ORANGE COUNTY
BOARD OF COMMISSIONERS

ACTION AGENDA ITEM ABSTRACT
Meeting Date: June 16, 2009

Action Agenda
Item No. @%wd}
SUBJECT: Applications for Property Tax Exemption/Exclusion -
DEPARTMENT: Assessor PUBLIC HEARING: (Y/IN)
ATTACHMENT(S): INFORMATION CONTACT:
Exempt Status Resolution John Smith, 245-2101

Spreadsheet
Requests for Exemption/Exclusion

PURPOSE: To consider seven (7) untimely applications for exemption/exclusion from ad
valorem taxation for the 2008 tax year.

BACKGROUND: North Carolina General Statutes state applications for exemption must be
filed during the normal listing period, which is during the month of January. NCGS 105-
282.1(a)(b) does allow some discretion. Upon a showing of good cause by the applicant for
failure to make a timely application, an application for exemption or exclusion filed after the
close of the listing period may be approved by the Department of Revenue, the board of
equalization and review, the board of county commissioners, or the governing body of a
municipality, as appropriate. An untimely application for exemption or exclusion approved
under this subdivision applies only to property taxes levied by the county or municipality in the
calendar year in which the untimely application is filed.

Four applicants are applying for homestead exclusion based on NCGS 105-277.1, which allows
exclusion of the greater of twenty-five thousand dollars ($25,000) or fifty percent (50%) of the
appraised value of the residence. Based on the information supplied in the current application
and the above referenced general statutes the applicants can be approved for 2008. The
“opinion of the Assessor is the information provided to date satisfies the good cause requirement
of NCGS 105-282.1(a)(5) and these properties should be approved for exclusion.

There are currently 928 parcels receiving benefit of the homestead exclusion. With the approval
of these homestead applications, there will be 932 parcels receiving homestead exclusion for
the 2008 tax year.

FINANCIAL IMPACT: The reduction in the County’s tax base associated with approval of these
exemption applications will result in a reduction of 2008 taxes due to the County, municipalities,
and special districts in the amount of $8,825.55. For FY 2008/2009, the total net reduction in
revenue for late exemption/exclusions is $51,871.90.

RECOMMENDATION: The Manager recommends the above listed applications for 2008
exemption be approved.



NORTH CAROLINA
ORANGE COUNTY

EXEMPTION/EXCLUSION RESOLUTION

Whereas, North Carolina General Statutes 105-282.1 empowers the Board of County
Commissioners to approve applications for exemption after the close of the listing period, and

Whereas, good cause has been shown as evidenced by the information packet provided, and

Whereas, the Assessor has determined that the applicants could have been
approved for 2008 had applications been timely.

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS RESOLVED BY THE BOARD OF COUNTY
COMMISSIONERS OF ORANGE COUNTY THAT the properties applying for exemption for
2008 are so approved as exempt.

Upon motion duly made and seconded, the foregoing resolution was passed by the following
votes:

Ayes: Commissioners

Noes:

1, Donna Baker, Clerk to the Board of Commissioners for the County of Orange, North
Carolina, DO HEREBY CERTIFY that the foregoing has been carefully copied from the recorded
minutes of the Board of Commissioners for said County at a regular meeting of said Board held on

said record having been made in the Minute Book of the minutes of said Board, and is

a true copy of so much of said proceedings of said Board as relates in any way to the passage of the
resolution described in said proceedings.
WITNESS my hand and the corporate seal of said County, this day of )

2009.

Clerk to the Board of Commissioners
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Date l (;x 5@—0?

To Whom It May Concern:
I LL{(@ G Cﬁgwd‘édﬁé/ , am applying for a late Homestead

Exemption for year &DO% on Tract # 9\17“'/'5 / /7 because I
/..

Was not aware that this exemption was available to me.

Just found out about the exemption.

Signaturh 17 /L’—/ Z/IM

= _

How did you find out about this exempﬁon?

M Paualian
> )
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© NO.5@5

, r APR. 15. 2099 : ORANGE_CT MGR

am applying for a late Homestead

Exemption for year LoD 5 onTract# . becanse I

Was not aware that thig éxampﬁon was available to me.

. v -Just found out about the exemption.
s g ok A

How did you find out about this exemption?
Lt ) |

P.272

)
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To Whom It May Conqern:

I 2/1/] U7l 22 ,am applyiﬁg for a late Homestead

Exemption for year a@ﬁ,ﬂo’ on Tract # / %/7/ /? ,W : because I
/‘ﬁ\/: Was not aware that this exemption was available to me. '

Just found out about the exemption.

Signature (Eﬁbﬂ ) \%‘ﬂé@)} /}/)/tﬁ,_/e_/ -

How did you find out about this exemption?
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E jl \]é i Tuy UNIVERRITY
of NoeTH CAHOLINA .

