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Resolutions 

Resolution to Adopt FY 2012-2018 MTIP 

A copy of the “Resolution Adopting the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Program for FY 2012-2018” is shown on the following pages.  A copy 
of the signed and notarized resolution will be available in the final MTIP report. 

Resolution to Adopt Conformity Statement for Air Quality State Implementation Plan 

A copy of the “Resolution Finding the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program for FY 2012-2018 in Conformity with the North Carolina State 
Implementation Plan (SIP) or Interim Emissions Test in Areas Where No SIP Has Been Approved 
or Found Adequate” is shown on the following pages.  A copy of the signed and notarized 
resolution will be provided in the final MTIP.   

The North Carolina State Implementation Plan addresses the air quality requirements as set forth in 
the federal Clean Air Act as Amended.  The Implementation Plan sets pollution emissions budgets 
for various sectors, such as transportation and utilities, and the conformity process checks to ensure 
that the emissions impacts set forth by implementing the Transportation Improvement Plan (TIP) 
will meet those emissions budgets. 

1

TAC 2/9/2011  Attachment 6B



This page intentionally left blank. 

2

TAC 2/9/2011  Attachment 6B



RESOLUTION ADOPTING THE DURHAM-CHAPEL HILL-CARRBORO 

METROPOLITAN TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

FOR FY 2011-2020 

A motion was made by                                          ________     and seconded 
by____________________________ for adoption of the following resolution, and upon 
being put to a vote was duly adopted. 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has found that the Metropolitan 
Planning Organization is conducting transportation planning in a continuous, cooperative, 
and comprehensive manner in accordance with 23 U.S.C. 134 and 49 U.S.C. 1607; and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has found that the Transportation 
Improvement Program conforms to the purposes of the North Carolina State Implementation 
Plan (or interim emissions tests in areas where no SIP has been approved or found adequate) 
for maintaining the National Ambient Air Quality Standards in accordance with 40 CFR 51 
& 93; and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has found that the Transportation 
Improvement Program to be in full compliance with Title VI Civil Rights Act of 1964 and 
the Title VI Assurance executed by each State under 23 U.S.C. 324 and 29 U.S.C. 749; and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has considered how the Transportation 
Improvement Program will affect the involvement of Disadvantaged Business Enterprises in 
the FHWA and the FTA funded projects (Sec. 105(f), Pub. L. 97-424, 96 Stat 2100, 49 CFR 
part 23); and 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has considered how the Transportation 
Improvement Program will affect the elderly and disabled per the provisions of the 
Americans With Disabilities Act of 1990 (Pub. L. 101-336, 104 Stat.327, as amended) and 
the U.S. DOT implementing regulations; and 

WHEREAS, the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program of the Durham–Chapel 
Hill–Carrboro (DCHC) Metropolitan Planning Organization is a direct subset of the currently 
conforming DCHC MPO 2035 Long Range Transportation Plan; and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Plan has a planning horizon year of 2035, and meets all the 
requirements for an adequate Transportation Plan, and

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee has solicited public and private 
transportation provider comment and provided for  public comment period of at least 21 days 
for the proposed Transportation Improvement Program; and 
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WHEREAS, for years one and two (i.e., years 2011 and 2012), it is recognized that the 
Transportation Improvement Program will serve as the project selection document for 
transportation projects within the Durham- Chapel Hill- Carrboro Urban Area Metropolitan 
Area Boundary, and the NCDOT may move projects and phases of projects without 
additional programming or project selection approval by the MPO within that two-year 
period, providing that transportation conformity and financial constraint criteria are still met.

NOW, THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Transportation Advisory Committee adopts 
the FY 2011-2020 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, dated April 13, 2011, 
for the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization on this the 13th
day of April, 2011. 

TAC Chair

STATE of: North Carolina 
COUNTY of:  ___________________ 

I,                          ________       , a Notary Public of                        County, North Carolina do 
hereby certify that                          ______         personally appeared before me on the 13th

day of August, 2008 to affix her signature to the foregoing document. 

