Article Nine (9) — Signs:
Proposed new regulations becoming Section 50-116tbé UDO

Section 50-116

(Section 9.1
Same Intent
section of existing
Ordinance)

Intent.

The purpose of this Section is to regulate the typy@cement and physic
dimensions of alkignsin the interest of public health, safety and welfs
while recognizing the need fergnswithin the business community.

It is the intent of this section to regulate sigmsa per lot basis in conjunctiq
with the zoning designation of the lot as describedthe current tax ro
weather aignis directly visible from a street right-of-way oot.
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Section 50-116 (a)

(Currently
contained within
Section 9.7 of the
Ordinance. Staff
has expanded on
the submittal
requirements)

Permit Requirements.

No sign of any type nor any part thereof shall be erecpainted, posted
reposted, placed, replaced, or hung in any zonimgrict except in
compliance with these regulations.

In order to erect aign an applicant must submit an application for aidgn
Compliance Permit in accordance with the provisiohdArticles Fourteer
(14) and Twenty-one (21) of the Zoning Ordinance #re following specifia
standards:

1. Application Materials. Each application for anfttg Compliance
Permit for asign shall be made in writing and shall contain or h
attached the following information:

a) A drawing to scale showing the design of $ign, including
dimensions, method of attachment of support, sourt:
illumination and showing the relationship to anyilding or
structure to which it is or is proposed to be ihsth

b) A plot plan drawn to scale indicating the looatiof thesign

relative to property lines, easements, buildingseets and

other on-premissigns

Sign copy shall be submitted for all proposesigns to the
Planning department for review and approval. Nm shall
have lewd or lascivious letters, words, or charag
designating the same.

d) Signplans shall be submitted to the Planning Departrfean
approval prior to the Building Inspector issuingBailding
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Permit. A record of such applications and actitaken shal
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2.

be kept in the Planning Department.

No person sha#rector maintainasign, and no property owner shall
allow asign to be erected or maintained on his property exaept

conformity with these regulations.

A permit shall be required for change of copyanfexisting sign, for
any sign when the use of the premises changeshenan existing

sign isaltered however no permit will be required for changecopy
on a changeable message or reader board sign.

Sec 50-116 (b)

(Currently
contained within
Section 9.6 of the
Ordinance. Staff
has expanded on
the signs not
subject to permit
requirements)

Zoning Permit not required.

The following signs shall be permitted in all districts unless indecht
otherwise. No Zoning Compliance Permit shall net fequired for the
following signs

1.

10.

Signserected by a governmental agency to regulate yaomir direct
vehicular or pedestrian traffic;

Legal notices, warnings, regulatory or inforroatl signserected by &
public agency;

Signsrequired by law;
“No trespassingsignsnot exceeding six (6) square feet in area;
Typical four (4) square foot standaedl estate signs

Flags, emblems or insignia of any national, estatr political
subdivision;

Property numbesigns not exceeding two (2) square foot in area
bearing only address numbers of premises or othenmtification of
premises not having commercial connotations;

Holiday decorations in season that do not contai display 3
commercial message,;

Product dispensers and trash receptacles;

Hazardous chemical identification/notificati@mgnson residential an
non-residential structures;
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11. Mailboxes and newspaper boxes;

12. Private drive signs, one (1) per drive entrammg exceeding two (2
square feet in area, with the message contentelimiv the words

13. Security and warning signs posted on privatgpenty warning the

"Private Drive" and the address of any residend#iging the private
roadway;

public against trespassing, or similar messagesjiged that any suc
sign does not exceed two (2) square feet in area.

Sec 50-116 (c)

(Currently these
regulations are
spread throughout
the existing
Ordinance.

Staff has grouped
these various
standards into one
(1) central section
and has expanded
on the prohibited
list of signs to
address other
concerns)

SignsProhibited in All Districts.
The followingsignsare prohibited in all zoning districts:

1.

6. Roof signs
7. Three-dimensional signs

Advertisingsigns resembling traffic signals, traffisigns emergency
vehicles’ flashing lights, non-governmental sanctionsiins utilizing
the words ‘stop’, ‘slow’, ‘caution’, ‘danger’, omg signthat is likely to
be misconstrued by the traveling public as beirfigiaf governmenta
signsor emergency warnings or which by their distragtiature create
a hazard to motorists;

Signs except for off-premisessigns allowed under this Sectio
advertising an activity, business, product or sErvino longer
conducted on the premises upon which the sign ¢atéal. Such
signage shall be removed within ninety (90) daysmfrthe date o
termination of such activity. Upon failure of tbemnerto remove suck
signs within the prescribed time, the Planning Directirall take
appropriate legal action to have such sign removed,;

Flashing blinking, pulsating, ang@ortable signsor signswith moving
parts except for signs showing time of day and txapre that are pal
of an approved sign advertising a permitted businadivity on a
parcel of property;

Signs with electronic moveable copy or other similar célenic
displays;

Signs other than traffic, governmental, street nasigns, or other
official governmental or public agencsign shall not be permitte
within any street right-of-way;
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9. Portable signs;
10.Signs supported in whole or in part by water, gas, air,could

otherwise be designatediaflatable signs

11.Signsmounted on a single poll or mast;
12. Nosignshall be erected that contains rotatsimgn panels.
13. Nosignshall be permitted that obstructs ingress andssgreany door,,

window, fire escape, stairway, ladder, or othernipg intended ta
provide light, air, ingress, or egress for any raambuilding.

14. Nosignshall be permitted that violates any provision iy &aw of the

State of North Carolina relative to outdoor adsent.

Sec 50-116 (d)

(Currently these
allowances are
contained within
two (2) sections,
Section 9.6 and
Section 9.12, of the
Ordinance.

Staff has grouped
these standards
and expanded on
the signs that can
be located
throughout the
County subject to
the issuance of a
permit)
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. Agricultural

SignsPermitted in All Districts.

The following signsare permitted in all districts, but a Zoning Corapte
Permit shall be necessary and, in addition to thguirements of thi
Ordinance, the following additional standards shpjply:

1. Permanentdentification Signs Permanent subdivision, multi-famil

mobile home courts, and schadentification signsshall not exceet
thirty-two (32) square feet in area. Swgignsshall be placed so as n
to obstruct the view of traffic and may be illumied in such a fashio
So as not to affect the view of motorists. Suchettgppments shall b
limited to two (2)signsat each point of ingress/egress.

