
Smoke-Free Public Places Implementation 

Enforcement FAQs – June 2013 

General Statement:   

 

After a 6 month soft-implementation period, July 1
st

 2013 will mark the beginning of the 

enforcement phase of the Smoke Free Public Places rule.  Ongoing meetings with committees 

and stakeholders have addressed educational efforts and signage to ensure a consistent, 

common sense approach to the implementation.  OCHD will host an enforcement meeting in 

mid-June with law enforcement and town representatives to review the rule and the strategy for 

enforcement.    

 

Concern / Question Solution / Answer 

Consistent Enforcement 

What about encounters with people 

leaving clubs and bars during late night 

hours 

• Health Dept. will work with restaurants and 

bars to educate them about the rule. 

• Smoking violations may be overshadowed by 

other unacceptable behavior (public 

consumption, fighting, littering, etc.)  

Does the rule apply to private 

businesses? 

• Yes, smoking would be prohibited inside 

businesses and stores where the public is 

allowed. 

• Smoking cannot be regulated by local 

governments in privately-owned outdoor 

(unenclosed) areas. 

How does this rule affect the Smoke-

Free Restaurants and Bars law that 

went into effect in 2010? 

• This rule has no effect on the existing law.  The 

law covers enclosed areas of restaurants/bars.  

• This rule would prohibit outdoor smoking while 

on publicly maintained property (sidewalks).  

Sidewalk diners would not be allowed to smoke. 

• Unenclosed areas of restaurants under private 

ownership (outdoor patio dining) would not be 

covered by the law or by the rule. 

Will smokers be automatically cited for 

smoking in areas covered by the Rule? 

• No, the public, business owners, and law 

enforcement will have the ability to remind 

violators about the Rule. If the smoker then 

complies with the Rule after being reminded no 

citation would be given. 

• If a smoker does not comply after being 

reminded, a $25 citation could be issued. 

Should people call 911 to report 

smoking violations? 

• No.  

o Education efforts include instructions to 



call the OCHD smoking hotline to report 

violations 

o If calls are received by the 911 call center 

(none have been received to date), 911 

will forward the caller to the hotline 

Parking Lots 

Would a person sitting in their car 

smoking be in violation of the Rule? 

• No 

 

What about walking or standing in 

parking lots? 

• Privately owned parking lots are not covered.  

Publicly owned or maintained parking lots 

would be covered.   

Unintended Consequences 

What about people walking onto 

private property to smoke? 

• This would be handled as a trespassing (possibly 

littering?) complaint. 

Communication 

What resources are available for the 

public? 

• The OCHD has a website in addition to a phone 

hotline that provides: 

o More information about the rule 

o Information and sign-up for smoking 

cessation classes 

o Ability to register a rule violation or 

complaint 

• Compliance cards are being distributed for use 

as a reminder about the Rule 

Expectations 

What is the Health Department’s 

expectation of law enforcement? 

• This Rule is more about empowerment than 

enforcement. 

• The Rule is meant to create a culture of fewer 

people smoking, not to ostracize smokers or 

issue citations. 

What if the public is concerned that 

the Rule is not being enforced? 

• Concerns about rule enforcement should be 

directed to the Health Director 

Employees 

How will business owners and 

municipalities address smoking with 

their staff? 

• Dr. Bridger will work with municipalities to 

communicate a “What does this Rule mean for 

me” message regarding town employees. 

• The Health Dept. is offering no-cost cessation 

programs and nicotine replacement therapy, 

and other opportunities for county residents 

and employees to quit smoking. 

Would smoking be allowed in the 

parking lots of government facilities? 

• No, however smoking in a private vehicle in 

these parking lots is not covered by the rule.   

 


