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Waste Matters is a publication of the Orange County Solid Waste Management Department. Its purpose is to provide information to  
citizens and businesses of Orange County on solid waste management issues. Orange County Solid Waste Management does not endorse 
the businesses or products mentioned in this newsletter.

  Of course this is printed on recycled paper!
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RecyclE RIGHT   You Can Make A World Of Difference!

Walnut Grove Convenience 
Center Improvements to 
begin Fall 2012
In autumn of this year the County is planning to begin 

improvements to the Walnut Grove Church Road Solid 
Waste Convenience Center that will bring more services 
as well as improve safety and convenience to users. 
Planned improvements include:

•� �Hazardous household waste collection center for paint, 
pesticides, chemicals, fluorescent bulbs and other toxic 
or hazardous materials from households only,

• �Compactors for bagged household waste with low 
loading height for easier disposal,

• �Large compactor set at a lower height for easier, 
more efficient and safer disposal of bulky items and 
household remodeling wastes,

Orange County Landfill to Close June 30, 2013

On February 21, 2012, the 
 Board of Orange County 
Commissioners determined that 

the Orange County landfill used to dis-
pose of municipal solid waste (MSW) 
since 1972 will be permanently closed 
on June 30, 2013. Once the MSW 
landfill is closed, household waste and 
bulky items now collected in dumpsters 
from the County’s five convenience 
centers will be hauled by County trucks 
to the City of Durham waste transfer 

station. From there, it will be placed into 
tractor trailers and trucked 108 miles 
to Uwharrie Environmental Landfill, a 
privately owned landfill in Montgomery 
County North Carolina.

Waste from Orange County busi-
nesses, churches and other institutions 
as well as households with private 
hauling service will have to be trucked 
to either landfills or transfer stations in 
other counties as there are no other 
permitted transfer stations or landfills 

for municipal waste within Orange 
County. At this point, the County Board 
has not determined what its long term 
waste management strategy will be, 
but will be reviewing various options.

MSW from the Towns of Carrboro, 
Chapel Hill and Hillsborough may 
also be delivered to City of Durham’s 
transfer station. Those Towns will have 
to determine whether they will join the 
County in hauling to Durham or take 
their waste to 

Beginning the first week in July you may mix cans, 
bottles, jugs, jars together with the clean dry paper 
and cartons.

No more separating paper from cans and bottles when 
you put your orange or blue bins out for collection at your 
home, use a blue roll cart at your apartment complex or 
business or at a drop-off site for recycling. All the recy-
clable material will be sorted, cleaned and prepared for 
recycling markets at the Materials Recovery Facility (MRF) 
where the County sells it. Do continue to separate out 
cardboard in dumpsters at drop off sites, apartments and 
commercial recycling sites. Cardboard size and quantity 
restrictions will continue at the curb – only ten pieces of 
cardboard per collection and none larger than three feet 
by three feet square when placed outside the bin. No limit 
to small pieces in the bin. Take the #2, #4 and #5 non-
bottle plastics like cups, tubs, toys and buckets to solid 

waste convenience centers 
and put in the purple bins; 
do not leave them at the 
curb. They will be land-
filled. Never put plastic 
bags in your bin or cart, 
those still need to go to local grocery stores to be recycled.

Why is the County making this recycling change? 
Combining all the paper, cans, bottles and cartons in one 
bin or cart will make collection and hauling more efficient 
along with making it easier to recycle – no more sorting. 
The trucks won’t fill as fast because everything goes into 
one compartment, not two where one side fills faster than 
the other. We will gradually convert to compacting trucks 
that can stay on the routes longer and collect more before 
dumping. Technical capability at recycling sorting facilities 
has improved so materials can be properly sorted using a 
mix of automated equipment and manual sorting to achieve 
high-value marketable commodities.

Continue to use your current recycling bins and continue 
to recycle only those materials you now include; no new mate-
rials are being added at this time. There will be no roll carts 
for curbside recycling at this time. Carts will be considered for 
curbside recycling next year. (See article on page 4)

Spring 
   2012�
www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling

To make recycling simpler and easier, Orange 
County will begin what is called ‘single stream’ 
recycling for all Orange County programs 
including curbside, dropoff, apartment and 
commercial  collections. What does that mean 
for you, the recycler?

Beginning in July Put All Recyclables �
Together in Your Bin or Cart

continued on page 4

continued on page 4

Closed  and capped 
north side of landfill 
showing methane 
gas extraction. The 
south landfill will look 
similar after closure 
next year. Gas will be 
extracted for about 
twenty years.

