
  

AGENDA 
 

Commission for the Environment   
December 9, 2013 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Orange County Environment and Agricultural Center 

306 Revere Road, Chapel Hill 

 

Time 
 

Item 
 

Title 
7:30 I. Call to Order  
   

7:32 II. Additions or Changes to Agenda  
                                                                

7:35 III. Approval of Minutes – November 11  (Attachment 1) 
   

7:45 IV. Community Garden Proposal 
  Brian Belting and Matt Ballard (University United Methodist Church) will present plans for an 

urban community garden on the former Umstead Farm along Bolin Creek.  They request 
feedback and guidance from the CFE for this environmental initiative  (Attachment 2) 

   

8:00 V. Committee Meetings - State of the Environment report 
  The CFE will break out into its standing committees (Air & Energy and Water & Biological) to 

discuss proposed revisions to the draft State of the Environment report  (Attachment 3) 
 

Draft #4 of SOE report sections is available from a special 
CFE link to the DEAPR webpage   

 
   

8:45 VI. Committee Reports  
  The committees will report back and discuss next steps for completing the SOE Report   
   

9:10 VII. Election of Officers 
  CFE members are scheduled to elect a new Chair and Vice-Chair for the upcoming year in 

accordance with the CFE policies and procedures.  (Attachment 4) 
   

9:20 VIII. Updates and Information Items 
  Staff and/or CFE members will provide updates on the following items: 

 

 2014 Meeting Calendar (Attachment 5) 

 CFE appointments (Attachment 6) 

 CFE Annual Report and Work Plan: 2013-14 (Attachment 7) 

 CFE Resolution – Food Waste Diversion (Attachment 8) 

 Industrial Hemp film screening update 

 Seismic testing for fracking to begin in NC (Attachment 9) 

 Fracking leads new energy boom in the US  (Attachment 10) 

 Jordan Lake rules update (Attachment 11) 

 OWASA Mitigation Tract forestry update (Attachment 12) 

 Duke Forest newsletter (Attachment 13) 

 Triangle Land Conservancy newsletter (Attachment 14) 
 

   

9:30 IX. Adjournment 
   

    Next meeting:  January 13 (Hillsborough) 
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Orange County  

Commission for the Environment 
 

Draft Meeting Summary 
 

November 11, 2013 

Solid Waste Management Administration Building, Chapel Hill 
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

PRESENT:  Jan Sassaman (Acting Chair), Lucy Adams, May Becker, Peter Cada, Loren Hintz, 
Donna Lee Jones, Steve Niezgoda, Jeanette O’Connor, Tom O’Dwyer, David Welch 
 

ABSENT:  David Neal, Terri Buckner, Susie Enoch, Gary Saunders 
 

STAFF:  Rich Shaw, Tom Davis   
_______________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

I. Call to Order – Sassaman called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.  He thanked Hintz for 
running as a candidate for Chapel Hill Town Council.  He congratulated Jenn Weaver 
(Neal’s spouse) for being chosen to serve on the Hillsborough town board.   

 
II.  Additions or Changes to Agenda – Becker asked to present a draft food waste 

resolution that she shared with CFE members earlier.  Sassaman recommended adding 
this item to the agenda prior to the State of the Environment report.  The CFE agreed.       

 
III. Approval of Minutes – Sassaman asked for comments on draft September 9 meeting 

summary.  Hintz recommended adding a sentence on Page 2 to explain the bulleted 
comments were some of the issues that were raised during the discussion.  O’Dwyer 
motioned to approve as amended; Niezgoda seconded.  Approved unanimously.   

 
IV. Industrial Hemp Film – O’Dwyer discussed his ongoing continued interest in the CFE 

sponsoring a screening of a documentary film (“Bringing it Home”) that advocates for the 
legal production of industrial hemp in the United States.  He said some CFE members 
watched the film at his home and others are welcome to borrow it for viewing.  He noted 
several states now support hemp production, which could be regulated and taxed like 
tobacco to help support other public needs.   

 
Sassaman asked what concerns people about hemp.  O’Dwyer said aside from the myth 
that hemp is similar or equivalent to marijuana, the problem is there is not a marketplace 
for this product although there is enough demand to establish a system.  China and 
Canada sell hemp products in the US; they also sell bales for manufacturing goods.   
 
O’Dwyer said a few years ago North Carolina passed a law allowing NC State University 
to experiment with hemp, but there is currently a hold on that research.  He said many 
farmers in Orange County are looking for a better large-scale crop to replace corn.  
O’Dwyer added that hemp can improve soil by adding beneficial nutrients while 
removing heavy metals.  Jones recalled that “phytoremediation” is one of the beneficial 
qualities discussed in the Congressional Research Service white paper (“Hemp as an 
Agricultural Commodity”) that O’Dwyer provided earlier.   
 
Hintz supported having a constructive dialogue about hemp production. Welsh said the 
CFE should identify potential environmental benefits rather than purely economic 
considerations. O’Dwyer said he would enlist other boards to examine the other issues, 
such as Agricultural Preservation Board and the Economic Development Commission.     
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CFE members identified questions about hemp’s effects on the environment: 

 What are the net effects of hemp on the soil, including soil nutrients? (Cada) 

 What effect does hemp farming have on native wildlife? (Cada 

 Could hemp serve as a fast-growing wind break? (Cada) 

 Could hemp be considered an invasive species?  If so, what affects could 
hemp have on native plant species? (Adams)   

 What else does hemp remove from the soil besides heavy metals? (Adams) 

 Is it true that hemp does not require herbicides or pesticides?   
 
