
  

 

AGENDA 
 

Commission for the Environment   
February 11, 2013 

7:30 p.m. 

 
Southern Human Services Center 

2501 Homestead Road, Chapel Hill 

 

Time 
 

Item 
 

Title 
7:15 -- Refreshments / Informal conversation 
     

7:30 I. Call to Order  
   

7:32 II. Additions or Changes to Agenda  
                                                                

7:35 III. Approval of Minutes – January 14 (Attachment 1) 

     

7:40 IV. Chapel Hill Sustainability Committee 
  Elizabeth Zander, a member of the Town of Chapel Hill’s Sustainability Committee, will provide 

an overview of the committee’s mission and activities.  (Attachment 2)    
   

8:00 V. Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group 
  The Chair will provide brief update on the January 29 BOCC work session; staff will present 

options on how to proceed with the planned RENEW Work Group. (Attachment 3) 
   

8:15 VI. 2014 State of the Environment Report 
  Staff will review the contents of the 2009 State of the Environment report and a proposed 

timetable for developing a 2014 report  (Attachment 4)  
   

8:30 VII. Committee Meetings  
  The CFE will break out into its two newly-reformulated standing committees (Air and Energy 

Resources, Water and Biological Resources) to discuss.  A copy of the priority tasks for the 
former committees and CFE 2013 work plan are provided for reference.   (Attachments 5 - 6)  

   

9:00 VIII. Updates and Information Items 
   

Staff and/or CFE members will provide updates on the following items: 
 

� CFE recruitment efforts (Attachments 7 - 8) 

� County budget outlook for 2013-14 

� NC Mining & Energy Commission (fracking) update (Attachment 9) 

� Carbon emissions down at Duke (Attachment 10) 

� OWASA Annual Update to BOCC (Attachment 11) 
 

   

9:15 XI. Adjournment 
   

           Next meeting:  March 11 (Hillsborough) 
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Orange County  

Commission for the Environment 
 

DRAFT Meeting Summary 
 

January 14, 2013 

Environment and Agricultural Center, Hillsborough 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

MEMBERS PRESENT:  David Neal (Chair), Jan Sassaman (Vice Chair), Lucy Adams, May 
Becker, Peter Cada, Loren Hintz, Bill Kaiser, Tom O’Dwyer, Gary Saunders 
 

MEMBERS ABSENT:  Lucy Adams, Terri Buckner, David Welch, Sam Yellen  
 

STAFF PRESENT:  Rich Shaw, Tom Davis    GUEST:  Michael Harvey  
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
I. Call to Order – Neal called the meeting to order at 7:45 pm following refreshments and 

informal conversation. Shaw said he would contact Yellen to check on his status.   
 
II.  Additions or Changes to Agenda – Neal recommended adding time for the CFE to 

continue its discussion of reorganizing its standing committees.  All members agreed.  
Hintz asked when the CFE would begin working on its State of the Environment report.  
Shaw said data gathering should occur in 2013 and that he hopes to identify funds for a 
part-time assistant to initiate that effort so that the CFE could complete a report by 2014.        

 
III. Approval of Minutes – Hintz and Kaiser identified two typos and one unclear statement.  

Sassaman motioned to approve the December 10 meeting summary as amended; 
seconded by Hintz.  The motion was approved unanimously.   

 
IV. Proposed new stormwater management plan requirements – Michael Harvey 

(Current Planning Supervisor, Orange County Planning & Inspections Dept.) provided an 
overview of proposed new requirements for the submittal of stormwater management 
plans for new residential and non-residential development projects. Harvey explained 
the County’s existing regulations were modified in April 2012 to address the State-
mandated stormwater management and nutrient reduction strategies. He said the 
County requires the submittal of engineered stormwater management plans as part of 
development projects where land disturbance reaches certain thresholds. He explained 
the proposed amendments to the Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) would require 
that the stormwater management plan be submitted along with the formal site plan, 
thereby improving the coordinated review of the project by departments and avoiding 
some of the time and expense of having to modify the site plan at a later date. 

 
 CFE members asked questions of Harvey and thanked him for the briefing. There were 

no adverse reactions or issues raised by CFE members. 
 
V. Proposed Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group – Neal thanked O’Dwyer 

and Sassaman for their work on a draft memo proposing the CFE’s convening of a new 
standing committee to discuss and formulate recommendations in support of energy 
efficiency, renewable energy, and related sustainable development strategies. Neal 
asked CFE members for feedback on the memo and his proposed name for the 
committee:  Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group, or REnEW.   
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Members discussed the proposed work group’s name, focus, timeframe, membership, 
and need for staff assistance. Hintz, Kaiser, and Shaw suggested minor edits to the 
memo.  O’Dwyer stated his preference for the CFE to invite experts to serve on or meet 
with the work group on an issue-by-issue basis rather than members being appointed by 
the BOCC.  He noted some of them could be recruited for appointment to the CFE.   
 
