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6 ORANGE COUNTY STATE OF THE ENVIRONMENT 2009 

Table 1:  Municipal and Unincorporated Populations, 1980-2007 

2 Note:  Only a small portion of Mebane’s incorporated area is located in Orange County. 

Sources:  Figure 2 and Table 1 — U.S. Census Bureau and North Carolina State Demographics 

 

1980 

Census

1990 

Census

2000 

Census

2007 

Estimate

  Carrboro

   Population 7,336 12,134 16,782 19,178 65.4% 38.3% 14.3% 161.4%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 2.47 3.53 4.47 6.30 42.9% 26.6% 40.9% 155.1%

   Persons per sq. mi. 2,970 3,437 3,754 3,044 15.7% 9.2% -18.9% 2.5%

 Chapel Hill (within Orange County)

   Population 32,038 37,596 46,798 52,668 17.3% 24.5% 12.5% 64.4%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 12.37 15.98 18.37 19.53 29.2% 15.0% 6.3% 57.9%

   Persons per sq. mi. 2,590 2,353 2,548 2,697 -9.2% 8.3% 5.9% 4.1%

  Hillsborough

   Population 3,019 4,263 5,446 6,584 41.2% 27.8% 20.9% 118.1%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 2.16 3.55 4.58 5.30 64.4% 29.0% 15.7% 145.4%

   Persons per sq. mi. 1,398 1,201 1,189 1,242 -14.1% -1.0% 4.5% -11.1%

 Mebane (within Orange County)

   Population 379 485 675 1,308 28.0% 39.2% 93.8% 245.1%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 0.2 0.25 0.57 1.74 25.0% 126.0% 205.3% 770.0%

   Persons per sq. mi. 1,895 1,940 1,184 752 2.4% -38.4% -36.5% -60.3%

  Unincorporated Areas

   Population 34,283 39,373 48,526 47,606 14.8% 23.2% -1.9% 38.9%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 382.80 376.69 372.01 367.13 -1.6% -1.2% -1.3% -4.1%

   Persons per sq. mi. 90 105 130 130 16.7% 24.8% -0.6% 44.8%

  TOTAL COUNTY

   Population 77,055 93,851 118,227 127,344 21.8% 26.0% 7.7% 65.3%

   Land area (sq. mi.) 400 400 400 400 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0%

   Persons per sq. mi. 193 235 296 318 21.7% 26.0% 7.6% 65.0%

% Change 

1980-2007

% Change 

1980-1990

% Change 

1990-2000

% Change 

2000-2007




