutions responsible for 
construction on the site where the sign 
is placed, together with other 
information included thereon. 

 

 Example of a Construction Sign: 
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5. Changeable Copy Sign:  A sign that is 
designed so that characters, letters, or 
illustrations can be changed or 
rearranged without altering the face or 
the surface of the sign.  This shall also 
include the changing of copies of 
billboards.  Changeable copy signs, 
for the purposes of this ordinance, 
shall mean signs on which the copy is 
changed manually.  Also referred to as 
a reader board sign. 

 

 Example of a Changeable Copy Sign: 
 

6.  Directional/Informational Sign On-site: 
An on-premise sign giving directions, 
instructions or facility information and 
which may contain the name or logo of 
an establishment but no advertising 
copy (e.g., parking or exit and entrance 
signs). 

 

 Example of a Directional/Information Sign 
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9.   Directory Sign: A sign on which the 
names and locations of occupants or the 
uses of a building is given.  This shall 
include office buildings and church 
directories. 

 

10. Double-Faced Sign:  A sign with two 
faces. 

  

11. Drive-thru menu board:  An outdoor 
menu for establishments offering 
service via a drive through window.  
These signs shall not be considered a 
ground or monument sign. 

Example of Drive-thru menu boards: 
 
 

 
12. Flashing Sign: A sign that contains an intermittent or sequential flashing light source used 

primarily to attract attention. 
 

13. Government Sign: Any sign erected and maintained by the City, County, State or Federal 
government for traffic direction or for designation of or direction to any school, hospital, 
historical site or public service, property or facility. 
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14. Ground or Pole Sign: A sign that is supported by structures or supports in the ground and 
independent of support from any building.  See On-Premise Commercial Signs. 

15. Hazardous Identification/Notification 
Sign:  A sign designed to provide 
essential public safety information 
concerning the storage or hazardous 
materials on a parcel of property.  
There shall be no limit on the number 
of signs that are erected for this purpose 
so long as the signs do not contain 
commercial advertising material, 
company logos or names. 

Example of Hazardous Identification Sign: 

16. Identification Sign:  A sign whose copy 
is limited to the name and address of a 
building, institution, development, 
community name, or person. 
 

This definition shall include signs 
identifying names of residential 
subdivisions, school sites, 
apartment/condominium developments, 
business/industrial parks, and other 
similar uses. 
 
Identification Signs can contain logos, 
art work, mascots, renderings, and 
other graphic representations designed 
to accentuate the advertisement. 

 
 

 Examples of Identification Signs: 

17. Illegal Sign:  A sign that does not meet the requirements of this ordinance and which has not 
received legal non-conforming status and which does not have permit authorization, if 
required, under the terms of the old ordinance. 

 
18. Illuminated Sign:  A sign illuminated in any manner by an artificial light source. 
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19. Inflatable Sign:  A sign that is inflated 
to take on a specific shape or figure that 
is utilized to attract attention to a 
business event or location, special 
event, or parcel of property for 
commercial purposes. 

 
Inflatable signs are commonly utilized 
to announce special sales or events.  As 
per the Orange County Sign Ordinance, 
Inflatable Signs shall be prohibited 
throughout the County.  Any individual 
erecting an inflatable sign shall be 
subject to an immediate notice of 
violation and be required to remove the 
sign within the time it would normally 
take to deflate the sign. 

 Examples of Inflatable Signs: 
 
 

20. Landmark Sign:  A sign advertising 
that a specific structure or site is 
considered historically significant and 
is listed in the National Register of 
Historic Places, U.S. Department of 
Interior, or designated by local 
ordinance in accordance with 
guidelines issued by the U. S. 
Department of Interior. 

 

21. Nonconforming Sign:  A sign that was erected legally but that does not comply with 
subsequently enacted sign restrictions and regulations or a sign which does not conform to the 
sign code requirements but has received approval from the Zoning Board of Adjustment. 
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22. Off-Premise, Commercial Sign:  A sign 
structure advertising an establishment, 
merchandise, service or entertainment 
that is not sold, produced, 
manufactured, or furnished at the 
property on which said sign is located.  
This definition includes billboards and 
other similar outdoor advertising 
mechanisms. 

