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Agricultural Support Enterprises 

Basic Zoning Program 

Notes:   

1. Some uses listed below already exist within the UDO; of these, some are proposed for changes (predominantly addition of use-
specific standards) while others are not proposed for changes (see footnote below for key).  This table is intended to show the full 
range of uses that have been considered “Agricultural Support Enterprises” through the years and are subject to zoning 
regulations.  

2. All uses are subject to the development standards contained in Article 6 of the UDO (Landscaping, Buffers, Parking, Loading, 
Signage, Lighting, etc.) and any other applicable section. 

3. All uses are subject to any applicable Environmental Health (well, septic, food service, etc.) and Building Code regulations.  
These types of regulations are adopted at the State level and the local government cannot change them. 

4. There may be other State or Federal requirements applicable to specific uses (e.g., meat processing for public consumption).  
DEAPR or Cooperative Extension staff can assist people with understanding other types of requirements. 

5. A pre-development meeting is available free of charge to all persons proposing projects.  All relevant County staff members (from 
all involved departments, depending on project proposed) are in attendance at the meeting to assist potential applicants in 
understanding all requirements for the potential project and the relevant processes.  Prospective applicants are highly 
encouraged to take advantage of this service. 

Type of Use1 General Use Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed2 

Conditional Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed 

Standards Section for 
Specific Use 

Agricultural Processing Facility AS, I1, I2, I3 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ 5.13.2 
Agricultural Processing Facility, 
Community 

RB, AR, LC1, NC2, AS, I1 ASE-CZ, CUD 5.13.3 

Agricultural Services Uses* AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD None 

                                                           
1 What is it?  Check the definition section of the amendment packet to see how it’s defined. 
2 Check Article 3 of UDO for explanation of zoning districts:  http://orangecountync.gov/planning/Ordinances.asp 
*:  Use type currently exists in the UDO and is not proposed for modification. 
^:  Use type currently exists in the UDO and is proposed for modification. 
 
 

http://orangecountync.gov/planning/Ordinances.asp
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Type of Use1 General Use Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed2 

Conditional Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed 

Standards Section for 
Specific Use 

Botanical Gardens/Arboretum* All districts except EC5 and 
EI 

ASE-CZ None 

Cold Storage Facility AS (w/ SUP-A), I1, I2, I3 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.13.4 

Community Farmers’ Market RB, AR, LC1, NC2, CC3, 
GC4, AS 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.13.5 

Composting Operation, no grinding AS (w/ SUP-A) ASE-CZ, CUD 5.13.6 
Composting Operation, with grinding AS (w/ SUP-A) ASE-CZ 5.13.6 
Cooperative Farm Stand RB, AR, LC1, NC2, AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.13.7 
Country Store LC1, NC2, AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.15 
Equestrian Center AR (w/ SUP-A) ASE-CZ, CUD 5.13.8 
Farm Equipment Rental, Sales and 
Service^ 

GC4, EC5, AS, I2, I3 ASE-CZ 5.13.9 

Farm Supply Store LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.13.10 
Feed Mill^  AS, I2, I3 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ 5.13.11 
Garden Center* LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.3 
Greenhouses with On Premises 
Sales^ 

AR, NC2, CC3, GC4, EC5, 
AS 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.13.12 

Guest Ranch none ASE-CZ 5.7.6 
Kennels, Class I* RB, AR, R1, CC3, GC4, AS ASE-CZ None 
Kennels, Class II* w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR, R1, 

CC3, GC4, AS 
ASE-CZ 5.6.5 

Meat Processing Facility, Community  RB, AR ASE-CZ, CUD 5.13.13 
Meat Processing Facility, Regional AS (w/ SUP-A) ASE-CZ 5.13.14 
Metal Fabrication Shop Not explicit (would fall under 

one of the Industrial 
classifications) 

ASE-CZ 5.14.1 

Microbrewery, production only I1, I2, I3 
w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.14.2 

Microbrewery with Minor Events w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR, I1, 
I2, I3 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.10 

Microbrewery with Major Events none ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ 5.6.11 
Off-Season Use of Farm Equipment RB, AR, AS ASE-CZ, CUD 5.13.15 
Rural Guest Establishment: Bed & RB, AR, R1 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.7 
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Type of Use1 General Use Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed2 

Conditional Zoning 
Districts in which Allowed 

Standards Section for 
Specific Use 

Breakfast* 
Rural Guest Establishment: Bed & 
Breakfast Inn* 

w/ SUP-B only: AR, R1 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.8 

Rural Guest Establishment: Country 
Inn* 

w/ SUP-A only: AR, R1 ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.9 

Rural Heritage Museum w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR, LC1, 
NC2, AS 

ASE-CZ, CUD 5.17.7 

Rural Special Events RB, AR, AS ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.17.8 
Sawmill^ AS ASE-CZ3 5.14.3 

Stables, Commercial^ w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR, R1, 
CC3, GC4, AS 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ 5.13.16 

Stockyards / Livestock Markets^ AS ASE-CZ 5.13.17 

Studio (Art)*  LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, OI, I1, 
I2, I3 

MPD-CZ, REDA-CZ-1, CUD None 

Taxidermy LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, I1 
w/ SUP-B only: AR 

ASE-CZ, CUD 5.6.12 

Veterinary Clinic 
LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, EC5, 
OI, AS, I1, I2, I3 
w/ SUP-B only: AR 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.16.1 

Veterinary Clinic, mobile 
LC1, NC2, CC3, GC4, EC5, 
OI, AS, I1, I2, I3 
w/ SUP-B only: AR, R1 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.16.2 

Veterinary Hospitals^ CC3, GC4, EC5, OI, AS, I2, 
I3 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.16.3 

Winery, production only I1, I2, I3 
w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.14.4 

Winery with Minor Events w/ SUP-B only: RB, AR, I1, 
I2, I3 

ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ, CUD 5.6.13 

Winery with Major Events none ASE-CZ, MPD-CZ 5.6.14 

                                                           
3 This cell was inadvertently left blank on a previous version.  Corrected on February 17, 2014. 



4 
 

 
 
 

Bona Fide Farming Activities 

Bona fide farming activities are exempt from local zoning regulations, but may be subject to environmental health and building codes 
and regulations in the UDO that are not considered “zoning”.  Examples of bona fide farming activities are: 

• Production and activities relating or incidental to the production of crops, fruits, vegetables, ornamental and flowering plants, 
dairy, livestock (including horses), and poultry.  Includes the use of greenhouses. 

• Planting and production of trees and timber 
• Aquaculture 
• Marketing and selling of agricultural products produced on-site (e.g., can have a farm stand or store building on the bona fide 

farm and farm products can include raw and value added products). 
• On-site agritourism 
• Storage and use of products and materials for on-site agricultural purposes 
• Packing, treating, processing, sorting, storage, and other activities performed to add value to crops, livestock, and agricultural 

products produced on-site 
• Production of nonfarm product that the Department of Agriculture and Consumer Services recognizes as a “Goodness Grows 

in North Carolina” product, if produced on a farm subject to a conservation agreement in an enhanced voluntary agriculture 
district 

• Sawmill for timber produced on-site 
• Farm employee housing 
• Teaching classes related to agriculture on the farm 
• Winery (using predominantly grapes produced on-site) 
• Microbrewery (using predominantly crops produced on-site) 

 

 


