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At the Library: 
A look at what’s happening at the library 

By Erin Hils Shepherd 
Orange County Public Library 

 
Greetings from Orange County Public Library.   
 
OCPL has been a part of the Orange County community since 1910, when citizens organized a library association in 
Hillsborough. In the ensuing century, OCPL has operated under various names and resided in several different 
buildings. But, in that time, the spirit of the library’s mission has remained unchanged: OCPL exists to meet the 
reading enjoyment and educational information needs of Orange County residents through books and other 
materials.   
 
We are excited to begin this new column in the News of Orange. Every other week, At the Library will feature: 

 Library news and goings-on; 

 Upcoming programs for children, teens and adults; 

 Highlights of the many services available at OCPL; 

 Book and movie recommendations; 

 Free resources; 

 A “How to Use the Library If You Are...” series; 

 And more. 
 
We encourage you to visit one (or more) of the three OCPL locations in Orange County: 

 OCPL Main Library, 137 W. Margaret Lane in downtown Hillsborough; all spaces in the parking deck 
behind the library are free; 

 OCPL Carrboro Branch Library, 900 Old Fayetteville Road in Chapel Hill, which  is located inside 
McDougle Middle School; and 

 OCPL Cybrary, 100 N. Greensboro St. in Carrboro, which is located inside the Carrboro Century Center. 
 
Be sure to also visit OCPL online at www.orangecountync.gov/library. 
 
Coming up 
Orange County Public Library is pleased to announce new service improvements beginning July 1. 
The OCPL Main Library will offer expanded hours starting Monday, July 1. The library will open one hour earlier 
on Fridays and Saturdays and add two hours of service on Sunday. The new operating hours are: 

 Monday through Thursday from 9 a.m. to 8 p.m.; 

 Friday and Saturday from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m.; and 

 Sunday from noon to 6 p.m. 
 
The library DVD collection is very popular, and new titles are being added regularly. Starting July 1, DVDs can be 
borrowed for seven days. Customers will also be able to checkout up to five DVDs at a time. 
 

http://www.orangecountync.gov/library


Express lane 
Did you know the Main Library now has three express checkout stations for customers to use? 
 
You can do it yourself at the library when it comes to checking out your materials. Two express checkout stations 
are located on the first floor, and a third is located on the second floor.   
 
More than 60 percent of all checkouts are being completed through express checkout, and library customers report 
very high satisfaction rates with this new service. 
 
Library usage up 
Orange County Public Library customers are using the library now more than ever. With free books, magazines, 
DVDs, CDs, audiobooks, e-books and more, there is something for everyone at OCPL. 
 
In the past year, customers borrowed library materials more than 400,000 times—a record figure. This represents a 
100 percent increase in library borrowing in just the last four years. 
 
If you haven’t been by lately, come by and visit your Orange County Public Library.  
 

Erin Hils Shepherd is the communications specialist for the Orange County Public Library. 

 
 
 
 
 