Notary Public for the State of NC 
Residing at: ________________________ 
My commission expires ______________ 

      
(Seal)
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RESOLUTION FINDING THE DURHAM-CHAPEL HILL-CARRBORO (DCHC) 

METROPOLITIAN TRANSPORTATION IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

FOR FY 2011-2020 IN CONFORMITY WITH THE

NORTH CAROLINA STATE IMPLEMENTATION PLAN (SIP) OR INTERIM 

EMISSIONS TESTS IN AREAS WHERE NO SIP HAS BEEN APPROVED OR 

FOUND ADEQUATE

A motion was made by                                                           and seconded by 
__________________________ for adoption of the following resolution, and upon being put 
to a vote was duly adopted. 

WHEREAS, the Transportation Advisory Committee is the duly recognized transportation 
decision making body for the 3-C transportation planning process (i.e., continuous, 
cooperative, and comprehensive) of the Durham–Chapel Hill–Carrboro Metropolitan 
Planning Organization; and 

WHEREAS, the United States Environmental Protection Agency redesignated Durham 
County as a maintenance area for ozone on December 26, 2007 and redesignated Durham 
County as a maintenance area for carbon monoxide on September 18, 1995; and 

WHEREAS, the Durham–Chapel Hill–Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization’s 
amended 2035 long range transportation plan conforms to the intent of the North Carolina 
State Implementation Plan (or interim emissions tests in areas where no SIP has been 
approved or found adequate); and

WHEREAS, that conformity determination used the latest planning assumptions approved 
by the Durham–Chapel Hill–Carrboro Metropolitan Planning Organization; and 

WHEREAS, that conformity determination used the latest emissions model approved by the 
United States Environmental Protection Agency; and 

WHEREAS, there are no transportation control measures listed in North Carolina’s State 
Implementation Plan; and

WHEREAS, that conformity determination was made according to the established 
interagency consultation procedures for North Carolina; and 

WHEREAS, the programs and projects included in the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro 
Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program for FY 2011-2020 are financially 
constrained in accordance with State and Federal law; and

WHEREAS, the projects included in the Durham–Chapel Hill–Carrboro Metropolitan
Transportation Improvement Program for FY 2009- 2015 are a direct subset of the amended 
2035 Long Range Transportation Plan. 
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NOW THEREFORE, be it resolved that the Durham–Chapel Hill–Carrboro Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Program for FY 2011-2020 conforms to the intent of the North 
Carolina State Implementation Plan (or interim emissions tests in areas where no SIP has 
been approved or found adequate) in accordance with the clean Air Act as Amended, on this 
the 13th day of April, 2011. 

TAC Chair

STATE of: North Carolina 
COUNTY of:  ___________________ 

I,                                 , a Notary Public of                        County, North Carolina do hereby 
certify that                                   personally appeared before me on the 13th day of August,
2008 to affix her signature to the foregoing document. 

Notary Public for the State of NC 
Residing at: ________________________ 
My commission expires ______________ 

      
(Seal)
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Section 1 – Purpose and Process 

Background and Purpose 

The Transportation Improvement Program (TIP) is typically a seven-year funding document for 
highway, public transportation, bicycle, pedestrian, and rail projects.  The importance of the TIP 
stems from the fact that projects must be in the TIP in order to receive State or federal funding.  In 
this current TIP cycle, the North Carolina Department of Transportation (NCDOT) has chosen to 
develop a ten-year funding document that contains program subsets.  The five-year Work Program 
includes fiscal years 2011 through 2015.  Projects funded in this program subset are well along in the 
environmental review and preliminary design phase.  The five-year Developmental Program includes 
fiscal years 2016 through 2020.  Projects funded in this program subset typically have not gone 
through the environmental review or preliminary design process, but instead are being set up for a 
feasibility study or other early investigation reviews.  The Transportation Improvement Program 
continues to be a seven-year funding document including fiscal years 2012 through 2018.  These 
program subsets are identified in the three NCDOT project tables used in this document and 
demonstrated in the following graphic. 

