
 

Page 1 of 3 

 

 

Orange County Human Relations Commission 

Minutes 
Monday, August 12, 2013 

Orange County Animal Services Building Conference Room 

 

M E M B E R S  P R E S E N T  STAFF 

Joe Polich Jamie Paulen Rollin Russell James Davis 

Cynthia Stubbs Christine Kelly-Kleese Preston Scott Phillips Pamela Reynolds 

Matthew Hughes Natalie Wu Joyce Preslar  

Robert Ireland Gerald Ponder   

G U E S T S  

    

Absent:   Marc Xavier, Li-Chen Chin  

 

I. Call To Order 

 

Chair Christine Kelly-Kleese called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m.   

 

II. Introductions 

 

Christine welcomed new member Jamie Paulen.  Members introduced themselves.         

 

III. Minutes 

 

A correction was made to the minutes to indicate that Lori Schweickert resigned from the HRC 

effective June 30, 2013.  Rollin made a motion to accept the June 10, 2013 minutes as amended.  

Gerald seconded the motion.  No objections. 

 

IV. County Updates / Orange County Giving Fund 

 

Christine will draft a calendar and sign-up sheet for the attendance to the Board of County 

Commission meetings.  It was recommended that each member attend at least one meeting 

during the upcoming calendar year.   James presented information about the Orange County 

Giving Fund.   

 

V. Fair Housing Poster Contest 

 

James and Pamela made a proposal to the HRC to sponsor a Fair Housing Poster Contest for 

fifth-grade students.  Members made recommendations regarding the format of the contest and 

the mode of submitting the entries.  Rollin made a motion that the HRC sponsor the Fair Housing 

Poster Contest.  Scott seconded the motion.  There was further discussion.  Gerald made a 

motion to form a Fair Housing Poster Contest subcommittee.  Rollin seconded the motion.  

Subcommittee members will include Joyce, Jamie and Gerald.    
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VI. Subcommittee Updates 

 

Executive Committee: 

 

Christine asked the members to decide whether to host future meetings at the Animal Services 

Complex.  After discussion it was decided to continue to host meetings at the Animal Services 

Complex through the year 2014.   Christine informed the members that Annette Uhlenberg has 

resigned and there are five (5) vacancies on the HRC.  She further requested the members to 

invite interested persons to apply for these vacancies.   

 

Building Integrated Communities: 

 

Scott announced that he plans to attend a meeting at the Karen Farmer’s Market on Friday, 

August 23, 2013.  James will accompany Scott.  The purpose is to determine the best practices 

for conducting outreach to the Karen community.  The subcommittee will also invite a 

representative of the Karen community to the September HRC meeting to discuss issues that 

affect their community.  Scott stated that there are Iraqi refugees in Durham County.  He will 

research whether there are Iraqi refugees in Orange County and whether the subcommittee 

should engage in efforts to reach out to this community.   

 

Emancipation Proclamation/Human Relations Month: 

 

Rollin invited the members to attend the showing of the film “Race: The Power of an Illusion” 

on October 12, 19, and 26, 2013, respectively.  Each showing is from 2:00 p.m. to 4:30 p.m. at 

the main library in Hillsborough.  The dramatization on the life of George Moses Horton has 

been presented to someone for production.  The subcommittee does not intend to present the 

dramatization before the end of the calendar year.  The 2014 Human Relations Month Forum 

will be held on Sunday, January 26, 2014 at the Carrboro Century Center.  The topic will be the 

1964 Civil Rights Act in recognition of its 50
th

 anniversary.  Subcommittee members will meet 

on Wednesday, August 21, 2013 to plan the order of the forum.    

 

Tenants’ Bill of Rights: 

 

Joe reported that the final draft of the Tenants’ Bill of Rights should be completed soon.  Joe will 

meet with Justice United on Wednesday, August 14, 2013 to work on the final amendments.     

 

Pauli Murray Awards: 

 

Gerald announced that he will chair the subcommittee.  The subcommittee will meet prior to the 

September HRC meeting and present program recommendations at the September meeting.  The 

Pauli Murray Awards ceremony is tentatively scheduled for Sunday, February 23, 2014.  James 

will discover whether the Central Orange Senior Center will be available for the ceremony.     

 

Essay Contest: 

 

The subcommittee will meet to determine the topic(s) of the essays.  It was recommended that 

the deadline for entries should be 5:00 p.m. on Friday, December 13, 2013.  James will amend 

the submission guidelines accordingly.   
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Collateral Consequences: 

 

Joe reported that he has been working with Daniel Bowes from the North Carolina Justice Center 

on employment policies the HRC may propose the County to adopt.  He stated that he and Mr. 

Bowes will host a listening session whereby they would discuss collateral consequences matters 

with persons affected.   The listening session is tentatively scheduled for Thursday, August 22, 

2013 at the Hargraves Community Center in Chapel Hill.     

 

VII. State Legislative Updates: North Carolina Voter I.D. 

 

The members discussed the recently adopted and proposed legislative amendments.  It was 

recommended that the members continue to research the issues that would adversely affect 

Orange County residents and present a letter to the Board of County Commissioners stating that 

the HRC is available to address matters within its purview.  It was further suggested that the 

members should be in full agreement with the proposed letter to the BOCC with regard to the 

HRC’s stance on the legislative amendments and the actions that the HRC will plan to make to 

address these amendments.       

 

VIII. Other Business/Announcements: 

 

Joe presented information about Housing Choice Voucher recipients who will lose their right to 

use their vouchers at properties owned by General Services Solutions (GSC).  Some tenants have 

expressed their desire to file a housing discrimination complaint.  James presented additional 

information about GSC’s decision to decline Section 8 housing vouchers.  James stated that 

complaints filed with the HRC will be assessed individually to determine whether the tenant has 

standing. 

 

X. Adjourn 

 

There being no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 8:35 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted: 

 

 

James E. Davis, Jr. 

Civil Rights Specialist 