Non Profit Organizations.Signsadvertising non-profit organizatior
on premise shall not exceed twelve (12) squaredeenot display an
advertising matter or logo or be illuminated on pineperty.

. Signsadvertising Churches and/or public bulletin boaedsder board

located on premises shall not exceed thitg-(32) square feet in are
Such bulletin boards/reader boards may be intgriikiminated.

. Off-PremiseReligious Complexigns Signsidentifying the name o

location of a church remote from the location & thligious complex
provided that suckign shall not exceed six (6) square feet in area
is placed on a legal lot of record. No such sigallsbeilluminated or
contain moving parts. The Planning department | sheduire a
notarized statement from all owners of a parcepraiperty allowing
the off-premisesignto be erected on their property. There shallrdg
one (1)off-premise religious complex sigalowed per parcel of off
site property. The placement of a sign shall bateéd as an accessc
use of property.

Products Produce®n-Premises Signs advertising
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agricultural products produced on the premised| abaiexceed thirty-
two (32) square feet. Thesgnsshall be limited to two (23ignsper
parceland shall be temporary in nature.

. Temporary Construction Signsand Financial Institution Signs

Temporaryconstruction signsand financial institutiorsigns may be
displayed in commercial and industrial districtst to exceed two (2
signs per building site, and shall not exceed twenty-f(24) square
feet per sign. If the building site has more tlware hundred (100
linear feet of road frontage, an additional onertpra(1/4) square foo
may be added for each one (1) linear foot of rsadthge. Suckigns
shall be erected only after a Building Permit authng construction
has been issued and must be removed within sevenlalis after
construction work has been completed and the Imgldccupancy
permit has been issued.

. Directional/Informational Signsmay be displayed on parcels

property utilized for non-residential purposes, tmtexceed two (2
square feet in area, and may contain corporateslogoother simila
graphical displays so long as they provide somessary informatior]
to patrons (i.e. entrance and exit locations, oag-wntrance ways
drive through entranceways, ATM location, etc.).maximum of threg
(3) directional/informational signsmay be displayed on a no
residential parcel of property.

. TemporaryReal Estate Signs Temporaryreal estate signsnay be
displayed in commercial and industrial districts)eo(1) sign per

building site not to exceed twenty-four (24) squiaet per sign. If the
building site has more than one hundred (100) ééedvad frontage, a
additional one quarter (1/4) square foot may beeddfbr each (2
linear feet of road frontage over 100 feet. Sugh snust be remove
after property has been transferred. Sans shall not be place
within any public street right-of-way.

. Landmark Signs Such signs shall be erected only after the hestb

significance of the particular site has been vedifand that propose
location of the sign has been approved by the Qr&wmunty Planning
Department and all other related agencies (i.e. DEpartment of
Transportation).
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Sec 50-116 (e)

(Currently
contained within
Section 9.2 (a) of
the Ordinance)

Traffic Safety Precautions

Notwithstanding other provisions of this Ordinanne,sign shall be erecte
so that any part of th&gn,or its support structure, shall intrude into thghs
preservation triangle as referenced in Section d@.8he Orange Count
Zoning Ordinance and as shown below:




(Staff has propose
modifying the
existing drawing
contained within
the Sign
regulations to
properly reference
the standards
already existing
within the Zoning
Ordinance)

R{{N 70’
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(o4 10

70’

10’ (04

70" { 70’

- R/W

-

Sec 50-116 (f)

(Currently
contained within
Section 9.3 of the
Ordinance)

Prohibited Locations for Signs

Except where specifically permitted by this Ordic@nall signs including
their support frames, shall not be located witmy eequired setback area
public right-of-way, nor shall angign be attached, affixed, or painted up
any utility poles, governmental signs, trees, roaksother similar naturg
object within the public right-of-way. Nsignshall be permitted on the sig
street frontage of a corner building if such builgliis located within on
hundred (100) feet of a residential district.

Sec 50-116 (g)

(Currently
contained within
Section 9.4 of the
Ordinance)

llluminated Signs

No illuminatedsign shall be so designed or placed that direct oecesd
light or glare constitutes a hazard or annoyanceatorists or occupants ¢

or

on
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adjoining properties. Signs shall be illuminated in accordance with the

Orange County Lighting Ordinance.

Sec 50-116 (h)

Determination of Sign Area

For the purposes of this ordinance, the area @lairssurface of &ign shall
be computed as including the entire area visibtenfrany one (1) point
within a regular geometric from or combination orrhs, comprising all o
the display area of the surface and including &lithe elements within th

(1%}
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(Currently
contained within
Section 9.10 of the
Ordinance.

Staff has modified
these standards
and included a
graphic example
outlining the
process)

display area and the sign frame. This includesc&atwork, frame, borde
molding, lettering and display area incidentalitesign’sdecoration but doe
not include structural members or other support raeisms not bearin
advertisement material. In the casenafll-mounted signsvithout a border o
frame, the surface area shall include such reasemaiol proportionate spa
as would be required if a border or framere used:

R A
\ | (i)
- L

- -

All three of these signs woukd have the same
s1Zé sign face, as measured by the smallast
rectangle encompassing the cuter hmits

Examples:

Copy without?
a boraer

Rectangular
Sign

v
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Sec 50-116 (i)

(This combines
provisions from the
current Sign Table
and other
standards
governing the
number of overall
height of signs into
one (1) section)

Specific Standards for Signs:

The following development standards shall be reguof all identifiedsigns
> within existing zoning districts:

1. On-Premise, Commerciabigns Thesesignsshall comply with all
state and county building codes and the Nation&ctit Code,
Clearance o$ignsis required from high voltage power lines aigins
shall be located in such a way that they will maimthorizontal ancg
vertical clearance of all overhead electrical candrs in accordanc
with the National Electric Code specifications, yaded that no sigr
shall be installed closer than ten (10) feet harially or vertically
from any conductor or public utility guy wire. On-premise
Commercial Signshall be erected in accordance with the provis
of this Ordinance and provided that the followintanslards are
adhered to:

a. On-premisesigns shall be permitted within the followin
zoning districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, @l, I-1, I-
2,1-3, AS, ED,

All on-premise, commercial sigsball be setback ten (10) fe
from the front, side, and rear property lines @& #uge of any
existing or projected street right-of-way line whiever is
greater. In cases where a property abuts a ramtleoned
parcel of property, the side or rear yard setbatjuirement
shall be doubled.
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c. One (1)on-premise sigrshall be permitted pgrarcel even in

cases of a corner lot.

