MINUTES

Board of Equalization and Review

June 9, 2008
Board Members Present:
Jane Sparks, Chair


Jerry Kruter


Bill Crowther

Staff Members Present:
John Smith, Assessor


Judy Ryan, Deputy Assessor


Steve Hensley, Appraiser


Pam Bryant, Recording Secretary

Ms. Sparks called the meeting to order at 2:00 p.m. on Monday, June 9, 2008.  

Bill Crowther was sworn in at 2:15. 

Rogers Triem   Bent Tube

770621
7.100.C.35

Mr. David Jessee appeared before the Board to appeal the 2008 value for Rogers Triem Inc.  The property is located at 501 South Greensboro St. in Carrboro.   He presented photos of the exterior of the property indicating a significant drainage problem and several years of deferred maintenance.  He provided documents from Carrboro’s legal counsel, Michael B Brough with The Brough Law Firm, that the Department of Transportation has recognized the need for replacing or supplementing the pipes that carry storm water runoff from the property.  Mr. Jessee also provided a 2004 appraisal of the property that estimated the value at $1,410,000.   Since the property has been vacant and not maintained since the last appraisal, Mr. Jessee estimated the value to be around 1,180,000.   He currently has an offer to purchase the property for $1,000,000.  

During deliberations, the board considered all information presented by the appellant.  Mr. Kruter made a recommendation to increase the amount of physical deterioration applied to the property to 70%.  Ms. Sparks seconded the motion and the motion carried.  

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

Charles Fyle 

Tract 700764

Mr. Fyle could not appear before the Board and requested that his position be presented  by Orange County staff.  John Smith presented Mr. Fyle’s concerns regarding his home at 400 Pleasant Drive in Carrboro. 

 Mr. Fyle is in the process of trying to sell his home and has it listed in the MLS.  Mr. Fyle contends that the addition is not complete and would like the value reduced for the 2008 tax year based on the percent complete.  

County appraisers visited the site in May 2008.  The number of bathrooms was increased from 1 to 2.5, and the dimensions of the deck were also corrected.  The result was to increase the value from $195,239 to $196,163.  The appraisers also reported that, based on current conditions the addition appeared to be approximately 80% on the day of their visit.

Mr. Fyle contends that the addition has not been 100% complete since 2001 and requested that the board further reduce the value to make up for the previous years “over taxation” in tax years 2001-2007.  Mr. Fyle has annually been mailed an abstract each year, but failed to notify the County that he had incomplete construction and failed to appeal his valuation in any previous tax year.

During deliberations the Board considered all information presented.  Jane Sparks made a motion to reduce the percentage complete to 80% on the addition.  No second was made, therefore, the motion did not carry.

After further deliberation, Bill Crowther made a motion that the adjusted value of $196,163 be approved as the 2008 tax value and no further changes be made to the value.  Jerry Kruter seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

Sherry Goodwin 

Tract 131425

Ms. Goodwin and her father appeared before the Board regarding her property at 4620 Fork Road, Rougemont.  Ms. Goodwin purchased her home in 1998 for $95,000 and feels the $143,828 valuation placed on it by the Orange County is too high.  The square footage of the home is 1300 square feet and there has had no new construction at the home since it was built.  Ms. Goodwin is disabled and has applied for the Homestead Exemption for the 2008 tax year.

During deliberations the Board considered all information presented.  Jane Sparks made a motion that no change be made to the value of $143,828.  Bill Crowther seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

There were three other taxpayers on the schedule who failed to arrive.  The Board recommended that they be notified and, should they choose, be rescheduled for Wednesday, June 11.  Having heard all the appeals scheduled on this date, Ms. Sparks made a motion to adjourn.  Bill Crowther seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 3:55pm.

_______________________________________

Jane Sparks, Chair

_______________________________________

Pamela Bryant, Recording Secretary
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