SCHOOL OP LAW at Cuapny Hir

CLINICAL PROGIRAMYS

' ) . VAN HRCRE-WBTTACH HALL T p19.962.4109 -
January 28, 2008 . 162 ROCKY RIDGE ROAD F pmppéaaas
: CHAPEL HILL, RT 17914 www. fsw.unc.edlt

Ms. Gail Jones

Orange County Assessor's Office
200 South Cameron Street-
Post Office Box 8181
Hillsborough, NC 27278<

" Re: Stone Circles. Property. Tex Exemption.
Parcel ID No. 9821-31-8983 (Account No. 302434)
Parce) ID.No..9821-42-4618 (Account No. 302435)
Parcel ID"No. 9821-33: 1460 (Accournt No. 302436)

Dear Ms. Jones:

The following materials are submitted on behelf of Stone Circles, Inc., 2 North

- Carolina nonprofit corporation (hersinaftér-“Stone-Circlea™); in-support-of its Apphcanon |

for Property Tax Exemption. In addition to the required Form AV-10- Apphcanon for
Property Tax-Exemption; please find-the-following-documents-encloseds,

« Articles of Incorpormlon of Stone Circles
. -Bylawsof Stone-Circlest:
« Stone Circles’ IRS Exemption Letter

The remainder of this letter will serve to supplement the above listed materials
and provide additional information relevant to the exemption application. Specifically,
the paragraphs below. will. describe. the. organizational history and. mission of Stone

- Circles as well as the various-activities carried-out-on the property-in-question.

I. Organizational History and Migsion

Stone Circlés-is-a-North- Carolina-nonprofit- corperation-organized pursuant to
Chapter 55A. of the North Carolina General Statutes and exempt from Federal income tax
under section SO1{&)}3)-of the Internal- Révenue Code. Speeifically, Stone Circles is
classified as'a “public charity” under section 170(b)(1)(A)(vi) of the Code. -

The mission-of Stone-Cirélés-is to-support activists-and-sustain-the work of justice
through spiritual practice and principlcs Thc organization strivcs to-create sustainable

' 1t should be nomﬂ“tﬁarﬁrﬁthraﬁﬁmnrﬁvchrmdudw&wﬂkﬁnrapmmm state’ that the principal

 offi ce of the organization shall be located in Durham County, North Carolina. These Bylaws are currently

in the process of being-amended-to-reflect the-organization's retocation-to-Orange County:

18
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nonprofit organizations, and national coalitions that are interested in the intersection of
spiritual practice and social change. Ultimately, Stone Circles works to create a world in
which activists and leaders achieve greater victory in their quest for justice, where
organizations have the tools and the will to integrate reflection into their organizational
forms and strategies, and-where people can.connect with each.other. through communities
of learning and practice that allow Tor greater sustainability, happiness, and effectiveness.

In carrying out its mission and striving toward-the- goals-described-above; Stone—
Circles has organized retreats, workshops, and training programs for social change
activists and organizations. Stone Circles works with activists and organizations om
issues such as community building, youth development, education.and health services,
spirituality, and social change. In its various workshops, Stone Circles helps
organizations: structure -2 reflection-based organizational: culture .and -assists activists m\
increasing sustainability by exploring the inner workings of their leaderghip. Similarly,
Stons Circles facilitatas retreats that focus on sustainable activism-and:the inner work of
leadership. These retreats include time for spiritual practice and quiet reflection, along
with dialogue and sfrafegic coltaboration. Finally, Stone Circles has-developed-a training .
curriculum designed to. strengthen the spiritual path and facilitation skills of individual
leaders and activists. - These fraining programs provide the tools, support, and strategies
necessary to impact social change-organizations and communities. )

Recognizing that movements for social justice thrive in places of sustenance,
spiritual renewal, and” confemplative retreat;” Stone Circles-purchased-seventy acres of
property located at 6602 Nicks Road in Mebane, North Carolina. This property, which is
the subject of this exemption application, was purchased by Stone Circles on August 28,
2007 from the Human Kindness Foundation, and has been named.“The Stohe House: A
Center for Spiritual Life and Strategic Action” (hereinafter the “Stone House property™).
The next section-belowwill describe the specific activities currently being conducted on

. the property. ‘ .