Hintz motioned to send the CFE memo, as amended, to the BOCC and request 
feedback and guidance from the BOCC for CFE consideration and implementation.  
Sassaman seconded the motion and it was approved unanimously.          

 
VI. Updates and Information Items – Staff provided updates and information (and 

responded to questions) on the following issues: a) a draft CFE recruitment flyer, b) 
ICLEI membership, c) new NCDENR Secretary, d) an upcoming Sustainable Energy 
Conference, e) a recent fracking panel meeting, f) the UNC Bingham facility, and g) a 
forestry best management practices newsletter.   

 
 The CFE approved a memo to the board of county commissioners that recommended 

Orange County renew its ICLEI membership for one year during which the CFE and its 
staff would utilize ICLEI resources and assess whether it would be worthwhile to 
continue the membership in the future.  Neal and O’Dwyer said they would visit the ICLEI 
website to see what resources might be useful for the proposed Renewable Energy and 
Efficiency Work Group and report back to the full CFE. 

 
 O’Dwyer asked staff if DEAPR could pay the $59 registration fee for one or more CFE 

members to attend the March 2013 Sustainable Energy Conference.  Shaw said he 
would discuss with DEAPR budget and management staff.       

 
VII.  Committee Reorganization – The committees did not meet.  Instead, Neal asked CFE 

members to resume their discussion of the proposed reorganization of the four standing 
committees.  He restated his and Sassaman’s earlier idea of changing the four 
committees to three:  Air and Water Resources, Energy and Sustainability, and 
Biological Resources.  Hintz suggested combining biological and water resources rather 
than air and water.  Other members concurred.  Saunders suggested combining air and 
energy resources, and other members concurred.   
 
The CFE decided to reorganize its standing committees into two groups—the Air and 
Energy Resources Committee and the Water and Biological Resources Committee.  
Neal recommended both committees include public education as part of its mission.         
 
Hintz asked Shaw to respond to Johnny Randall’s questions concerning his participation 
in the CFE’s planned effort to identify native plant habitat along roadways in the county. 
Shaw agreed to review and respond so the work can be completed in 2013.  
 
Saunders updated the CFE on the status of federal air quality rules dealing with 
emissions from internal combustion engines, boilers, and incinerators.  He said he would 
report back on whether those rules would have any impact on Orange County.    

 
VIII. Adjournment – Neal adjourned the meeting at 9:20 pm.   
 

    
 
 
Summary by Rich Shaw, DEAPR Staff 



Town of Chapel Hill http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=138 

Sustainability Committee 

Purpose  

The Sustainability Committee is charged with maintaining a general overview of the sustainability of 

the Town, to specifically include the following responsibilities:  

• Provide guidance to the Planning Board regarding sustainability principles to be adopted as part 

of the Comprehensive Plan review process.  

• Monitor implementation of principles and policies as adopted by the Council as part of the 

Comprehensive Plan review process by performing the following tasks:  

1. Review and make recommendations to the Council on sustainability principles, plans, and 

policies.  

2. Coordinate with Town boards and commissions to advance sustainability principles, plans, 

and policies established by the Council.  

3. Seek information from other organizations to aid in the development of strategies, programs 

and initiatives that will further the sustainability goals established by the Council.  

4. Provide a representative to the Town’s Community Design Commission to review, as 

appropriate, proposed development projects in keeping with the sustainability goals 

established by the Council.  

The committee builds on reports produced by the Sustainable Development Task Force from 1995 to 

1998.  

Meetings  

The Sustainability Committee meets at 6:30 pm on the 2nd Tuesday of each month in the First Floor 

Conference room at Town Hall. Review agendas and minutes online.  

Contact 

Email the Board 

Members  

Name Seat Category Term Expires: June 30 

Stewart Whitfield Boss 
[Represents Environmental 

Protection] 
2013 

Vacant [Represents Social Justice] 2013 

Hank Rodenburg, CDC Rep 
[Represents Environmental 

Protection] 
2013 

Elizabeth Zander [Represents Economic Vitality] 2013 

Aaron Shah [Represents Social Justice] 2014 

Brian Wittmayer [Represents Economic Vitality] 2014 



Town of Chapel Hill http://www.townofchapelhill.org/index.aspx?page=138 

Name Seat Category Term Expires: June 30 

Nathaniel Vance 
[Represents Environmental 

Protection] 
2014 

Vacant 
[Represents Environmental 

Protection] 
2015 

Josh Gurlitz, Chair  [Represents Social Justice] 2015 

Christopher Senior [Represents Economic Vitality] 2015 

Sherif Ghobrial, Vice Chair  2015 

Cindy Shea [UNC Liaison] No expiration 

Jim Ward  [Council liaison]  No expiration 

John Richardson [Board Liaison] Town Hall, 405 Martin Luther 

King, Jr., Blvd. 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

The Sustainability Committee is composed of eleven citizens and one Council Member liaison, of which 

three citizens are chosen to represent environmental protection, economic vitality, and social justice, 

respectively.  