Orange County 
lined MSW landfill 
in operation May 

2012. We currently 
bury about 50,000 

tons a year.
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Plastic Bottles Water, soda, condiment, liquor, 
shampoo, detergent, milk, juice & drink  

bottles. A bottle has a neck smaller than its 
base. Rinse then replace lids. Labels OK.

  NO plastic toys, plastic trays, prescription  
       containers, wide-mouth containers such as

 tubs, cups, or buckets. No plastic bags.

Mixed Paper Any clean dry paper that tears:  
junk mail, office and school paper, paper  
bags, paper egg cartons, cereal boxes, frozen 
food boxes, juice and milk cartons, drink 
boxes, paper towel tubes and other  
single-layer cardboard. 
Shredded paper is OK!  
Place shredded paper in a paper bag.
Paper with small amounts of tape,  
crayon, and paint is OK. Envelope  
windows and staples are OK.

Bottles, Cans, Jugs, Jars and All Paper

ALL TOGETHER NOW
Recycle in a SINGLE STREAM

Flatten 
What You 

Can to 
Save Space

Leave 
Caps On!

Metal Cans Aluminum 
and steel/tin food or 

beverage cans. Must be 
empty. Tuck lids inside 
and crimp. Labels OK. 

Rinse and flatten. 

      Aluminum Foil 
      and Trays

	 Rinse any 
food residue.

Aerosol Spray Cans Must be 
  empty. DO NOT puncture or 

    flatten. Discard plastic caps.

NO tissue, paper towels,  
waxy or laminated paper.    
Magazines and  
Catalogs, Phone Books, 
Newspapers 
Inserts OK. 
Remove plastic bags 
or rubber bands. 
Keep clean 
and dry. 

Glass Bottles & Jars Clear, brown, 
  green and blue. Lids and labels OK. 

Rinse clean. 
   NO dishes, cookware, light bulbs, 
     window glass, mirror glass, pyrex, 

mugs, drinking glasses or ceramics.

Clean, dry 3 layered cardboard with wavy inner layer. 3’ x 3’ pieces,
10 piece limit. Flatten and place between or under recycling bins.

There is no limit to small pieces of cardboard that fit inside the bin.
Pizza boxes are OK as long as they are clean and empty.

Curbside
Recycling

Bins out by 7 a.m.

 No garbage! No plastic bags! 
Recycle clean and dry plastic bags at local grocery stores.

Corrugated Cardboard

Multi-Family 
Recycling

Blue Bin 
Every Week

Orange Bin 
Every Other Week

No Corrugated 
Cardboard in carts. 
See your apartment
manager about 
cardboard recycling.



35Drop-Off Site Recycling

Put Corrugated 
Cardboard into 

separate dumpster.

24 Hour Drop-Off Sites Open 24 Hours – 7 Days/Week 
Cedar Falls Park	 Weaver Dairy Rd. 1 mile east of MLK Blvd. 
University Mall	 Estes Dr. across from A Southern Season
Meadowmont	 behind Harris Teeter
Carrboro Plaza	 behind ABC Store
Hampton Pointe	 Hwy 86, Hillsborough, behind Home Depot

Solid Waste Convenience Centers

    
Recycle These Items at Drop-Off Sites �
and Solid Waste Convenient Centers:
 • �Glass Bottles, Jugs and Jars, Plastic Bottles, Jugs �
and Jars, Steel, Aluminum, Aerosol Spray Cans, �
Aluminum Foil, Magazines, Newspaper, �
Phonebooks, and Mixed Paper

 • �Corrugated Cardboard (three layered cardboard)  
Do NOT include: wax-coated boxes, peanuts or other  
packing material. 

Do not leave items on the ground. 
Do not take items from containers.

Drop-Off Recycling Guide

LOCATION MON TUES WED THURS FRI SAT SUN

Bradshaw Quarry Rd. Closed 7am-6pm Closed Closed 7am-6pm 7am-5pm 1pm-6pm

Ferguson Rd. Closed 7am-6pm Closed Closed 7am-6pm 7am-5pm 1pm-6pm

High Rock Rd. Closed 7am-6pm Closed Closed 7am-6pm 7am-5pm 1pm-6pm

Eubanks Rd. 7am-6pm 7am-6pm Closed Closed 7am-6pm 7am-5pm 1pm-6pm

Walnut Grove Church Rd. 7am-6pm 7am-6pm Closed Closed 7am-6pm 7am-5pm 1pm-6pm

Additional Items Accepted ONLY at �
Solid Waste Convenience Centers Include:
• Non-Bottle Rigid Plastics #2, #4, #5 �
   Tubs, cups, buckets and toys etc.