 

 Example of a Off-Premise Commercial Sign 

23. On-Premise, Commercial Sign:  A sign 
that pertains to the use of the premises 
where it is located.  This definition 
shall include ground signs.  On-Premise 
Commercial Signs can contain 
changeable copy or a reader board so 
long as the total square footage allowed 
for the sign is not exceeded.   

 
For the purposes of this ordinance, poll 
mounted signs shall not be permitted.  
Poll mounted signs shall be considered 
signs mounted on a single poll or mast 
rather than on two (2) posts or polls or 
ground mounted. 
 
 

 Example of a On-Premise Commercial Sign 
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24. Projecting Sign: A sign that is attached 
to a building wall and extending 
perpendicular to, or approximately 
perpendicular to, the building wall and 
twelve (12) inches or more beyond the 
face of the building wall. 

 

 Example of a Projecting Sign: 
 

25. Political Sign: For the purposes of this ordinance, a sign used in connection with a local, 
state, or national election or referendum. 

 

26. Portable Sign: A sign that is mobile 
and that may or may not have wheels.  
Portable signs advertise services 
offered by a non-residential operation 
on the parcel of property on which they 
are located 

 

 Example of a Portable Sign: 
 

27. Prohibited Sign:  A sign that is not permitted in the jurisdiction of this ordinance. 
 

28.   Real Estate Sign:  A sign that is used  
to offer for sale, lease or rent the 
property upon which the sign is 
placed. 

 

 Examples of Real Estate Signs: 
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���� Roof Sign:  A sign, or any portion thereof, erected, constructed, or projecting upon or over the 
roof or parapet wall of any building whether the principal support for the sign is on the roof, 
wall, or any other structural element of the building.  Where a building has more than one 
roofline, the roofline shall be considered to be highest roofline located directly behind the 
sign, as viewed from the business frontage.  �

 

 
30.  Snipe Sign:  Any sign of any size, 

made of any material, including 
paper, cardboard, wood, vinyl, and 
metal, when such sign is tacked, 
nailed, posted, pasted, glued or 
otherwise attached to a tree, utility 
pole, fence, existing sign, other 
similar object or is placed directly 
into the ground, and the advertising 
matter appearing thereon is not 
applicable to the premises upon 
which said sign is located. Also 
includes any sign installed without 
permission of the owner of the 
property upon which the sign is 
located. 

 
Snipe signs primarily advertise 
services, location of off-site 
developments or homes for sale, or 
other similar activities.  Snipe signs 
are illegal within Orange County. 

 

 Examples of Snipe Signs: 
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31. Special Event Displays: Signs or other 
attention grabbing devices such as 
pennants, flags, streamers, and other 
similar items that are designed to call 
attention to a special event and are 
only intended to be utilized on a 
temporary basis. 

 Example of Special Event Displays: 
 

32. Three-Dimensional Sign:  A sign that 
has height, depth and bredth that 
incorporated an object into an 
advertising sign (e.g., a three 
dimensional hamburger or life-sized 
pig advertising a food place). 

 

 Example of a Three-Dimensional Sign: 
 

33. Trailer Sign:  A sign mounted on a vehicle normally licensed by the state of North Carolina 
as a trailer and used principally for advertising or promotional purposes. 
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34. Wall Sign:  A sign painted or mounted 
on the wall of a building or structure.  
Wall signs can be comprised of reader 
boards or changeable copy signs.  A 
wall sign can contain letters, symbols, 
trademarks, or other similar graphic 
representations designed to represent 
the name of an operation normally 
erected on the front or side of a 
structure. 

 Example of a Wall Sign: 

35. Window Sign:  A sign erected on the 
interior side of a window of a place of 
business advertising any service, 
product, special, or sale conducted 
within the business where it is located. 

 
Window Sign’s can also include the 
stenciling of the name of a non-
residential establishment and may 
include hours of operation, phone 
numbers, and other pertinent 
information associated with the non-
residential land use. 

 

 Examples of Window Signs: 

 
Tenant frontage: Each lineal foot, major portion thereof, measure along the main entry of a 
tenant space within a non-residential complex. 
 
Time and temperature sign: A sign containing illuminated numerals flashing alternately to 
show the time and/or temperature. 
 
 

 