Members serve staggered, three-year terms, and shall not be eligible for more than two consecutive 

three-year terms.  

Vacancies  

There are two (2) current vacancies on this Board. 

If you are interested in applying for a Town vacancy, you may do so by printing an application form 

and the Supplemental Survey Form, and returning it by email to clerk@townofchapelhill.org or by fax 

at 919-967-8406. You may also contact the Town Clerk at 919-968-2757 for an application form. 

The deadline for submitting an application form is noon on Monday prior to a Council Business meeting 

when appointments are scheduled. Applications received after the deadline will be held until the next 

opportunity for the Council to consider the appointment. 

Enabling Legislation  

Consult Resolution (2007-05-07/R-15), (2008-06-25/R-1), and (2008-09-22/R-0.1).  

 



Commission for the Environment    C/o Orange County DEAPR 
PO Box 8181, Hillsborough, NC 27278    (919) 245-2510 

Orange County 

COMMISSION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 
  

Memorandum 
 

To:  Board of County Commissioners 
     

From:  David Neal, Chair, Orange County Commission for the Environment             
 

Date:  January 22, 2013 
 

Re:  Proposal for a Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group Convened by the CFE 

 

Goal #1 of the 2030 Orange County Comprehensive Plan, Natural and Cultural Resources Element:  Energy 
conservation, sustainable use of non-polluting renewable energy resources, efficient use of non-renewable 
energy resources, and clean air (Page 6-9).   
  
The BOCC requested that the Orange County Commission for the Environment (CFE) propose a response to the 
August 8, 2012 letter from Jim Warren of NC WARN.  The CFE recommends convening a standing work group 
that would support energy efficiency, renewable energy, and related sustainable development strategies in 
Orange County. This Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group (RENEW Group) would be charged with 
bringing public and private stakeholders together to develop policies and initiatives that promote sustainable 
economic development, energy efficiency, and renewable energy in Orange County.  The CFE would, in turn, 
bring vetted proposals from the RENEW Group to the BOCC for consideration. 
  
As it presently operates, the CFE has an Air and Energy Committee. The present committee would act as a host 
and liaison with the CFE for the work group and would convene meetings, workshops, and other activities of the 
RENEW Group. The work group would consist of CFE members, representatives of municipal and county 
planning boards and staff, municipal and county sustainability staff or committee members, and any BOCC who 
might wish to participate. The RENEW Group would host individual public workshops and forums with emphasis 
on specific topics such as: 
  

• Reducing energy use in existing buildings and new construction 

• Maximizing the production and use of renewable and clean energy 

• Reducing carbon emissions in transportation 

• Promoting strategies for offsetting carbon emissions 

• Eliminating or altering existing policies or code provisions that hinder any of the above at the county level 
  
Reducing our collective carbon emissions should be a high priority for Orange County.  Global climate change is 
accelerating at a rate exceeding scientific projections, exacerbating drought, storms, and flooding with devastating 
effects. Climate scientists agree that society must make dramatic changes in the way we source and use energy 
in the next several years. The consequences of inaction threaten to be drastic. 
  
The RENEW Group would provide an opportunity for Orange County to promote forward-thinking local policies 
with the cooperation of local government representatives, private businesses, and environmental groups. With 
collaboration and input from a variety of experts, municipal and county staff, elected officials, and other 
stakeholders, we can find creative ways to lower our carbon footprint while also giving a boost to our local 
economy. By coming together at a central point to share information and coordinating action, we can avoid the 
pitfalls of working in isolation. Finally, the RENEW Group would enhance information sharing and communication 
with the deployment of an Orange County Green webpage.   
 
The CFE unanimously approved this proposal and requests the BOCC’s consideration and endorsement of CFE’s 
convening a Renewable Energy and Efficiency Work Group.   
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November 2012 

            

NAME OF BOARD/COMMISSION: Commission for the Environment 
 

Report Period:    2012 - 2013 
 
ORANGE COUNTY ADVISORY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS  
ANNUAL REPORT / WORK PLAN FOR THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

The Board of Commissioners welcomes input from various advisory boards and 
commissions in preparation for its annual planning retreat.  Please complete the following 
information, limited to the front and back of this form.  Other background materials may be 
provided as a supplement to, but not as a substitute for, this form. 
 

Board/Commission Name:   Commission for the Environment 
 

Persons to address BOCC at work session and contact information:   
 

Chair:   David Neal  919-732-2156      David.L.Neal@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair:  Jan Sassaman     919-933-1609      jan.sassaman@gmail.com 

 

Primary County Staff Contact:  
  

Department of Environment, Agriculture, Parks and Recreation 
     Rich Shaw (Land Conservation Manager)   245-2514  rshaw@co.orange.nc.us 
     Tom Davis (Water Resources Coordinator) 245-2513  tdavis@co.orange.nc.us 
         

How many times per month does this commission meet, including any special 
meetings and sub-committee meetings? 
 