. The height of amn-premise sigrshall not exceed twenty-four
(24) feet in height from the grade of the rightvedy or
surface grade beneath the sign, whichever is leShe
clearance of a ground or pole on-premise sign studlbe less
than eight (8) feet from the grade of the rightagly or
finished grade beneath the sign, whichever is less.

. The allowable area fan-premise signshall be based on the

following formula: one (1) square foot oh-premise sigarea
for every point five (.50) linear feet of buildingith direct
frontage along a public right-of-way not to excesxty-four
(64) square feet in area. With properties thatehaver one
hundred fifty (150) feet of road frontage, an-premise sign
can have one (1) additional square foosigin area for every
foot of street frontage over one hundred fifty (120 to a
maximum of ninety-six (96) square feet in area.

In cases where a building is located along a colatemwhere
there are two (2) right-of-ways, the applicant centy utilize
the building fronting along the right-of-way whettee sign is
proposed to be located to compute allowable siga.ar

An example of the following regulation is as follew

Non-residential
Buildina

I< Proposed Sic

CHrAn

1%

The allowable size of the proposetgn is based on th
amount of linear frontage tIfRSSSSN  portadrihe building
has along a street. The property owner has thityaoi erect
additional signage along the other sides of thédimg but
shall be limited to only one (lon-premist pole or grounc
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mounted sign.

f. Theon-premise sigican contain a section intended to allow
a reader board or@hangeable copy sigas defined herein. |
cases where such separation is proposed the digtal area
shall be limited to the allowable area definedubsection (e
above.

g. Noon-premise sigshall be oriented is such a manner as t
directly visible from a major transportation coordas outlined
in Section 4.2.31 of the Orange County Zoning Cadue.

for

D be

2. Off-Premise, Commerciabigns Thesesignsshall comply with all
state and county building codes and the Nation&ctit Code,
Clearance osignsis required from high voltage power lines aigns
shall be located in such a way that they will mamthorizontal anc
vertical clearance of all overhead electrical candrs in accordanc
with the National Electric Code specifications, yaded that no sigr
be installed closer than ten (10) feet horizontaltyvertically from
any conductor or public utility guy wire.On-premise Commercig
Signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisiohghis

Ordinance and provided that the following standaads adhered tQq:

Off-premise Commercial Sigssall be erected in accordance with

provisions of this Ordinance and provided thatftil®wing standards

are adhered to:

a. Off-premisesigns (billboards) shall be permitted within tk
GC-4, EC-5, I-1, and I-2 zoning districts.

b. No electric tap outs allowing for an independdagiit source tg
receive power shall be allowed.

c. Off-premisesigns shall be considered the principal use
property. There shall be no additional principsési allowed
on the same parcelOff-premisesignsshall not be allowed a
accessory uses.

d. No off-premise sigrshall be located closer than two hund
(200) feet from the right-of-way of major thoroughds (i.e,
US 70, NC 86, NC 40, and NC 57) and six hundre@®)6eet
from the right-of-way for all other thoroughfaresdestreets.

e. The height of aoff-premise sigrshall not exceed twenty-fiv|
(25) feet from the grade of the right-of-way orfage grade
beneath the sign, whichever is less. The clearah@ off-
premise sigrshall not be less than eight (8) feet from thealgr
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of the right-of-way or surface grade beneath thgn,s
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whichever is less.

f. Off-premise signshall be limited to four hundred eighty (480)
square feet of sign area.

g. In no case shall arff-premise sigrbe located closer than one
thousand (1,000) feet to an existioif-premise sign

h. Off-premise signsshall be prohibited within the Major
Transportation Corridor (MTC) overlay district.

i. No person may, for the purpose of increasingrdrancing the
visibility of any off-premises signdamage, trim, destroy, or
remove any trees, shrubs, or other vegetationddcat

(1) Within the right-of-way of any public streetad, unless
the work is done pursuant to the express written
authorization of the North Carolina Department | of
Transportation;

(2) On property that is not under the ownershigantrol of
the person doing or responsible for such work, ssitbe
work is done pursuant to the express authorizatgiotine
person owning the property where such trees orbshae
located; and,

(3) In any area where such trees or shrubs arereeqto
remain under a permit issued under this Ordinance.

3. Wall Signsshall either be mounted or painted on a buildiAd. wall
signs shall be internally illuminated and comply with alpplicable
state and county building codes and the Nationattét Code. Wall
Signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisiohghis
Ordinance and provided that the following standamdsadhered to:

a. Wall Signsshall be permitted within the following zoning
districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, OlI, EI1}--2, I-3,
AS, ED,

b. All wall signsshall be setback minimum of ten (10) feet from
the side of the building on which it is mounted.

c. Wall signsshall not protrude more that twelve (12) inches
from the side of building on which it is mounted.

d. Only one (1)wall sign shall be permitted per individual
building facade. In cases where a building is tedaon a
corner lot, a property owner may be allowed to tEerac
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additionalwall signon the additional building wall facing th
second street right-of-way subject to the requimreinef this
Ordinance. Under no circumstances maywall sign be
located on the same building face.

The allowable area favall signsto occupy on a building sha
be based on the following formula: one (1) squdaot of wall

sign or projecting signsarea for every point five (.50) linear

feet of building along a public right-of-way not txceed
thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

A changeable copy sigran be utilized aswaall signs

Wall signsshall not extend above the soffit, parapet, or €
line of the building to which it is attached.

4. Projecting Signs. Projecting signsshall be mounted on a buildin
All projecting signsshall be internally illuminated and comply wi
all applicable state and county building codes dhd National
Electric Code. Projecting signsshall be erected in accordance w
the provisions of this Ordinance and provided tha following
standards are adhered to:

a.

Projecting signshall be permitted within the following zoning

districts: LC-1, NC-2, CC-3, GC-4, EC-5, Ol, EI1}--2, I-3,
AS, ED,

e
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Projecting signs shall adhere to the minimum setback

requirements established for all structures witthia zoning
district in which it is located.

Only one (1)projecting signshall be permitted per individual

building facade even in cases of a building located corne
lot.