 Transportation Improvement Program   

5-Year Work Program Developmental Program 
FY 2011 FY 2012 FY 2013 FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016 FY 2017 FY 2018 FY 2019 FY 2020

 
 
The MTIP review process includes the Work Program and Developmental Program, i.e., fiscal years 
2011 through 2020.  However, NCDOT and MPO action to adopt their respective TIPs will be for 
the TIP period, which includes fiscal years 2012 through 2018.   

Every two years, the Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro (DCHC) Metropolitan Planning Organization 
(MPO) works with local citizens, government officials, elected officials, and the North Carolina 
Department of Transportation to develop a Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program 
(MTIP) that is eventually adopted as part of the State Transportation Improvement Program (STIP).  
According to federal transportation regulations, the adopted MTIP and adopted STIP must be the 
same for the first four years of the program, i.e., FY 2012 through 2015. 

Process and Schedule 

To begin the TIP development process, the MPO develops a Regional Priority List to indicate the 
preference of the MPO for funding transportation projects and provides the List to the NCDOT.  
The NCDOT issues a draft STIP based on NCDOT policies and priorities, and the Regional List of 
Priorities.  At that point, the MPO staff and TAC members meet with NCDOT officials to reconcile 
differences between the STIP and Regional Priority List.  The MPO releases a draft MTIP for public 
comment, and then makes adjustments based on public and staff input to produce a final MTIP that 
is forwarded to the NCDOT.  The draft MTIP is a copy of the draft STIP Local Supplement with 
the changes that the MPO desires to make.  As required by federal transportation regulations, the 
projects and funding plan for the first four years of the final MTIP and final STIP must agree. 
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The following page shows the Proposed Development Schedule for the FY 2012-2018 MTIP.  The 
dates shown on the Schedule are subject to change. 

 

Proposed Development Schedule 
FY 2012-2018 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program - MTIP 

No. Due Date Task

1 10-Aug-10

NCDOT releases Draft 2012-2018 State Transportation Improvement 

Program (STIP)

2 11-Aug-10 TAC receives the MPO supplement to the draft 2012-2018 STIP

3 25-Aug-10 TCC reviews the MPO supplement to the draft 2012-2018 STIP

4 8-Sept-10

TAC reviews the MPO supplement to the draft 2012-2018 STIP, including 
analysis & comparison with the 2009-2015 MTIP and 2012-2018 Regional 
Priority List.

5 Sept 2010
TCC subcommittee develops One-on-One agenda (including discussion 
points) for TCC consideration.

6 22-Sept-10
TCC recommends One-on-One agenda and supporting documents for TAC 
consideration.

7 13-Oct-10 TAC receives One-on-One agenda and provides feedback.

8 10-Nov-10
NCDOT holds Division 5, 7 and 8 One-on-One meetings with the DCHC-
MPO.

9 Sept - Feb Development of the 2012-2018 MTIP.

10 17-Nov-10 TCC refers Draft 2012-2018 MTIP to TIP subcommittee

11
15-Dec-10
26-Jan-11 TCC reviews Draft 2012-2018 MTIP and forwards to TAC.

12 9-Feb-11

TAC receives Draft 2012-2018 MTIP and considers its release for public 

comment.

13 9-Mar-11

TAC holds Public Hearing on the Draft 2012-2018 MTIP (evening 

meeting) & provides direction to the TCC.

14 Dec-Feb Local agencies review and comment on the Draft 2012-2018 MTIP.

15 23-Mar-11
TCC considers public comments and recommends approval of 2012-2018
MTIP.