 One meeting per month (2nd Monday); committees as needed during regular meeting 
   

Brief Statement of Commission’s Assigned Charge and Responsibilities. 
 

Purpose: to advise the BOCC on matters affecting the environment, with particular 
emphasis on environmental protection and enhancement.  Other duties include: 
 

• Perform special studies/projects on environmental issues as requested by BOCC 

• Recommend environmental initiatives to the BOCC, especially of local importance 

• Study changes in environmental science and environmental regulations in the 
pursuit of the CFE’s duties      

• Educate the public and local officials on environmental issues 
 

What are your Commission’s most important accomplishments?   
 

• Advocated for ½ cent sales tax referendum for Triangle Region public transit (2012)  

• Advised the BOCC to protect public health and sensitive lands from fracking (2012) 

• Compiled annotated bibliography of the effects of forest mgnt. on water quality (2012) 

• Initiated project to identify native plant habitat along roadways for protection from 
herbicides in collaboration with NC Botanical Garden, NCDOT, utility providers (2012)  

• Provided comments on draft UDO amendments for permitting solar arrays (2012) 

• Advised BOCC to preserve areas in developments for solar energy production (2012) 

• Initiated effort to create incentives for energy efficient construction/renovation (2012) 

• Developed a Sustainable Landscaping Policy for County facilities (2010) 

• Developed a Forest Management Policy for County properties (2010) 
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• Assisted County staff in completing the Natural and Cultural Systems Element of the 
Orange County Comprehensive Plan (2008) 

• Helped draft Environmental Responsibility in County Gov’t. Goal (2005) 

• Worked with Board of Health and staff on determining best ways to implement the 
Water Resources Initiative (adopted in principle by BOCC in 2005) 

• Assisted with County’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Inventory (2005) 

• Completed Orange Co. State of the Environment reports (2000, 2002, 2004, 2009) 

• Convened Orange County Environmental Summit (2005 and 2009) 

• Worked with Orange County Schools to introduce local environmental indicators/ 
trends and issues into middle and high school science curriculum (SOE 2004, 2009) 

 
List of Specific Tasks, Events, or Functions Performed or Sponsored Annually. 
 

• Review and comment on environmental issues (such as biosolids application, water 
pollution, air quality, forest management) and other issues assigned by the BOCC 

• Identify priorities for the Lands Legacy Action Plan (natural areas and wildlife habitat)  

• Conduct special studies pertaining to Orange County environment (e.g., energy 
efficiency/sustainability, forestry effects on water quality, herbicides and native flora) 

• Develop recommendations on implementation of ground water studies of the 1990s 
and the integration of ground water and surface water quality and quantity  

• Conduct environmental education outreach at events (e.g., Last Fridays, Festifall) 

 

Describe this commission’s activities/accomplishments in carrying out BOCC 
goals/priorities, if applicable. 
 

BOCC Goal Five:  Create, preserve, and protect a natural environment that 
includes clean water, clean air, wildlife, important natural lands and sustainable 
energy for present and future generations. 

 

• Presented findings and recommendations to BOCC on selected environmental 
issues:  effects of forest mgmt. on water quality; effects of herbicides on roadside 
native plant habitat; potential effects of hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) in Orange 
County; problems caused by hydrilla in the Eno River (BOCC Priorities #1 and #12) 

• Stayed abreast of ongoing and developing environmental issues of importance to the 
County, such as the Falls & Jordan Lake nutrient management rules, the permitting of 
biosolids land application on farmland, and solid waste mgmt. (Priorities #12 and #16) 

• Provides comments on proposed master plans for future parks/preserves 
 

If your commission played the role of an Element Lead Advisory Board involved in the 
2030 Comprehensive Plan preparation process, please indicate your activities/ 
accomplishments as they may relate to the Comprehensive Plan’s goals or objectives.  
(Element Lead Advisory Boards include: Planning Board, Commission for the Environment, 
Historic Preservation Commission, Agriculture Pres. Board, and Parks & Recreation Council) 
 

• The CFE provided extensive input into DEAPR staff development of the Natural and 
Cultural Systems Element of the Comprehensive Plan—specifically the chapters on 
Air and Energy Resources, Water Resources, and Natural Areas and Wildlife Habitat 

 
Objective AE-1:  
Assess and implement the current countywide greenhouse gas emissions inventory and 
action plan target reductions.    

• The CFE helped to initiate a countywide inventory of greenhouse gas emissions 
(2005), and continues to advise on ways to reduce the County’s “carbon footprint.” 
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Objective AE-15:  
Foster participation in green energy programs such as installation incentives for solar hot 
water/solar generation/solar tempering in residential or commercial construction.  The 
County should develop programs that will link citizens and businesses with options for 
alternative and sustainable energy sources.   

• The CFE’s Energy Resources Committee has developed proposals that address 
energy efficiency and renewable power issues, and will continue to expand its efforts 
in collaboration with other advisory boards and stakeholders.  