• �Household Trash and Bulky Items such as furniture.   
One load per household per day limit. Orange County  
Residents only.

• �Yard Waste Limit one load per day or weekend period. 
Not available at Bradshaw Quarry Center.

• �Clean Wood Waste Unpainted, untreated wood and  
pallets. Limit one load per day or weekend period.   

• Large Appliances Limit two per day or weekend period. 
• Scrap Metal Limit one load per day or weekend period.  
• Tires Limit five per month. 
• Electronics Computers, TV’s, stereos and other data carrying 
   devices and electronic media (DVD's, CD's, and their cases).  
• �Used Motor Oil • Oil Filters • Antifreeze �

Recycle with motor oil: Heating Oil, Gear Oil, Coleman Fuel,  
Kerosene, Diesel Fuel, Transmission Fluid. 
Do NOT include: Gasoline, Brake Fluid, Solvents, Mixed  
    Gas. Take to the Household Hazardous Waste Collection, 
    Orange County Landfill, 1514 Eubanks Rd. 
    Mon-Fri 10am-6pm • Saturdays 7:30am-12 noon.

 • ALL Batteries Automotive and Household. 

 • �Salvage Sheds At all centers but Bradshaw Quarry Rd. 
accept reusable household items in good condition. 
Do NOT leave: clothing, carpet, construction material  
or trash items at the Salvage Sheds.
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• �Food waste and vegetable oil recycling containers,
• �Fully paved surfaces to reduce dust and mud and control storm water runoff,
• �Enlarged entrance,
• �Single-stream recycling for easier recycling of all cans, bottles and paper – no 

more separation necessary,
• �Cardboard compactor to reduce the number of dumpsters at the center, 

Plastic bag and film collection
• Textiles (clothing and shoes) 

Why is Orange County doing this? We need to improve efficiency and safety of col-
lection and expand recycling opportunities for all our residents. We will begin hauling 
waste longer distances in July 2013 when the landfill closes and longer hauls of waste 
are more efficient if compacted. Installing compaction units for recyclables and larger 
containers for brush, white goods, scrap metal, clean wood and tires will mean fewer 
hauls back to the recycling processing area on Eubanks Road or directly to market, 
saving fuel, labor and wear and tear on trucks and roads.

The Walnut Grove Church Road site was the first site chosen because the County 
owns the site and we wanted to put more waste and recycling services within reach 
of the northern half of the County residents. The overall plan that the Board of 
Commissioners adopted in 2010 includes two larger district sites and three neighbor-
hood sites with improvements to the remaining convenience centers taking place in 
phases, ideally over the next several years.

During the construction period, which weather permitting is estimated to last about 
four months, disposal service at the Walnut Center will be limited to bagged household 
waste only. Motor oil, oil filters, antifreeze and batteries will also continue to be accept-
ed for recycling. All other disposal and recycling services now available at this site will 
resume once the improvements are completed.

Once the Walnut center is completed, work may begin on improvements to the first 
neighborhood center at High Rock Road convenience center if that recommendation is 
adopted in the final 2012-13 budget.  

Recycle this newsletter with your newspapers! 	 Orange County Solid Waste Management
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Landfill to Close June 30 continued from page 1
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Walnut Grove Improvements continued from page 1

SOLID WASTE INFORMATION

Orange County Solid Waste Management and Recycling	
(919)968-2788	 Email: Recycling@co.orange.nc.us	 Web: www.co.orange.nc.us/recycling/
Carrboro Public Works and Sanitation	 	
(919)918-7425	 Email: pworks@townofcarrboro.org	 Web: www.townofcarrboro.org
Chapel Hill Public Works and Sanitation
(919) 969-5100	 Email:publicworks@townofchapelhill.org	 Web: www.townofchapelhill.org
Hillsborough Public Works
(919) 732-1270x78	 Email: publicworks@hillsboroughnc.org	 Web: www.ci.hillsborough.nc.us/content/public-works
UNC Office of Waste Reduction and Recycling
(919) 962-1442	 Email: recycling@fac.unc.edu	 Web: go.unc.edu/recycling
NC Division of  Environmental Assistance and Outreach
(877) 623-6748	 Web: www.p2pays.org