16 13-Apr-11
TAC considers approval of Final 2012-2018 MTIP and Air quality 
conformity Determination

17 11-May-11

TAC approves final 2012-2018 MTIP and Air Quality Conformity 

Determination

18 18-May-11 MPO transmits 2012-2018 MTIP to NCDOT Secretary of Transportation

19 May-June Reconciliation of 2012-2018 MTIP and 2012-2018 STIP

20 August 2011 Board of Transportation approves FY 2012-2018 STIP

21 1-Oct-11 Federal Approval of TIP
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Section 2 – Local Supplement (Highway/Bicycle/Pedestrian/Enhancements)

Project Types 

The Local Supplement contains the transportation projects from the State Transportation 
Improvement Program (STIP) that are in the DCHC MPO.  The project types in the Local 
Supplement include: 

 Interstate highways 

 Urban roads 

 Rural roads 

 Bicycle and pedestrian (e.g., sidewalks) projects 

 Bridges 

 Safety and Hazard Elimination 

 Transportation planning 

 Transportation Enhancements 

 Passenger Rail projects. 

Format and Legend 
 
At the beginning of the project table document is an explanation of the STIP with tables that 
describe the format of the local supplement and keys for the funding sources and work types.  
Information includes an identification number, project description, funding, estimated costs, 
schedule, and project phases (e.g., right-of-way acquisition and construction).  The type of project 
can be denoted from the letter prefix in the project identification.  For example, “I-2204” indicates 
that this particular project is an interstate highway.  In addition, the project table is broken into the 
three project subsets: TIP; 5-Year Work Plan; and, Developmental Plan. 

Surface Transportation Program -- Direct Attributable (STP-DA) 
 
The Surface Transportation Program (STP) Direct Attributable (DA) provides funding for a variety 
of transportation projects.  These project funds are shown in the TIP either as individual projects or 
grouped together in the following projects:  

 U-4726 Bicycle and Pedestrian Allocation 

 U-4727 Planning Allocation and UPWP Activities 

 U-5023 Reserved for Future Programming 

The STP-DA is unique among other state and federal transportation programs because the MPO 
directly programs the funding as long as the project meets NCDOT policies for the STP-DA.  The 
program funds two types of projects.  TIP Incidental Projects are defined as DOT TIP projects 
where additional features, such as sidewalks or an enhanced noise wall, are included.  Independent 
Projects are unrelated to a programmed TIP roadway project or Enhancement project. 
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Draft MTIP 
 
The Local Supplement is the draft State TIP developed by the NCDOT.  The DCHC MPO uses the 
Local Supplement as a basis to develop the draft Metropolitan TIP.  The draft MTIP indicates what 
changes were made to the Local Supplement.  The tables below show which projects were changed 
in the Local Supplement and which projects were added to it to form the draft MTIP. 
 

Changes to Draft STIP 
Route ID Description/Miles/Cost Changes  
I-40 I-3306 I-85 in Orange Co. to US-15-501; add 

additional lanes. 

 20.7 miles 

 $47 million 

Define Phase A as NC 86 to Durham 
County Line (westbound) and Phase C 
as I-85 to NC 86 and NC 86 to 
Durham County Line (eastbound) 
(Phase B is completed Durham 
County project) 
Fund Phase A in FY 2016 and FY 
2017 for $10,208,000. 
Phase C $36,792,000 unfunded in post 
year.  

I-85 I-0305 I-40 at Hillsborough to Durham County 
Line.  Widen to six lanes and reconstruct 
interchanges and structures. 

Include widening of NC 86 from US 
70A to Old NC 10. 

Old 
Durham/ 
Chapel 
Hill Rd 

EB-4707 Garrett Rd. to US 15-501; bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements. 

 2.7 miles 

 $4 million 

Add $1million in funding in FY 2012. 
(Placeholder for potential cost 
increase.) 

US 15-
501 

U-5304 S. Columbia St. to Ephesus Ch. Rd.; 
sidewalks, wide outside lanes and transit 
accommodations. 

 4 miles 

 $5.1 million 

Accelerate by three years, thus 
construction starts FY 2016.  
Include roadway, transit, bicycle and 
pedestrian improvements consistent 
with recommendations of the Ephesus 
Church Road/Fordham Boulevard 
Transportation Study. 