The allowable area foprojecting signsto occupy on a

building shall be based on the following formulaane (1)
square foot ofprojecting signarea for every point five (.5(
linear feet of building along a public right-of-wayot to
exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in area.

N

Projecting signsshall clear sidewalks and pedestrian paths by

a height of at least ten (10) feet above finishextlg.
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f. Projecting signsshall not extend above the soffit, parapet
eave line of the building to which it is attached.

or

g. Projecting signsshall not be located at the corner of a building

except at right angles to the building facade.

5.

Identification Sign associated with advertising the name of a spegific

business within a shopping center complex. Inasibms where an
individual business is located within a commer@hbpping center

where the main sidewalk is covered, an identifaratsign shall be
allowed to advertise the location of the busineabjext to the
following requirements:

a. Such signs shall be limited to four (4) squast fn area.

b. Identification Signsshall be located in front of the business it

is advertising.

c. ldentification Signsshall be setback from the entrance of the

establishment a minimum of six (6) feet.

d. Identification Signshall be located a minimum of nine (9) feet

above the ground or sidewalk area.

e. Each business shall be allowed one (1) ideatifa sign only
in circumstances where the entrance to the eshahdist is
covered by a walkway, awning, or other similar stine.

6. Window Signsassociated with advertising items or specials with|

commercial operation shall be limited to occupyagnaximum of
thirty (30) percent of the total window area whémne signis to be
erected. This includes signs advertising speeidlsin the business
signs advertising sales, and signs advertisingnidume and othe

pertinent business information associated withghecipal use that

may be etched, attached, or otherwise made a penmhgart of g
pane of glass.

7.

Awning Signs Awning Signsshall be located above the mai
entrance to a nonresidential land use and shalhoothe name of the

nonresidential land use.Awning Signadvertising matter shall b
limited to occupying a maximum of fifty (50) perc¢eof the total

awning area erected over the entrance of a nomretsad land use. In

12
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cases where aawning signis utilized to advertise a specific service
or activity at a multi-use nonresidential activithe amount of sign
area shall be computed as part of the overgh area allotted teovall
signsnot to exceed fifty (50) percent of the total amgharea.

8. Special Event Displayassociated with advertising a grand opening of

NOTE: New a new business, shall be allowed subject to tHeviahg conditions:
regulations

governing the use a. Only one (1) bannesign limited to thirty-two (32) square feet
and installation of in area, shall be allowed displaying the speciatsage (i.e
Special Event grand opening, now open, etc.)

Displays have been

added to address b. Bannersignsmust be attached to the principal building where
inconsistencies the special event is occurring.

within the current

regulations c. Pennants can be displayed to attract attemi@nspecial event

but only within thirty (30) feet of the principaubiding where
the special event is occurring

d. Pennants must be installed at a minimum heidldighteen
(18) feet above grade to ensure adequate heigitaciee for,
vehicles underneath.

e. Special Event Displaysan only be erected for a two (2) week
period.

9. Political Signs. In addition to the regulations contained hereir |th

NOTE: New following standards shall govern the placement ofitipal signs
regulations within Orange County:

governing the use

and installation of a. Political Signs are allowed in all zoning distsi

Political Signs

have been added to b. A Zoning Compliance Permit shall not be requit@dllow for
address the placement of a political sign on private proper
inconsistencies

within the current c. There shall be no limit to the number of pottisigns that can
regulations be placed on private property so long as the placeof these

signs complies with the provisions of this Ordinarand the
signs do not create a public safety hazard.

d. Within residential zoning districts, politicalges shall not
exceed nine (9) square feet in area or four (4) ifredeight.
Within nor-residential zoning districts, political signs shadit

13



exceed sixteen (16) square feet in area or sife@)in height.

e. Political signs shall only be erected ninety) (88ys prior to
the established date of a general election, schmard
election, referendum, special election, primarypthrer similar
political activity.

f. Political signs shall be removed within seveh ddys after an

election.

g. Political signs shall not be allowed on telephqolls, utility
polls, trees, other similar natural objects, ankeptsigns of
sign structures.

NOTE: New
regulations
governing the use
and installation of
Drive-through
signs have been
added to address
the lack of
standards within
the current
regulations

10. Drive-through Menu Signs In addition to the regulations containgd

herein, the following standards shall govern theceiment ofrive-
through menusvithin Orange County:

a. Suchsigns shall only be located in non-residential zon
districts where the developer can establish te#tisfaction of
the Orange County Planning Department that sucévael is

considered a customary accessory use to the painoysiness

on the property and is necessary to allow for tloemal
operations of the commercial operation.

b. Suchsignsshall be limited to thirty-two (32) square feet
area.

No external illumination shall be allowed forchsigns

A non-residential land use that utilizes sudiga shall also be

permitted an independent speaker box, no greatertwelve
(12) square feet in area with a height no gredtat four (4)
feet.

Sec 50-116 (j)

Sign Standards for Specific Uses

In addition to the requirements contained heréia,following land uses sha
adhere to these additional standards:

1. Service Stations/Gas Station. In addition toreggulations containe
herein, the following standards shall govern trecement okignsfor
service stations/gas stations:

14
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NOTE:
Regulations
governing the use
and installation of
signs for these
specific uses have
been added to
address the lack o
standards within
the current
regulations

2. Yard Sales/Garage Sales. In addition to the lag#igns contained

3.

a. Signscan be erected above gas pumps subject to tloevinth

standards:
1. No internal or external illumination shall be
permitted

2. Signsshall be limited to four (4) square feet in area

. Suchsignsmust either advertise items for sale on the
property. Under no circumstances may a sign
advertise a sale, activity, business, or produdt|no
associated with the principal use of property.

b. Signscan be erected on the canopy covering gas pumgecsub
to the following standards:

1. Advertising material shall be limited to tradeks
logos, and the name of the service station or gther
similar display.

2. Such displays shall be limited to six (6) squaedt of
allowablesignarea.

herein, the following standards shall govern trecement okignsfor
yard sales/garage sales:

a. Signsshall be erected on the property where the safakiag
place.

b. Signsshall be limited to four (4) square feet of area.
c. No off-site displays shall be permitted.

d. Signsshall be removed no latter than sunset of thediaing
which the event occurs.

Institutional uses and private parksstitutional uses, private parks,
and similar uses located within residential zondigtricts shall bg
permitted one (1pround-mountedand one (1)wall sign subject to
the following limitations:

a. Maximum sign area shall be thirty-two (32) gguaet per sign
face; and

b. No ground-mounted sign shall exceed eightg&)in height.