How do we want our County to look? If we favor clean roadsides, clean air and clean water, 
we can do our part by not only refraining from littering or dumping or burning trash but also 
reporting incidents. This is a guide to help report illegal burning, dumping, littering, or theft 
of recyclables:

Littering: You can call or email the State Department of Transportation’s hot line:  
“SWAT A LITTERBUG” when you see someone tossing anything from a cigarette butt  
to a bag of garbage.
• �www.ncdot.gov/~beautification and follow the ‘Swat a Litterbug’ link
• �Call DOT Customer Service Office at 1-877-DOT-4YOU (1-877-368-4968)
• �Request  a mail-in  card from Orange County Solid Waste Management

Upon receipt of the litterbug information, NC DOT will:
• Notify the vehicle owner of the littering offense
• Inform the vehicle owner of the penalties for littering
• Urge the litterbug to stop littering  

Burning: It is illegal to burn garbage anywhere anytime in Orange County. To report  
garbage burning, call Solid Waste Enforcement staff at 919-968-2788 x 109 or x 107. 

It is illegal to burn yard debris or leaves within Town limits of the three towns. Call 
911 to report.

It is sometimes OK to burn yard debris or leaves in the unincorporated areas outside 
Town limits. If you see yard debris or leaves being burned and are not sure if it is OK or 
being done safely call enforcement staff at 919-968-2788 ext. 109 or 107.  
Dumping: If you see dumping down a storm drain in Chapel Hill call (919) 969-
RAIN, in Carrboro call (919) 918-7326 and in Hillsborough or unincorporated Orange 
County call the Stormwater Resource Officer (919) 245-2588. If you see illegal dumping 
or piles of bags of waste call enforcement staff at (919) 968-2788 x 109 or x 107. In 
Chapel Hill you can also call (919) 969-5100. Otherwise call 911. 
Stealing: If you see anyone stealing materials from any recycling containers, call 911. 
Do not attempt to stop them yourself. 

The materials become County property once they are placed into the County containers 
and and their sale contributes to the revenue used to operate recycling programs. 

Report Illegal Burning, Dumping �
or Littering in Orange County

In the fall 2011 newsletter there was a reference made to 
providing roll carts instead of blue bins for all households 
that now recycle weekly using blue bins within Town limits 

and in the future providing them to replace the orange bin, biweekly rural pro-
gram too. The shift to carts will now not happen this summer as had been planned.  
Due to issues associated with the decision to close the county landfill and not to site 
a local waste transfer station this time, the Town of Chapel Hill elected to conduct 
a comprehensive solid waste management analysis of all Town waste operations, 
which is causing a delay in Orange County’s plans to distribute roll carts. In the 
event the Town decided to not continue with the current Orange County-provided 
recycling program, the County did not want to proceed with the purchase of roll 
carts at this time. Until the Town concludes its current solid waste planning process 
later this year, the curbside recycling programs will continue to use bins rather 
than switch to carts. Carts are a more efficient way to collect single stream recy-
cling and can hold more materials, but at this time we are obligated to continue to 
use the bins. We are hopeful that we will be able to deploy roll carts for curbside 
recycling collection next year.

No Roll-carts for 
Curbside Recycling 
Programs This Year

another out-of-county location. UNC’s 
contract waste hauler Waste Industries 
takes its waste to its own transfer sta-
tion in Durham County. Waste collected 
by private haulers may most likely be 
delivered to any of three transfer sta-
tions in Durham or a privately owned 
landfill in Person County. Few other 
destinations are available at this time. 
The County does not control or direct 
the flow of the MSW collected by oth-
ers. 

Each local government has evalu-
ated the additional cost of hauling to 
out of county disposal facilities and will 
be making future disposal decisions 
with the objective of minimizing these 
costs to the extent possible. Because of 
longer hauling times relative to haul-
ing to the current Eubanks Road land-

fill some additional fuel, maintenance, 
equipment and personnel resources will 
likely be required by the Towns of 
Carrboro and Chapel Hill. The Town 
of Hillsborough projects no additional 
costs as they are almost equi-distant 
from the Durham transfer station as 
from the County’s current landfill site.  
Every ton of material that can be 
reduced, composted or recycled will 
reduce the cost of waste hauling and 
disposal. Putting more paper, cans, 
bottles, jugs and jars in the bin or cart 
or putting food  and coffee grounds in 
the compost bin will not only save us all 
money, but also continue to make those 
resources available for a longer life.

Orange County again led North Carolina 
with a 56% waste reduction rate in 2011.