 $5 million 
NC 54 FS-1005C I-40 to NC 55 in City of Durham; 

feasibility study 

 5.2 miles 

 $91 million 

Add $30.333 M in FY 2017, FY 2018, 
and FY 2019 to fully fund the project. 

Durham 
Orange 

TN-5102 New Freedom – Beyond Am. Disability 
Act Requirements 

Delete – redundant with TM-5129B 

Durham 
Orange 
Chatham 

TM-5123B Job Access / Reverse Commute:  Capital, 
Planning, Operating Cost 

Added Chatham County, funding 
amounts to be updated 

Durham 
Orange 
Chatham 

TM-5129B New Freedom – Beyond Am. Disability 
Act Requirements 

Added Chatham County, funding 
amounts to be updated 

Durham 
Orange 

TE-
4706Au 

Fixed Guideway:  Light Rail Service – 
Durham-Chapel Hill Right-of-way 

Added Durham County, Changed to 
Triangle Transit 
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Route ID Description/Miles/Cost Changes  
Durham 
Orange 

TE-
4706Bu 

Fixed Guideway:  Light Rail – 
Alternatives Analysis, PE & Design – 
Durham-Chapel Hill 

Added Durham County, Changed to 
Triangle Transit 

 

Additions to Draft STIP 
Route ID Description/Miles/Cost 
NC 54 New TIP 

project 
I-40 to Fordham Blvd.; feasibility study that considers results of 
MPO’s NC 54 Study and includes roadway, bicycle, pedestrian and 
transit improvements. 

 1.7 miles 
Add funding for short-term recommendations of the NC 54 corridor 
study in FY 2016-2020.  (Use draft report recommendations as 
placeholder for final report recommendations.) 
Short-term improvements in draft report: 

 Park-n-Ride: $1,795,000 capital, $720,000 operating 

 Transit: $2,100,000 capital, $4,066,200 operating 

 Bicycle and Pedestrian $6,820,000 

 Roadway $6,100,000 (without collector street network) 

 Total:  $21,601,200 
Fayetteville Road New TIP 

project 
Woodcroft Pkwy to Riddle Rd.; widen to multilane and include 
bicycle, pedestrian and transit improvements; add $7 million in 
funding each year from FY 2016 through 2018. 

 2.3 miles 

 $21 million 
Erwin Road New TIP 

project 
US 15-501 to NC 751; construct bicycle lanes, sidewalks and safety 
improvements; add $5.5 million in funding in FY 2016.  Statewide 
STP Enhancement program is suggested funding source. 

 5.5 miles 

 $5.5 million  
Jack Bennett Road New TIP 

project 
US 15-501 to Lystra Rd.; safety improvements; add $6.9 million in 
funding in FY 2016. 

 2.3 miles 

 $6.9 million 
Churton Street R-2825 US 70 Business to I-40; congestion mgmt., aesthetic and capacity 

improvements; add $9.5 million each year in FY 2019 and 2020. 

 2.5 miles 

 $19 million 
Eno Mountain Road U-3436 Eno Mtn. Rd. and Mayo St. alignment; add $2.4 million in funding in 

FY 2020. 

 $2.4 million 
NC 86 New TIP 

project 
US 70 Bypass to Coleman Loop Rd.; widen to multilanes; add $7.5 
million in funding in FY 2020. 

 0.42 mile 

 $7.5 million 
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Route ID Description/Miles/Cost 
Orange Grove Road New TIP 

project 
Churton St. to US 70 Alternate; construct roadway; add $30 million 
to FY 2020. 

 0.40 mile 

 $30 million 
Park and Ride Facilities New TIP 

project 
Construct park-n-ride lots in five corridors: US 501 north of 
Durham; I-85 east of Durham; I-40/I-85 near Mebane; US 15-501 
between Durham and Chapel Hill; and, I-40/NC 751 in Durham. 