Home Occupatiosign Home Occupations shall be allowed signage
subject to the following conditions:

a. The Home Occupation shall have a valid Specsd Bermit
issued by Orange County;

15



b. There shall only be one (&ignlimited to eight (8) square fe
in area and four (4) feet in height;

c. Such sign shall not be illuminated by any means;

d. Such sign shall not be located within any pusireet right-of-
way, sight distance triangle, easement, vehicukza ar othel
similar area;

e. The message of any such sign shall be limitatie¢dousines
name and telephone number.

("2}

5. Specific Regulations Governing Signs for: PatRablic and Non
profit; Recreational Facilities, Non-Profit; Rectieaal Facilities,
Golf Courses; and Recreational Facilities, Profit:

a. Unlike signs for non-residential development(signs for
recreational land uses are intended to serve fereiit
function and purpose. Signs within these typesantl uses
are intended to provide essential information camog:

1. Rules and regulations governing the operationthaf
facility,

2. Educational information identifying unique asisecf the
facility, the property itself, or significant eneimmental
features that are located on the property,

3. lIdentification of sponsors or public/private tp@rships
that are responsible for the development, upkeap,
maintenance of existing recreational amenities.

While some of this information could be construsdbaing
advertising material, the County views such sigrs
identifying those responsible for the existencdaha facility
and allows for recognition of entities that haveaeeed into
partnerships with the operator of the facility tmyde local
residents with recreational opportunities.
The following regulations govern the erection @frs at

Parks, Public and Non-profit,

Recreational Facilities, Non-Profit,

Recreational Facilities, Golf Courses and

Recreational Facilities, Profit within the County:

1. Freestanding signs announcing the name of theitjdleihd use ar

16
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subject to the following standards:

i. There shall be only one (1) freestanding sigm
property,

ii. The freestanding sign shall be limited to tweii20)
square feet of sign area,

iii. The sign may be either ground or pole mounted,

iv. Freestanding signs shall be set back a minimfiten
(10) feet from all property lines,

v. lllumination of freestanding signs shall be pgted in
accordance with the provisions of this Ordinance,

2. Wall signs shall either be mounted or paintedaohuilding. Wall
signs shall be erected in accordance with the provisiohsthis
Ordinance provided the following standards are ssth&o:

All wall signs shall be offset a minimum

five (5) feet from the side of the building on

which it is mounted.

pe

Wall signs shall not protrude more that

twelve (12) inches from the side of buildi
on which it is mounted.

Only one (1) wall sign shall be permitted

per building except as follows:

In cases where a building is located o
corner lot, a second wall sign may

erected on the building wall facing the

N a
be

second street right-of-way subject to the

requirements of this Ordinance.
If a building facade faces athletic fields

or

other similar recreational areas on the

property, a second wall sign, up to thirty-

two (32) square feet in area, may be ere

cted

facing these facilities, not to exceed the

allowable sign area as calculated herein,

Under no circumstances may multiple w
signs be located on the same build
facade.

The allowable area for wall sigr
to occupy on a building per permitt
facade shall be based on the follow
formula: one (1) square foot of wall sig

17

all
ng

1S
2d
ng
N




area for every point five (.50) linear feet |of
building along a right-of-way or facing an
athletic field or similar recreational use, not
to exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in arga.

V. A changeable copy sigean be
utilized as a wall sign.

Vi. Wall signs shall not extend
above the soffit, parapet, or eave line of the
building to which it is attached.

Vil. In cases where a wall sign |is
proposed to be illuminated, the sign shall be
internally illuminated or have external
illumination installed consistent with the
provisions of this Ordinance.

3. Informational signs shall be allowed in an dffdo provide
information concerning individual recreational anties available on
the property. Signs within this category are laditto those sign
necessary to identify the name of a specific remeal facility,
amenity, or use and are subject to the followirgagards:

[2)

i. The signs shall be no larger than twenty (2Q)aseg
feet in area,

ii. The sign shall contain information identifyinthe
recreational amenity including:

1. The number, letter, or name of a recreational
playing field such as ‘Soccer Field One’ |or
‘Soccer Field A’ or ‘Third Tee’ for a golf
course,

The number, letter, or name of a picnic shelter,
Walking trails,
Playgrounds,

a s b

And other similar activities

iii. The number of signs shall be directly proponal to
the number of individual recreational amenities
present on the site. For example, a Parks, Public
and Non-profit land use that has four (4) individua
baseball fields can  have four (4) individual
information signs, one (1) located at each site,| f
identification purposes. Similarly, a golf course
can have an individual information sign on each
individual hole,

18



Vi.

Vil.

viii.

Informational signs may contain the name, logo,

slogan of a sponsor that is responsible for

development/upkeep/maintenance of
recreational amenity subject to the followi
limitations:

1. The name and/or logo of a sponsor shall
take up more than eighty (80) percent of
total sign area,

the
the

not
the

2. No other advertising material shall be permitted

on the sign,

Maximum height of an informational sign reguthte

under this section shall be seven (7) feet,
Informational signs shall be located a minimahfive

(5) feet from any active recreational activjty

fields (i.e. soccer, baseball, football, etc) nedl)

foot from any established nature, man-made tralil,

and/or passive recreational area,

Informational signs regulated under the promis of
this section shall be set back a minimum of
(10) feet from all property lines,

Informational signs regulated under this sextshall
not be illuminated,

Informational kiosks shall be allowed in an effdo provide

information concerning the operational charactessof the land usg

to visitors subject to the following standards:

V.