 
Objective NA-3: 
Develop a more detailed and consistent methodology for monitoring changes in forest 
cover throughout the County, and specifically the extent of mature hardwood forest.   

• The CFE’s State of the Environment 2009 reported on the significant reduction in 
mature hardwood forest that occurred from 2003-2008 and since 1988.  Further 
refinements to the methodology are still needed for future applications.   

Objective NA-11:  
Develop a comprehensive conservation plan for achieving a network of protected open 
space throughout Orange County, which addresses 1) threats to important natural areas; 
2) connectivity between protected areas; 3) coordination with neighboring counties; and 
4) sustainable management of critical natural resources.   

• The CFE’s Biological Resources Committee prepared a draft scope of work and is 
considering how to proceed in concert with updated Parks & Rec Master Plan  

 
Objective NA-16:   
Create a system of public and private open space and conservation areas, including 
parks, nature preserves, and scenic vistas representative of Orange County landscape.   

• The CFE advises County’s Lands Legacy program in its efforts to protect the most 
important natural and cultural resource lands through a variety of means.   

• The CFE’s Biological Resources Committee prepared a draft scope of work is 
considering how to proceed in concert with updated Parks & Rec Master Plan 

 

Objective WR-5:  
Promote and participate in regional efforts to plan for use of water supplies in the region 
in an equitable manner, including contingency planning for water supplies during 
droughts.    [Also Objectives WR-9, WR-10, and WR-15] 

• CFE is staying abreast of Jordan Lake Partnership and advising staff as needed 

• CFE is advocating full implementation of the Water Resources Initiative to ensure 
planning for an adequate water supply for current and anticipated future needs  

 

Objective WR-11: 
Provide incentives and educational information to landowners to increase protection of 
watersheds and ground water supplies and their inter-relationships. 

• The CFE distributes groundwater and surface water educational materials at Festifall 
and Last Fridays events and as part of its State of the Environment reports 

 

Identify any activities this commission expects to carry out in 2013 as they relate to 
established BOCC goals and priorities.  If applicable, is there a fiscal impact (i.e., 
funding, staff time, other resources) associated with these proposed activities (list). 
 

• Convene an Energy Task Force (or equivalent work group) to improve the County’s 
ability to foster local sustainable energy production and energy efficiency strategies. 

• Recommend ways to reduce the County’s “carbon footprint” and implement the 
County’s Environmental Responsibility Goal (BOCC Priority #10)  
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• Collaborate with others to identify significant roadside habitat for native plants; work 
with NCDOT and utilities to protect roadside habitats (BOCC Priority #1) 

• Stay abreast of Jordan and Falls Lake nutrient reduction rules, and Jordan Lake 
Partnership (water supply allocations); advise County staff and BOCC as needed  

• Develop surface water monitoring plan for county in coordination with other entities 

• Continue to review/comment on plans to expand the Orange Well Net program  

• Initiate efforts to create a detailed water budget for Orange County 

• Assist with data collection for 2013-14 Orange County State of the Environment 

• Advise County staff on implementing selected objectives of the Comprehensive Plan 

• Help develop a comprehensive conservation plan for Orange Co (BOCC Priority #1) 

• Continue to monitor UNC’s transition from coal to biomass for power generation 

• Provide recommendations for land conservation priorities through the Lands Legacy 
Action Plan 2013-15 (BOCC Priorities #1 and #24) 

• Co-sponsor annual DEAPR photography contest: The Nature of Orange 

 
What are the concerns or emerging issues your board has identified for the upcoming 
year that it plans to address, or wishes to bring to the Commissioners’ attention?  
 

• The ongoing need to fully implement the Water Resources Initiative to ensure 
planning for an adequate water supply for current and anticipated future needs    
(e.g., expand the Orange Well Net groundwater monitoring program; initiate efforts to 
create a detailed Water Budget for the county.) 
 

• The CFE will collaborate with others to identify significant roadside habitat for native 
plants and work with NCDOT and other utilities to protect those roadside habitats 
[authorized by BOCC June 2012]  

 

• Convene an Energy Task Force (or equivalent work group) to improve the County’s 
ability to foster local sustainable energy production and energy efficiency strategies 
 

• Continued interest in collaborating with the Planning Board and others (with 
appropriate direction from the BOCC) on developing new requirements or incentives 
for developers of residential and commercial properties to reserve areas for solar 
energy generation [Dec. 2011 memos to BOCC] 
 

• Continued interest in collaborating with the Planning Board (with appropriate direction 
from the BOCC) on developing incentives for increasing energy efficiency in all new 
construction [Jan 2012 memo to Planning Board] 
 

• The US EPA is likely to revise two Federal Air Quality standards (ozone and 
particulate matter) in 2013. These anticipated changes may affect both stationary and 
mobile emission sources and require revisions in Orange County's transportation 
planning.  The CFE will stay up to date with any regulatory changes and advise the 
BOCC on any policy implications for the county. 