 2,500 total parking spaces 

 $5,625,000 
Orange Grove Road 
Pedestrian Bridge 

EB-4980 Construct pedestrian bridge over I-40 (or retrofit existing vehicle 
bridge to accommodate pedestrians). 

 0.04 mile 

 $400,000 
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Section 3 – Statewide TIP (Transit)

This section has the pages from the Statewide Transit STIP that contain projects in the DCHC 
MPO planning area, including: 

 Durham Area Transit Authority (DATA) projects 

 Chapel Hill Transit (CHT) projects 

 Triangle Transit projects 

 Rural Operating Assistance Program (ROAP) in Durham, Orange and Chatham counties 

 Statewide transit programs 

An explanation of the table format and keys for the funding sources and work types can be found at 
the beginning of the Local Supplement of the STIP, which is in a previous section of this document. 
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Section 4 – Statewide TIP (Other)

The Statewide TIP includes all projects in the FY 2012-2018 State TIP that are statewide in scope.  
Since a portion of these various projects may occur within the DCHC MPO, these projects must be 
listed in the MTIP.  The Statewide TIP is listed on the following pages. 
 
An explanation of the table format and keys for the funding sources and work types can be found at 
the beginning of the Local Supplement of the STIP, which is in a previous section of this document. 
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Section 5 – Public Involvement 

The public involvement process is very important for developing a TIP that is comprehensive and 
reflects the values and desires of the local citizens.  Section 6 of this document, “Reference 
Documents,” provides an excerpt from the DCHC MPO Public Involvement Policy, as adopted on 
October 11, 2006, that specifically guides the TIP process.  Important public involvement events 
concerning the development of this TIP include the events described below.  Note that the 
proposed dates of these events might change. 

Public Comment Period 

The public comment period will likely be from February 16, 2011 (one week after the TAC releases 
the draft MTIP for public comment to allow for any TAC directed changes to the documents to be 
properly completed) through March 10, 2011 (three weeks after release).  During this period, a draft 
MTIP will be available for review at several key locations, including the MPO Web site – www.dchc-
mpo.org and local libraries, and citizens will be provided the opportunity to submit comments to 
DCHC MPO staff and TAC members. 

Public Hearing 

The TAC of the DCHC MPO will likely conduct a Public Hearing at 7pm, March 9, 2011, at the 
Committee Room, 101 City Hall Plaza, Durham, North Carolina.  Citizens will be afforded the 
opportunity to submit oral and written comments to TAC members and TCC staff. 

Summary of Public Comments 

The DCHC MPO will provide a summary of the public comments that are received in the final FY 
2012-2018 MTIP report, and will also make the full-text of comments available to the public by Web 
site or request.  
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Section 6 -- Reference Documents 

 
This section provides documents that are useful for reviewing the draft FY 2012-2018 MTIP and for 
understanding the MTIP development process. 
 
Regional Priority List 
 
The DCHC MPO adopted a Regional Priority List on February 11, 2009 and forwarded this list to 
the NCDOT for use in developing the draft FY 2012-2018 STIP.  To develop this list, the DCHC 
MPO uses a methodology that awards points to each project based on established criteria, and then 
makes adjustments to the subsequent project rankings based on staff and board evaluation. 

The following pages present the Regional Priority List and two important references: 

 Whether an MPO ranked project is included in the draft STIP; and, 

 The statewide ranking of the project in the NCDOT’s Strategic Prioritization Process 
(denoted as SPOT), which uses quantitative data to rank transportation projects.  For more 
information on Strategic Prioritization, see the Web page è 
http://www.ncdot.org/performance/reform/prioritization/ 
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Section 6 -- Reference Documents (continued)

Comparison of FY09-15 and FY12-18 STIPs 
 
The following pages present a comparison between the FY 2009-2015 STIP (current STIP) and the 
proposed FY 2012-2018 STIP.  The tables identify new projects, cost increases, project schedule 
delays and other fiscal and schedule information that is useful for evaluating the proposed STIP. 
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Section 6 -- Reference Documents (continued)

Other Reference Documents – on the Web 
 
The reference documents listed below are available on the DCHC MPO’s Web site – 
www.dchcmpo.org (see the Draft MTIP Web page). 

