MINUTES

Board of Equalization and Review

June 11, 2008
Board Members Present:
Jane Sparks, Chair


Jerry Kruter


Tom Heffner

Staff Members Present:
John Smith, Assessor


Judy Ryan, Deputy Assessor


Steve Hensley, Appraiser


Pam Bryant, Recording Secretary

Ms. Sparks called the meeting to order at 2:10 p.m. on Wednesday, June 11, 2008.  

Ms. Ryan presented the Board with a list of value change recommendations for the Boards approval.

After reviewing the list, Tom Heffner made a motion to approve the value change recommendations.  Jane Sparks seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:  3

Noes:  0

It was noted that three individuals, Bipin Dalmia , Willie Shaw, and Robert Kelly, were scheduled to appear before the Board on June 9, 2008 but did not appear.  Ms. Ryan communicated with Mr. Dalmia and Mr. Kelly’s attorney.  Both contacted individuals were given the opportunity to appear on June 11, and both chose to withdraw their appeal.  Ms Ryan was unable to contact Mr. Shaw to reschedule, therefore, his appeal was dismissed for failure to appear.

Larry Rogers

200472

Mr. Rogers appeared before the Board to appeal the 2008 valuation for his farm at 5500 Corbett Ridge Road, Mebane, NC.   Mr. Rogers was questioning the increase in his valuation since 2007.  The value placed on the property by Orange County is currently $1,042,136.  Because the land is currently in farm use, the taxable valuation is decreased to $421,859.

Mr. Rogers had added two chicken houses in July 2007 at an approximate cost of $250,000.  County records show that each chicken house is valued at $126,920.  Because his property is in farm use, Mr. Rogers mistakenly believed the farm use should also apply to improvements.  John Smith advised the appellant that the use value applies to the land only.  He also advised Mr. Rogers that Orange County is reviewing the schedule used to depreciate chicken houses for the 2009 revaluation.

During deliberations, the board considered all information presented by the appellant.  Jane Sparks made a motion that no changes be made to the value of $1,042,136.  Tom Heffner seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

North Carolina Alpha of Pi Beta Phi Inc. 

Tract 706490

Marilyn Meruts, Maret Garrard and Diane Woodard, representatives of Pi Beta Phi, appeared before the Board to appeal the non-exempt status of properties at 109 Hillsborough Street and 111 Pickard Lane in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.  The appellants presented their argument to substantiate why they believe they qualify for exempt status under the North Carolina General Statutes.

The appellants currently have an appeal pending before the Property Tax Commission and are awaiting a decision.  Tom Heffner advised that, because the appeal is before the Property Tax Commission, this Board cannot reconsider their appeal.  John Smith assured the appellants that once a decision is reached by the PTC, Orange County will abide by their decision.

Tom Heffner made a motion that no change be made to the current tax valuation while awaiting hearings by the Property Tax Commission.  Jane Sparks seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

Fredy Rohue 

Leasehold Improvement 575037

Mr. Rohue appeared before the Board with his son acting as interpreter.  Mr. Rohue was appealing his valuation for his doublewide at 6900 Mt. Herman Church Road, Lot 22, Mobile Acres II Mobile Home Park, Durham, NC.  Mr. Rohue purchased the mobile home in June 2007 for $13,000.  The tax valuation for Mr. Rohue’s mobile home is $26,538.

Mr. Rohue had received a value change notice by mail giving the 2008 value of his mobile home, $26,538.  Because of the language barrier Mr. Rohue mistakenly understood this to be the amount of his taxes.

With the help of Mr. Rohue’s interpreter, the Board explained that $26,538 was his tax valuation and he would be receiving his actual tax bill later in the year.

Tom Heffner made a motion that no change be made to the value of $26,538.  Jane Sparks seconded the motion and the motion carried.

Ayes:
3

Noes:  
0

Having heard all the appeals scheduled on this date, Ms. Sparks made a motion to adjourn this meeting and to adjourn the Board of Equalization and Review for 2008.  Tom Heffner seconded the motion and the meeting was adjourned at 3:15pm.

_______________________________________

Jane Sparks, Chair

_______________________________________

Pamela Bryant, Recording Secretary
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