II. Activities
The Stone House property-is currently being—used- to- facilitate- the retreats,

workshops, and training programs for social change activists and organization leaders
which Stone Circles Has developed. As described above, thiese programs focus on
spirituality, sustainable activism, social change, and the inner work of leadership. The
property is used to carry on these ‘‘core programming activities.”” The property provides
the necessary space-and-facilities for Stone-Circles! programs: in-terms of hoth buildings
and land. '

First, as to improvements, the property consists of several buildings which are
listed i Questiom 2- on- the- Application- for- Property- Tax- Bxemption. The major
structures are the “Main House,” “Meditation Hall,” and “Outdoor Pavilion,” each of
which providé the farge space necessary for group workshops; retreats, and training
programs. The foundation of these programming activities involves the practice of
mindfulness-meditation -and -contemplative. practice,-along with' periods of collaboration,

Stone Circles Property Tax Bxemption, pg. 2
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dialogue, and teamwork. The “Studio” is also used to carry out Stone Circles’ core
programming activities and provides an additional space for training and meditation.
Additiona}ly. there are six “Cabins” on the property. Three of these cabins are used to
house the primary staff members of Stone Circles. The remaining three cabins are used -
to provide sleeping spaces for Stone Circles’ program and retreat participants. The two
“Hermitages” provide additional space for meditation; particutarly for those retreat,
participants that seek a more solitary. and secluded environment. The final three
‘buildings on the property labeled as “Workshops™ are used for storage, general™

maintenance, and upkeep of the Stone House property and facilities.

In addition to the buildings described above, the remaining land on the Stone
House property is-also-used-to-facilitate Stone Circles’ retreats; workshops, and training-
programs. As mentioned above, Stone Circles' core programming activities are
fundamentally based-om meditation aud contemplative practice: Fhe land-comprising-the-.
Stone House property not only ensures the seclusion, peace, and tranquility necessary for
meditation which is practiced within the buildings, but it also allows for outdoor
meditation. In other. words,. the. land .itself. is..used . for. meditation and..contemplative
practice, two activities which make up the foundation of Stone Circles’ retreat programs.
The land is also used-for other outdoor-retreat-activities, including large group workshops
and training programs. Additionally, the land is used for sustainable agriculture and
farming, activities-which are-integrated within-the-Stone-Circles programs. The retreat
programs emphasize living in harmony with the land and each other, core values which
can be leamned- and-reflected-through-sustainablé-agriculture-practice.

TXX. Cnnch&si?n

Based onthe-activities-described-above; and-as-indicated-in-Questions 6 and 7 on
the Application for Property Tax Exemption, Stone Circles’ claim for exemption is based
on section 105-278-7 6f the-North- Carolina Géneral-Statutes: The-workshops, retreats,
and training program activities should be considered “educational,” as defined under
subsection 105-278-7tF):. As-described-above; the-Stone- Circles programs involve
training activists and leaders on methods and strategies of sustainable activism,

spmtuahty, and-sectal change: The-program- partieipants-are-also-trained-to-develop skills
in community building and organizational development. As such, these activities involve

the “‘transmissionof 'iﬁféﬁmﬁfﬁmmd*tﬁvtraﬁﬁﬁgor&évﬁbpmmﬁcﬁh&kmwﬁdge or
skills: of individual persons™ and should therefore be considered “educational.” N.C.

Gen, Stat-§ 105 2782 EE) (26075

Furthermore;- the-activities carried- out-on the-Stone-House- Property should be
considered “charitable” within the meaning of section 105-278.7(f)(4) because these
programs-have-‘humane-and-phifanthropic-objectives:.” N.C. Gen: Stat:-§-105-278.7(f)(4)
(2007). Specifically, all of the activists and leaders who participate in the Stone Circles
programs arc involved- with- organizations and-communitics that address- suffering and
injustice in our world. The skills developed through Stone Circles’ programs thus not
only serve the- individual" programr participants; but- also- the— organizations and

communities whom these participants in turn serve. As such, the activities being-carried -

Stone Circles Property Tax Exemption, pg.-3. .
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out on the Stone House property are those that benefit “humaﬁity ora signiﬁcant rather
than limited segment of the community.” N.C. Gen. Stat. § 105-278.7(f)(4) (2007).
They are, activities that benefit the community at large, and should therefore be

considered “charitable.”

Based on the information described above, Stone Circles hereby submits its
Application for Property Tax Exemption. If any additional information is8 necessary,
please contact us at.the University of North Carolina School of Law, Clinical Programs
Office, at the addressand-number listed above. Thank-you-in-advance for your {ime. '

Mostsincerely;

Siedeih B (el

Frederick R. Zufelt ,

Certified Third Year Law-Student
'Community Development Law Clinic -

University of North-Earotina-School-of Eaw-

Sretenn

Sara K, Weed

Certified Third Year Law- Student
Community Development Law Clinic
University‘ct‘-Norﬁreafoﬁﬁa-Séhwi-af—bﬁw

Stone Ciscles Property Tax Exemption, pg-4-
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Was not aware that this exemption was available to me.

Just found out about the exemption.
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a

How did you find out about this exemption?