A maximum of eight (8) informational kiosks shhk
permitted per one hundred (100) acres of property,

These signs shall be intended to provide infation
concerning operational requirements, contact nu
for services or emergency situations, and educait
information concerning the park itself or any ard
significant site features,

Informational kiosks shall be limited to thyrtwo (32)
square feet of sign area exclusive of architect
supports or housing,

In cases where an informational kiosk is pramb® be|
illuminated, the sign shall be internally illumiedt or
have external illumination installed consistenthwite
provisions of this Ordinance,

Informational kiosks shall be ground mounted{ tw

ten

117

ber
on

ural
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exceed seven (7) feet in height, exclusive
architectural supports or housing,

vi. Informational kiosks shall be located a minimwh
five (5) feet from any active recreational activiiglds
(i.e. soccer, baseball, football, etc) or one @bt ffrom
any established nature, man-made trail, and/oriye!
recreational area

vii. Informational kiosks shall be set back a miom of
ten (10) feet from all property lines,

viii. An informational kiosk may contain the namego, or
slogan of a sponsor that is responsible for
development/upkeep/maintenance of the recreat
amenity subject to the following limitations:

1. The name and/or logo of a sponsor shall

of

the
onal

not

take up more than twenty (20) percent of the

total kiosk area,

2. No other advertising material shall be permit
on the kiosk,

5. Directional signs shall be allowed in an effmrtprovide information

to visitors on the location of recreational amasitor offices located

on the property, subject to the following standards

i. Directional signs shall be limited to six (6)usge feet
in area,

ii. Directional signs shall not include any adveirig
material,

iii. All directional signs shall be ground mountsigns not
exceeding seven (7) feet in height,

iv. All directional signs shall be located a minimwf five
(5) feet from any active recreational activity €éiebr
one (1) feet from any established nature or manen
trail, and shall be set back a minimum of ten (fe@
from all property lines,

v. Scoreboards shall be allowed in accordance thiéh
following standards:

vi. One (1) scoreboard per individual athletic diglot to
exceed one hundred forty-four (144) square feet.

Sec 50-116 (K)

New Regulations

Status of Prior Violations.

ted

nad

All violations of the sign regulations repealed Hye adoption of this

20



Ordinance shall remain violations of the ordinanae®range County and g

penalties and enforcement remedies set forth hesleagdl be available as

though the violation were a violation of this Orante. Provided, howeve
that if the effect of this Ordinance is to make igns that was formerly
unlawful or nonconforming, become lawful and/or fwyming, then ng

enforcement action shall be taken except for theosition and collection of
penalties, other than the removal of the sign.tiier violations that occurred

prior to the effective date of this Ordinance.

Sec 50-116 (I)

Amortization of nonconforming signs

Nonconformingsigns shall be identified and brought into compliance
accordance with the provisions of Section 11.5ha Ordinance.

Sec 50-116 (m)

New Regulations

Expiration of Permits.

Notwithstanding other provisions of this Articlsign permits shall expire
within one hundred eighty (180) days of the datesetiance unless within

that time the work authorized by the permit hasnbeempleted. If a sig
permit expires no further work to construct, ereesgve, enlarge, illuminatg
or alter the sign may take place unless a new gegmit is obtained. Th
applicant shall be subject to all regulations agglle at the time a ne
application is submitted.

Sec 50-116 (n)

New Regulations

Permit Revocation

The Planning Director may revoke asign permit issued under this Artic
for any of the following reasons:

1. Issuance of the permit under a mistake of natct when, had th
correct fact been known, the permit would not hiaeen issued;

2. Misrepresentation of a material fact by thepl@pant for asign
permit; and,

3. Failure to comply with any of the provisionktbis article, except

-

= ¥

e

1%

that a permit for a nonconformirsggn may not be revoked so long gs

the nonconforming situation is allowed to contiru&suant to the

provisions of this Ordinance.

Before revoking aign permit, the Planning Director shall give the apght
twenty (20) days notice by certified mail of higant to revoke the permit an
shall inform such persons of the reasons for tlpgsed revocation and
his right to obtain an informal hearing on the gdigons. If the permit i

J7

Nt

revoked, the Planning Director shall provide to ¢tlwener a written stateme
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of the decision and the reasons thereof. The Rignbiirector shall alsq
inform the owner of his right to appeal the decisito the Board of
Adjustment.

No person may continue to operate, maintain, ordestanding angign or
part or component thereof for more than ten (10ysdafter the permi
authorizing suclsign has been revoked or has expired as outlined uhde
section.

—F

Proposed New Sign Definitions — would normally bacpd within Article Twenty-two (22) of
the Ordinance Proposed location within UDO is Article Five (5)

STAFF NOTE: All definitions are new and will take the place of any and all existing
definitions contained within the existing Zoning Odinacne.

Advertiser: Any person who is a lessee or owner of a sigrggent of same, or anyone who has
beneficial use of a sign.

Alter. This term shall include, but not be limited tbetaddition of sign surface area, the
changing or relocation of light source or the raloan of an outdoor advertising display from
one (1) position to another. This term shall inelahy and all structural changes in the sign, but
shall not include the changing of copy on a sigat th designed as a changeable copy sign.

Architectural feature: Shall mean any construction attendant to, butamointegral part of the
sign, which may consist of landscape, building,sbuctural forms that enhance the site in
general; also, graphic stripes and other architatfpainting techniques applied to a structure
that serves a functional purpose, or when theestrgr other painting techniques are applied to a
building provided such treatment does not incluedteting, logos or pictures.

Advertising Display Area: The advertising display surface area encompasséunwany
polygon that would enclose all parts of the sidime structural supports for a sign, whether, they
be columns, pylons, or a building, or a part thérsball not be included in the advertising area.
Also known as Sign Area.

An example of how advertising display area or siggn is calculated is as follows:

In most cases the rectangular shape of a sign eqadhe sign area:

In cases vmere there may not be an
formally ‘enclosed’ the surface area sha

\ include such reasonable and proportionat
space as would be required if a border ¢

frame were used.

Solid base not counted as area




In this example, the sig
area was determned by

enclosing the Ietterm\a\
imaginary triangle

Building Wall : Shall mean any vertical surface of a buildingstucture (other than a pitched
roof) that is integral to and could reasonably bestructed as part of the architecture of the
building when a sign(s) are not being contemplakEe@mples of building walls include but are
not limited to: awnings, canopies, marquees, thdica portion of gable roofs, parapets,
mechanical penthouses, etc.

Canopy, Service Station A structure made of metal, aluminum, or other maktentended to
be free standing or affixed to a building that ssnas an overhang intended to shield persons
from the elements while using the service station.

Controlled Access Highway A state or city highway, or section thereof, esgky designed for
through traffic and over, from, or to which highwawners or occupants of abutting property, or
others, shall have only controlled right of easeimeh access. For the purposes of this
Ordinance, Controlled Access Highway shall be N&@#rolina 85, Interstate 40, and any area
located within the Major Transportation Corridor TRI) overlay district.

Copy: The wording on a sign surface in either permaonemémovable letterform.