 Division 5 and Division 8 One-on-One meeting – This six-page agenda includes discussion 
points for a meeting among the DCHC MPO staff and board, NCDOT staff and NCDOT 
board members concerning draft STIP projects in NCDOT Divisions 5 and 8. 

 Division 7 One-on-One meeting – This six-page agenda includes discussion points for a 
meeting among the DCHC MPO staff and board, NCDOT staff and NCDOT board 
members concerning draft STIP projects in NCDOT Divisions 7. 

 Historic and Projected Traffic Counts and Volume-to-Capacity Ratio – Provides historic 
and projected traffic counts and volume-to-capacity (V/C) ratios for transportation projects 
discussed in the One-on-One meetings. 

 Changes Between The 09-15 STIP and the Draft 12-18 STIP – NCDOT document that 
identifies and provides comments on changes between the current and draft STIP. 

 Compare Reports – Uses standard funding ledger format to compare the 09-15 STIP and 
draft 12-18 STIP project by project.  There is a report for each of the three divisions in the 
DCHC MPO. 
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Section 6 -- Reference Documents (continued)

Public Involvement Policy 

The DCHC MPO adopted a Public Involvement Policy on October 11, 2006, that guides the 
process under which the major MPO plans and programs are developed and adopted.  The sub-
policy of the MPO Public Involvement Policy that specifically guides the Metropolitan 
Transportation Improvement Process is on the following pages. 
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Public Involvement Policy                 

 

3. Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program  

Overview

The Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP) is the document that describes 
the funding and scheduling of transportation improvement projects (highway, bicycle, 
pedestrian, and transit capital and operating assistance) using State and federal funds.  The MTIP 
serves as the project selection document for transportation projects and, therefore, is the 
implementation mechanism by which the objectives of the Transportation Plan are reached.  The 
Safe, Accountable, and Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-
LU) and preceding legislation, TEA-21 and ISTEA mandate an opportunity for public review of 
the MTIP.  The following is the proposed public involvement procedure for the Durham-Chapel 
Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program. 

Introduction

The Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro (DCHC) Metropolitan Planning Organization (MPO) will 
prepare a Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program, which is consistent with the 
requirements of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: a Legacy 
for Users (SAFETEAU-LU), and any implementing federal regulations. The MTIP will be 
developed based on: 1) revenue estimates provided by the North Carolina Department of 
Transportation (NCDOT): and, 2) the DCHC MPO Regional Priority List.  The public input 
element of the Metropolitan Transportation Improvement Program is presented as follows: 

Public Involvement Process

1.  The DCHC Technical Coordinating Committee (TCC) will develop a draft Regional 
Priority List from the Local Project Priorities of the MPO jurisdictions.   

2.  The Regional Priority List will be published for a minimum three-week (21-day) 
public comment period and the notice will be published by the Lead Planning Agency 
(LPA) in a major daily newspaper, and other local, minority, or alternative language 
newspapers, as appropriate.   

The notices for the public comment period and the public hearing will include an 
announcement that states that persons with disabilities will be accommodated.  
Special provisions will be made if notified 48 hours in advance (i.e. having available 
large print documents, audio material, someone proficient in sign language, a 
translator or other provisions as requested).  The Regional Priority List will be on file 
in the City of Durham Department of Transportation, Town of Chapel Hill Planning 
Department, Town of Carrboro Planning Department, Town of Hillsborough 
Planning Department, Counties of Durham, Orange, Chatham Planning Departments, 
the Triangle Transit Authority and the county public libraries for public review and 
comment. 
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Public Involvement Policy                 

 

3. The Transportation Advisory Committee (TAC) will hold a public hearing on the 
draft Regional Priority List.  The public hearing will be held at a location which is 
accessible to persons with disabilities and which is located on a transit route.  The 
TAC will approve a final Regional Priority List after considering the public 
comments received. 