Attachment    

CFE Committee Priorities  
 

Updated December 21, 2012 

 
Air Resources Committee   (Gary Saunders

1
, Lucy Adams, Bill Kaiser) 

1.   Assist in evaluating the County’s carbon footprint as follow-up to the 2005 GHG inventory. 

 

2.   Help implement the County’s goal of Environmental Responsibility in County Government. 

 

3.   Monitor upcoming revisions to two federal ozone and particulate matter standards (anticipated in 

2013), which may affect both stationary and mobile emission sources and require revisions in 

Orange County's transportation planning. Advise BOCC on any policy implications for county. 

 

Water Resources Committee   (Peter Cada, ____________) 
 

1. Develop and implement a monitoring plan and associated Quality Assurance Protection Plan for 

more frequent monitoring at existing State sampling locations; identify and initiate monitoring at 

other locations in the county to support State water quality objectives under the Clean Water Act. 

Collaborate with other entities that may support these efforts (e.g., Eno River Association). 

 

2. Explore and pursue funding sources to increase funding for the County’s groundwater observation 

well network (Orange Well Net). 

 

3. Initiate efforts to create a detailed Water Budget for all of Orange County. 

 

Biological Resources Committee   (Loren Hintz, David Welch) 
 

1.  Implement project to identify and protect special roadside native plant habitat from herbicides. 

 

2.  Help further the development of a comprehensive conservation plan for Orange County. 

 

3.  Educate the public about the benefits of protecting Orange County’s biodiversity. 

 

Energy Resources Committee   (David Neal, May Becker, Tom O’Dwyer, Jan Sassaman, Terri Buckner) 
 

 1.  Recommend a variety of strategies to the BOCC that would encourage energy efficiency in new 

construction and existing buildings, and recommend requirements for preserving Renewable 

Energy sights on new land development. 

 2.  Create a countywide composting initiative that would help reduce solid waste disposal. 

 3.  Examine solid waste issues and collaborate with the Solid Waste Advisory Board (SWAB) on 

charting a course for the future with a focus on conservation and energy reduction. 

 4.  Research and recommend appropriate use of biofuels and look into UNC's planned use of wood to 

replace coal at its cogeneration plant. 

                                                 
1
 Committee spokespersons identified with bold print (by request of the Chair) 



 

 

INTERESTED IN LOCAL ENVIRONMENTAL ISSUES? 

Consider Volunteering for Orange County’s  

Commission for the EnvironmentCommission for the EnvironmentCommission for the EnvironmentCommission for the Environment    
 

• Educate the public on environmental matters 

• Recommend new county policies and initiatives 

• Explore ways to reduce the County’s carbon footprint 

• Perform special studies/projects on environmental issues 

 

Meetings are held the 2nd Monday of each month 

 at 7:30 pm in Chapel Hill or Hillsborough 

 

The Commission for the Environment is aThe Commission for the Environment is aThe Commission for the Environment is aThe Commission for the Environment is a    citizencitizencitizencitizen    boardboardboardboard                                                                

that advises that advises that advises that advises the Board of County Commissionersthe Board of County Commissionersthe Board of County Commissionersthe Board of County Commissioners    

 

 

For more information and meeting agendas check the web at 
http://orangecountync.gov/ercd/commission_for_environment.asp  

or apply on line at http://orangecountync.gov/boards/index.asp 

 or call CFE staff at 919-245-2510 
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 Orange County  

COMMISSION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT  
(updated December 2012) 

 

NAME OF MEMBER                   POS # 
HOME ADDRESS/TELEPHONE 

DATE OF APPOINTMENT  
COMMITTEE (Representation) 

TERM  
ENDS 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE 
E-MAIL 

TOWNSHIP OF    
RESIDENCE 

Lucy Adams                                     #2 

5128 Green Meadow Rd. 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 (919) 942-8925 

3/21/06 
Air Resources 

(Air Quality) 

 

12/31/13 

 

(919) 316-3916 

lhadams1@mindspring.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

May Becker                                     #1 

511 Cotton Street 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516   (919) 969-7439 

9/21/10 
Energy Resources 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

(919) 969-7439 

tomatocutter@yahoo.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Terri Buckner                                   #6 

306 Yorktown Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516   (919) 942-9055        

11/8/12 

Energy Resources 
(At Large) 

 

12/31/13 

 

919-672-8271 

tbuckner@ibiblio.org 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Peter Cada                                     #10 

420 Coach House Lane 

Hillsborough, NC 27278  (919)599-9866 

9/21/10 
Water Resources 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

(919) 485-8278 

peter.cada@tetratech.com 

 

Hillsborough 

Michele Drostin                               #5 

VACANT 

 

 

 (Water Resources) 

 

12/31/12 

 

 

 

 

Loren Hintz                                      #4 

804 Kings Mill Rd.  

Chapel Hill, NC 27517    (919) 993-8987 

1/27/09 
Biological Resources 

(Biological Resources) 

 

12/31/13 

 

(919) 929-2106 x41157 

ldhintz@bellsouth.net 

 