An example of sign copy is as follows:

All of the lettering, symbols, trade marks, andiam
symbols are considered copy. Orange County res
anyone requesting a sign permit to submit a rend:
of the proposed sign including the copy that wél b
placed on the sign once it is erected.
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Enforcement Officer: The word Enforcement Officer shall mean the Zgnianforcement
Officer and, when applicable, the Building Inspecto

Erect: To build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspendifix a sign.

Exempt _signs All signs for which permits are not required bwhich must, nonetheless,
conform to the other terms and conditions of tihigpater.

Flashing: A light that intermittently flashes on and off.

Frontage: The distance measured along the designated frofinéy public or private right-of-
way or easement, as determined by the directodasfnpng and development services, which
affords vehicular access to the property betweenpthints of intersection of the side lot lines
with such right-of-way or easement. For the purpasiethis division, businesses have only one
(1) frontage.

With respect to building frontage, the term shadlam the linear length of a building facing a pubtieet right-of-
way, exclusive of alleys; or the linear length lud street right-of-way that faces the building, efigiver is smaller.

Height of Sign: the vertical distance measured from the highesit pd the sign to the grade of
an right-of-way or surface grade beneath the sigmchever is less.

An example of how height shall be determined ifoHews:

The height for this sign was measured from the bése
) the poll from the grade of the adjacent right-ofyvia
the top of the sign. The grade of the adjacehtrig-

ay was utilized, as it was lower than the gradthef
‘/groperty next to the poll base.

Indirect lllumination: A sign that is lighted by a light source not sdesctly.
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Internal Illumination: A sign whose light source is concealed or contaiw#tiin the sign
itself, and which becomes visible in darkness bgisly through a translucent surface.

Logo. An established identifying symbol or mark assamatith a business or business entity.

Maintain . Maintain shall include general servicing and wgkén a safe, operable and attractive
condition.

Maintenance: The cleaning, painting, repair or replacement effledtive parts of a sign in a
manner that does not alter the basic copy, design stucture of the sign.
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Owner: A person recorded as such on official recordsr the purposes of this Section, the
owner of property on which a sign is located isspraed to be the owner of the sign unless facts
to the contrary are officially recorded or othemvisrought to the attention of the Enforcement
Officer (e.g., a sign leased from a sign company).

Premises: A parcel of land with its appurtenances and boddi which, because of its unity of
use, may be regarded as a unit of real estate.

Public Body: Any government or governmental agency of the CpwiftOrange, the State of
North Carolina or the United States of America. yAjovernment or governmental agency of
Orange County, the State of North Carolina, orilhéed States of America.

Sign Area: That area enclosed by one continuous line, cometiie extreme points or edges of

a sign. The area shall be determined using tlyesarsign area or silhouette visible at any one
time from any one point. This area does not ineltlte main supporting sign structure, but all

other ornamental attachments, inner connectingsJimtc., which are not a part of the main

supports of the sign, are to be included in deteimgi sign area. In no case shall decorative
features or landscaping at the base of the sigtrumbsthe view of motorists. Please see
Advertising Display Area as defined herein.

Signs: Any letter, figure, character, mark, plane, pomrquee sign, design, poster, pictorial,
picture, stroke, stripe, line, trademark, readingtter or illuminated surface which shall be so
constructed, placed, attached, painted, erectesterfad or manufactured in any manner,
whatsoever, so that the same shall be used foattraction of the public to any place, subject,
person, firm, corporation, public performance, deti machine or merchandise, whatsoever,
which are displayed in any manner whatsoever, diofyout-of-doors. Types of Signs:

1. Abandoned Sign: A sign for which no legaln@wvcan be found. Any sign face or sign
structure that advertises a business no longerumed on the premises for over ninety (90)
days. In making the determination that a sign ates a business no longer being
conducted, the zoning enforcement official shalhsider any or all of the following: the
existence or absence of a current occupationaideeutility service deposit or account, use
of the premises, and relocation of the business.

For purposes of this article, an Abandoned Sigtl slso include the following:

(1) Through age and/or obsolescence a sign thietmger conforms to structural or
maintenance specifications of this chapter, or

(2) Any pole, pylon, or structure expressly ingdlfor the purpose of affixing a sign
that bears no sign or copy.

2. Animated Sign: Any sign that uses movenoerhange of lighting to depict action or to
create a special effect or scene.
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Awning signs A structure supporte

d
entirely from the exterior wall of a
d

building and composed of non-rig

materials (except for the supporting

framework) upon which a sign
indelibly drawn, painted or printed.

Examples of an Awning Sign:

Banner Sign: A sign intended to pe
hung either with or without frames,

possessing characters, lette
illustrations, or ornamentatior

applied to paper, plastic, or fabric of
any kind. National flags, flags of

political subdivisions, and symbol

flags of any institution or business
shall not be considered banners for the
purposes of this ordinance. Banner
signs are regulated under the Special
Event Display section of the Sign

Ordinance.

rs,
S

C

Example of a Banner Sign:

Construction Sign: A sign that giv
the name or names of princip
contractors, architects, and lendi
institutions responsible fg
construction on the site where the s
is placed, together with othg
information included thereon.

es
al

agn
=

Example of a Construction Sign:
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5. Changeable Copy Sign: A sign that is | Example of a Changeable Copy Sign:
designed so that characters, letters|, or
illustrations can be changed pr
rearranged without altering the face|or
the surface of the sign. This shall aJso
include the changing of copies pf
billboards. Changeable copy signs,
for the purposes of this ordinange,
shall mean signs on which the copy is
changed manually. Also referred tojas
a reader board sign.

6. Directional/Informational Sign On-sit
An on-premise sign giving direction

Example of a Directional/Information Sign

S w®

instructions or facility information an
which may contain the name or logo|of
an establishment but no advertising
copy (e.g., parking or exit and entrance
signs).
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9. Directory Sign: A sign on which the
names and locations of occupants or |the|
uses of a building is given. This shall
include office buildings and churgh

directories.

10. Double-Faced Sign: A sign with two
faces.

11. Drive-thru menu board: An outdoor
menu for establishments offering
service via a drive through windoy
These signs shall not be considered &

ground or monument sign.

Example of Drive-thru menu boards:

primarily to attract attention.