4. The DCHC MPO Technical Coordinating Committee will develop a draft MTIP from 
the approved Regional Priority List and from revenue estimates provided by the 
North Carolina Department of Transportation.  The TCC will forward the draft MTIP 
to the Transportation Advisory Committee.  The Transportation Advisory Committee 
will publish the draft MTIP for public review and comment.   

5. Copies of a draft MTIP will be distributed to TAC members and the transportation 
related committees of MPO member jurisdictions.  Each jurisdiction will also have 
copies available for public review.  The draft MTIP will follow the same notification 
procedures as outlined above for the Regional Priority List.  

6. The public comments will be assembled and presented to the Durham-Chapel Hill 
Carrboro TAC.  The TAC will hold a public hearing on the draft MTIP.  The public 
hearing will be held at a location which is accessible to persons with disabilities and 
which is located on a transit route.  Public comments will be addressed and 
considered in the adoption of the MTIP. 

7. The DCHC MPO, being a maintenance area for air quality will provide additional 
opportunity for public comment on the revision of the draft MTIP (if the final MTIP 
is significantly different and/or raises new material issues). 

8. The process for updating and approving the Metropolitan Transportation 
Improvement Program will follow the sequence and procedure as described in the 
aforementioned PIP framework. 

9. Amendments to MTIP will be available for public review and comment, if they make 
a substantial change to the MTIP.  A substantial change is classified as the addition or 
deletion of a project with an implementation cost exceeding $1 million.  Public 
comment on project additions or deletions of less than $1 million may be sought at 
the discretion of the TAC by majority vote.  As long as a project’s description, scope 

or expected environmental impact have not materially changed, the TAC may 
approve changes to project funding without a separate public meeting. 

10. Written public comments and their responses will be published as an appendix to the 
final MTIP. 
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Section 6 – Reference Documents (continued)

Draft MTIP Press Release 

As part of the public involvement policy, the MPO will advertise the availability of the draft MTIP, 
the public comment period, public hearing, and mediums for submitting comments.  The draft 
MTIP press release will be displayed in this section. 
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DCHC Metropolitan Planning Organization 

ANNOUNCING 

A Public Comment Period and Public Hearing 

For the Draft FY 2012-2018 Metropolitan 

Transportation Improvement Program (MTIP)  

The Durham-Chapel Hill-Carrboro Metropolitan Planning 
Organization (DCHC MPO) has released the Draft FY 
2012-2018 Metropolitan Transportation Improvement 
Program (MTIP) for public review and comment.  The 
MTIP is the seven-year funding and scheduling document 
for transportation improvement projects (highway, bicycle, 
pedestrian, and transit) using state and federal funds. 

Copies of the draft MTIP are available for review at the 
City of Durham Transportation Division, and the Planning 
Departments and public libraries of the member 
jurisdictions (i.e., Durham, Orange, and Chatham Counties, 
City of Durham, Towns of Chapel Hill, Carrboro, and 
Hillsborough).  Copies are also available at the MPO Web 
site – www.dchc-mpo.org.   

The Transportation Advisory Committee, which is the 
MPO governing body, will hold a Public Hearing to 
receive public comment on Wednesday, March 9, 2011 at 
7:00 PM in the Committee Room, 2nd floor, 101 City Hall 
Plaza, Durham, NC 27701.  The public comment period 
will run through March 10, 2011.

Comments can also be mailed to the City of Durham, 
Transportation Department, 101 City Hall Plaza, Durham, 
NC 27701, Attn: Ellen Beckmann, or e-mailed to 
ellen.beckmann@durhamnc.gov. 

** Persons with disabilities will be accommodated.  
Provisions can be made if notified 48 hours in advance of 
the meeting. ** 
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