Chapel Hill 

William R. Kaiser                           #14 

2112 Markham Dr. 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514    (919) 933-9794 

11/09/05 
Air Resources 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/12 

 

w_mckaiser@hotmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

David Neal (Chair)                         #13 

323 West Queen Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 (919) 824-1814 

9/21/10 
Energy Resources 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/15 

 

(919) 732-2156 

David.L.Neal@gmail.com 

 

Hillsborough 

Tom O’Dwyer                                 #15 

105 Boulder Lane 

Chapel Hill, NC  27514 

8/28/06 
Energy Resources 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/12 

 

(919) 906-0581 

greenbuilder4us@aol.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

Renee Price (Chair)                        #8 

VACANT  

 

 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/13 

 

 

 

 

Gary Saunders                                #9 

103 Woodshire Lane 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514    (919) 942-0045 

1/27/09 
Air Resources 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

(919) 707-8413  

gary.saunders@ncdenr.gov 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Jan Sassaman (Vice Chair)             #7 

201 Bolinwood Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27514 

12/13/11 
Energy Resources 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/13 

 

(919) 933-1609 

jan.sassaman@gmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

Samuel Yellen                                 #3 

121 Hanna Street         

Carrboro, NC  27510      (919) 368-1611 

11/8/12 
TBD 

(Land Resources) 

 

12/31/14 

 

(919) 843-2025 

samuel.yellen@gmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

David Welch                                   #11 

20 East Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516   (919) 929-8391 

9/21/10 
Biological Resources 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

(919) 406-2101 

davwelch@hotmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

Michael Hughes (Vice Chair)         #12 

VACANT 

 

 
 

 (Engineering) 

 

12/31/12 

 

 

 

 

     

David Stancil                    245-2522 

Rich Shaw                        245-2514 

Tom Davis                        245-2513 

Beverly Shuford                245-2510 
 

Director, Dept. of Environment, Agriculture, Parks & Rec. 

Land Conservation Manager 

Water Resources Coordinator 

Administrative Assistant 
 

dstancil@co.orange.nc.us 

rshaw@co.orange.nc.us 

tdavis@co.orange.nc.us 

bshuford@co.orange.nc.us 
 

 

 



Head of cleanup company guides N.C. ‘fracking’ 
rules, blasts advisory panel as unqualified

Bertrand M. Gutierrez/Winston-Salem Journal | Posted: Saturday, January 26, 2013 6:21 

pm 

RALEIGH — George Howard, the vice chairman of a state commission charged with proposing 

how to regulate North Carolina’s imminent dive into natural gas exploration, stands to make 

money on the harmful effects of the industry’s prime drilling method: hydraulic fracturing.

Howard is the president and co-founder of Restoration Systems LLC, based in Raleigh, which has 

been picked to do a stream-mitigation project involving the Towanda Creek watershed in rural 

Bradford County in Pennsylvania. On the company’s website, a description of the project leaves 

little doubt about how hydraulic fracturing, also known as fracking, is good for his business.

“Heavy traffic and lots of dust and other organic waste is created at natural gas drilling sites which 

poses a threat to the Towanda Creek Watershed,” the company says in a 33-page prospectus.

According to Howard, his two roles — one as vice chairman of the state Mining and Energy 

Commission, which is shaping North Carolina policy on natural gas exploration, and one as a 

businessman dealing with the effects of that industry — make him more qualified to work on the 

rule-making process, rather than presenting any conflict.

Environmental advocates and small-property owners say it’s critical that North Carolina get its 

rules right because fracking is largely unregulated by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency 

and budget cuts are straining the state Department of Environment and Natural Resources, or 

DENR. Stokes and Rockingham counties are among the areas that might have stores of natural gas 

underground, according to state geologists.

Last week, proposed rules that would govern natural gas exploration and fracking came up at 

several meetings in Raleigh. And Howard showed some of his influence. He and an elite group of 

state DENR management officials privately quashed recommendations made by a special panel 

that was supposed to help shape those rules. Among the officials was DENR Secretary John 

Skvarla, who until recently worked under Howard as CEO of Restoration Systems.

Then Howard publicly lambasted the panel.

“They’re too big for their britches,” Howard said Friday as he led a public meeting as vice 

chairman of the Mining and Energy Commission.

Page 1 of 4Head of cleanup company guides N.C. ‘fracking’ rules, blasts advisory panel as unqualifi...
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The panel is a “shadow committee” that is “not qualified” and is bent on “grandstanding,” said 

Howard, who was appointed to the commission by the state Senate president pro tempore, Phil 

Berger, R-Rockingham. Among the panel’s members are state environmental, energy, justice, 

labor and transportation staff members and such groups as the N.C. Farm Bureau, the N.C. 

Association of County Commissioners, Southwestern Energy Co. and the Environmental Defense 

Fund.

“I knew from the beginning that this would be an issue,” Howard said in an interview about his 

roles as a businessman and commission member. “But I’m not trying to feather my own nest.”