12. Flashing Sign: A sign that contains an intelenit or sequential flashing light source us

sed

13. Government Sign:

Any sign erected and mainthinethe City, County, State or Federal
government for traffic direction or for designatioh or direction to any school, hospit

historical site or public service, property or fagi
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14. Ground or Pole Sign: A sign that is supportg@tbuctures or supports in the ground and

independent of support from any building. See @emri'se Commercial Signs.

15. Hazardous Identification/Notificatign Example of Hazardous ldentification Sign:

Sign: A sign designed to provide

essential public safety information
concerning the storage or hazardous
materials on a parcel of properi
There shall be no limit on the number
of signs that are erected for this purpose
so long as the signs do not contain
commercial  advertising  material,

company logos or names.

16. Identification Sign: A sign whose copy | Examples of Identification Signs:

is limited to the name and address af a
building, institution, development
community name, or person.

This definition shall include signs
identifying names of residential
subdivisions, school sites,
apartment/condominium developmernts,

business/industrial parks, and other
similar uses.

Identification Signs can contain logas,
art work, mascots, renderings, and
other graphic representations designed
to accentuate the advertisement.

17. lllegal Sign: A sign that does not meet thgureements of this ordinance and which has
received legal non-conforming status and which doet have permit authorization,

required, under the terms of the old ordinance.

18. llluminated Sign: A sign illuminated in any nmer by an artificial light source.

30
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19.

Inflatable Sign: A sign that is inflate
to take on a specific shape or figure t
is utilized to attract attention to
business event or location, spec
event, or parcel of property fc
commercial purposes.

Inflatable signs are commonly utilize
to announce special sales or events.
per the Orange County Sign Ordinan
Inflatable Signs shall be prohibite
throughout the County. Any individu
erecting an inflatable sign shall |
subject to an immediate notice

2d
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violation and be required to remove the

sign within the time it would normall
take to deflate the sign.

y

Examples of Inflatable Signs:

20.

Landmark Sign: A sign advertisir
that a specific structure or site
considered historically significant an
is listed in the National Register
Historic Places, U.S. Department
Interior, or designated by loc
ordinance in  accordance  wi
guidelines issued by the U.
Department of Interior.

g
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21.

Nonconforming Sign: A sign that was erectedally but that does not comply wit
subsequently enacted sign restrictions and regukatr a sign which does not conform to

sign code requirements but has received approvad the Zoning Board of Adjustment.

h
the
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22. Off-Premise, Commercial Sign: A sign
structure advertising an establishment,
merchandise, service or entertainment
that is not sold, produced,
manufactured, or furnished at the
property on which said sign is locate
This definition includes billboards and
other similar outdoor advertising
mechanisms.

Example of a Off-Premise Commercial Sign

23. On-Premise, Commercial Sign: A sign
that pertains to the use of the premises
where it is located. This definitign
shall include ground signs. On-Premjse
Commercial Signs can  contajin
changeable copy or a reader board so
long as the total square footage allowed
for the sign is not exceeded.

For the purposes of this ordinance, poll
mounted signs shall not be permittg
Poll mounted signs shall be considered
signs mounted on a single poll or mast
rather than on two (2) posts or polls|or
ground mounted.

Example of a On-Premise Commercial Sign
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24. Projecting Sign: A sign that is attac::jed Example of a Projecting Sign:
to a building wall and extending

perpendicular to, or approximately
perpendicular to, the building wall and
twelve (12) inches or more beyond the
face of the building wall.

25. Political Sign: For the purposes of this ordice a sign used in connection with a lo

state, or national election or referendum.

cal,

26. Portable Sign: A sign that is mobjle | Example of a Portable Sign:

and that may or may not have wheg
Portable signs advertise serviges
offered by a non-residential operatipn
on the parcel of property on which they
are located

27. Prohibited Sign: A sign that is not permitiedhe jurisdiction of this ordinance.

28. Real Estate Sign: A sign that is used | Examples of Real Estate Signs:
to offer for sale, lease or rent the

property upon which the sign |s
placed.
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Roof Sign: A sign, or any portion thereof, erecteghstructed, or projecting upon or over
roof or parapet wall of any building whether thépipal support for the sign is on the ro
wall, or any other structural element of the bunfgli Where a building has more than ¢
roofline, the roofline shall be considered to bghleist roofline located directly behind t
sign, as viewed from the business frontage.

the
o
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30. Snipe Sign: Any sign of any size, | Examples of Snipe Signs:
made of any material, including
paper, cardboard, wood, vinyl, and
metal, when such sign is tacked,
nailed, posted, pasted, glued |or
otherwise attached to a tree, ultility
pole, fence, existing sign, other
similar object or is placed directly
into the ground, and the advertising

matter appearing thereon is not
applicable to the premises uppn
which said sign is located. Also
includes any sign installed without
permission of the owner of the
property upon which the sign |s

located.

Snipe signs primarily advertise
services, location of  off-sit
developments or homes for sale,|or
other similar activities. Snipe signs
are illegal within Orange County.

1)
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31. Special Event Displays: Signs or othe
attention grabbing devices such |as
pennants, flags, streamers, and other
similar items that are designed to call
attention to a special event and are
only intended to be utilized on |a
temporary basis.

-

Example of Special Event Displays:

32. Three-Dimensional Sign: A sign that | Example of a Three-Dimensional Sign:
has height, depth and bredth that
incorporated an object into an
advertising sign (e.g., a three
dimensional hamburger or life-sized
pig advertising a food place).

33. Trailer Sign: A sign mounted on a vehicle naltgnlicensed by the state of North Caroli
as a trailer and used principally for advertisingpmomotional purposes.
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34. Wall Sign: A sign painted or mounted | Example of a Wall Sign:
on the wall of a building or structur
Wall signs can be comprised of reader
boards or changeable copy signs. | A
wall sign can contain letters, symbals,
trademarks, or other similar graphic
representations designed to represent
the name of an operation normally
erected on the front or side of|a
structure.

35. Window Sign: A sign erected on the | Examples of Window Signs:
interior side of a window of a place of
business advertising any service,
product, special, or sale conducted
within the business where it is located.

Window Sign’s can also include the
stenciling of the name of a nop-
residential establishment and may
include hours of operation, phone
numbers, and other pertinent
information associated with the non-
residential land use.

Tenant frontage Each lineal foot, major portion thereof, measaleng the main entry of a
tenant space within a non-residential complex.

Time and temperature sign A sign containing illuminated numerals flashingemately to
show the time and/or temperature.