Proposed rules

The term “fracking” refers to a type of drilling process. Fracking companies use extremely high 

pressure to inject a concoction of water, sand and chemicals thousands of feet below the Earth’s 

surface to dislodge natural gas from shale rock. Once the fracking creates cracks, the gas begins to 

ooze to the surface.

Fracking has led to a U.S. energy boom by freeing enormous reserves of natural gas. The work 

has generated jobs, profits and lower energy costs. Still, environmentalists have warned for years 

that the risks of fracking include groundwater contamination, air pollution and the release of spent 

fluid, or “flowback,” into the environment. Some of the chemicals include acids, polyacrylamide 

(reduces friction) and glutaraldehyde (disinfectant).

The Mining and Energy Commission is supposed to send regulatory proposals to the Legislature 

for approval; lawmakers want new regulations in place by October 2014.

For years, DENR officials have assembled “stakeholder” panels to gather different points of view 

on issues. In a public meeting Tuesday, the special panel made 17 recommendations to the 

commission’s Environmental Regulations Committee, of which Howard also is the chairman.

Among the panel’s recommendations:

— The commission should explore ways to notify leaseholders or landowners within an affected 

drilling unit and adjacent property owners seven to 14 days before the beginning hydraulic 

fracturing treatment.

—At least seven days prior to beginning fracking, the operator should be required to submit to 

DENR a pre-plan for the treatment — a best estimate of which chemicals will be used and 

disclosed to the state.

—Chemical disclosure, even trade secrets, should be shared with DENR, which would keep it 

confidential.
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Chemical disclosure is important because it would allow emergency responders and medical 

workers to know immediately what chemicals they might be dealing with if there is an emergency, 

said David Kelly, a panel member and program associate at the Environmental Defense Fund.

But before those three recommendations could be presented to the standards committee Thursday, 

Howard and the DENR management officials decided to omit them and two others, said DENR 

spokesman Jamie Kritzer when asked about the decision process.

As the state prepares for natural gas exploration, it has one chance to get things right, said Scott 

Marlow, the executive director of Rural Advancement Foundation International-USA, one of the 

groups represented on the panel.

“This is a very, very important issue with wide impact on communities across the state,” Marlow 

said. “We believe getting it right includes gathering stakeholders that can provide input.”

In the end, the Environmental Standards Committee put the panel’s recommendations, minus 

those opposed by DENR managers, into a set of draft rules, officials said.

On Friday, the Mining and Energy Commission considered several issues, including draft rules on 

water safety that Howard said are among the best in the U.S. They would require comprehensive 

testing of water sources, and companies would test water within 5,000 feet of a drilling site. The 

issue is important because some companies have tried to fight contamination liability by 

questioning whether the water was tainted before drilling occurred.

Wearing two hats

Howard said in an interview that he has always been above board about his company’s dealings 

and that his career in environmental regulations makes him exceptionally qualified. Anyone can 

find information about the Pennsylvania mitigation project on his company’s website, Howard 

said, and he has disclosed his relationship with the company in his Statement of Economic Interest 

to the state Ethics Commission.

Asked how much money his company stands to make from the Pennsylvania project, Howard 

declined to give an amount.

“That’s not a fair question,” he said, later agreeing that it was indeed a fair question when told that 

some people may perceive him to have a conflict of interest. “It’s not terribly much,” he 

volunteered about the amount.

Restoration Systems plans to improve 22.8 acres of wetlands.

The project calls for “stabilizing bank conditions, adding appropriate vegetation, creating more in-

stream habitats and utilizing the existing flood plains.” More sediment and pollutant removal and 
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nutrient cycling will increase in the watershed, ultimately improving the functions of 6,768 linear 

feet of stream, according to the company’s prospectus.

Howard isn’t alone in being questioned about potential conflicts with his roles. Other members of 

the Mining and Energy Commission, who were appointed by Berger, House Speaker Thom Tillis, 

R-Mecklenburg, and former Gov. Bev Perdue, have faced heat for being viewed as friendly to the 

energy industry.

Howard’s connection with the energy industry also appears in his Statement of Economic Interest. 

He discloses owning at least $10,000 worth of shares in the publicly traded ITT Corp. The 

company says on its website that it supplies the oil and gas industry with products and services 

engineered to withstand the harshest operational environments. Some of the products include 

pumps, industrial valves and regulators.

Howard’s two hats make people such as Mary Kerley — who was born in the Stokes County 

house handed down from her grandmother in the 1800s — concerned that the interests of small 

landowners could get drowned out by the drumbeat of big business.

She said she was pleased with the water-testing recommendation but remained skeptical about 

how fair the rule-making process is.

“As a landowner, as a taxpayer, as a citizen of North Carolina, I feel like we have been woefully 

underrepresented in this process,” Kerley said. “I feel like my rights are being trampled on and 

that government officials, and the people they appointed to represent us, are not going to represent 

all the people.”

bgutierrez@wsjournal.com

(336) 727-7278
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