O’Dwyer motioned that the CFE authorize him to find answers to those environmental 
questions, and if he can answer the questions satisfactorily he would then ask CFE 
members to decide on whether to sponsor a screening of the film.  O’Connor seconded 
the motion and it carried unanimously.     
 

 CFE Resolution on Food Waste Diversion [Added to agenda] – Sassaman asked 
Becker to introduce the draft resolution she shared with CFE members via email.   

 
Becker said her proposal follows up on the presentation by Gayle Wilson and Cody 
Marshall (Orange County Solid Waste Management) to the CFE in April, and on the 
Solid Waste Forum that the CFE co-sponsored with the Chapel Hill Sustainability 
Committee in May.  Becker said she discussed how the County could improve its food 
waste program with Gayle Wilson, Blair Pollock and others.  
 
Becker thanked CFE members for their comments thus far and asked if there were other 
questions.  O’Connor suggested the County look at other successful programs around 
the county, including curbside composting in New York City.  She asked whether the 
resolution aimed to expand only commercial composting or to include residential too.   
 
CFE members discussed the merits of including residential compost collection along 
with the larger, commercial establishments.  Most members suggested focusing the 
current push on commercial collection of food waste. Shaw said his notes from the April 
presentation was that Orange County currently diverts 2,000 tons of waste from the 
landfill each year rather than 4,000 tons as stated in the draft resolution. He 
recommended the CFE check that figure.  
 
O’Dwyer motioned to approve the resolution with the noted changes.  Cada seconded 
the motion and it was approved unanimously.  Sassaman asked staff to send the signed 
resolution to the BOCC and the towns with the CFE’s April 2013 memo on Orange 
County’s Integrated Recycling Program.    

 
V. State of the Environment 2014 – Shaw provided an overview of the report progress.  

He and Davis described the changes made to the Land Resources and Water 
Resources sections respectively since the last meeting.  Shaw asked CFE members to 
provide critical feedback on the format and contents, and to help staff assess the current 
trends and identify what the County can do to improve in the different subject areas.   
Shaw reported that he had not received edits to the Air and Energy section.  He recalled 
that members of the Air and Energy Committee had offered to simplify some of the 
technical narrative and to reformat the section for CFE consideration. He thanked all 
CFE members for volunteering their time toward this project, but noted staff still needs a 
lot of assistance to complete the report on schedule.   
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Hintz noted that some of the Internet links do not work properly and recommended that 
they all be checked before final report publication.   
 
Sassaman asked for volunteers from both committees to work closely with Shaw and 
Davis on identifying specific findings and recommendations to highlight in the report from 
the CFE.  Cada and Becker offered to work on the Water section; Welsh, Hintz and 
O’Connor on the Land section.  Niezgoda offered to read the document for clarity, flow 
and content. Jones recommended putting complex tables in an appendix.   
 
Sassaman suggested a fourth draft be sent to CFE two weeks prior to the next meeting.   
 
The CFE members agreed that at this stage it is too late to consider wholesale changes 
to the basic report format.  Doing so would require re-editing all sections again.       

 
 

VI. Updates and Information Items – Sassaman introduced a topic that will be placed on 
the December meeting agenda.  He said the University Methodist Church in Chapel Hill 
recently purchased eight acres for an urban garden along Bolin Creek.  He has invited 
representatives to describe the project and its potential environmental impacts.     

 
Information on the following other subjects was included in the meeting materials and 
summarized by staff: a) CFE meeting calendar for 2014, b) OWASA forest management 
at Cane Creek Mitigation Tract, c) wood pellets being used for fuel, d) Carrboro’s energy 
and climate action plan, e) the relative certainty of climate change, f)  new guidance for 
permitting of solar projects, g) Orange County’s recycling of oyster shells, h) a legislative 
scorecard from the NC League of Conservation Voters, i) Fracking wastewater study 
findings by Duke researchers, j) US Forest Service water quality BMP newsletter, and k) 
the winners of “The Nature of Orange” photography contest.  
 
O’Dwyer urged CFE members to continue paying attention to plans for future forest 
management activities on OWASA’s Cane Creek Reservoir properties.   
 

VII. Adjournment – Sassaman adjourned the regular meeting at 9:07.  He asked members 
to meet with staff members of their respective committee to discuss sections of the State 
of the Environment report.         

 
* * * * * * * * * * 

 
  Committee Meetings – Members of the Water and Biological Committee met with Davis 

and Shaw to discuss the draft State of the Environment report and to decide on how they 
would provide edits and other feedback.   
    
 

Summary by Rich Shaw, DEAPR Staff 



Environment, Agriculture, Parks and Recreation  
PO Box 8181 / 306-A Revere Road 

Hillsborough, NC 27278 
(919) 245-2510 

 

  

Memorandum 

 

To:  Commission for the Environment 
From:  Rich Shaw and Tom Davis 
Date:  December 5, 2013  
Subject: Orange County State of the Environment 2014 
 

 

A fourth draft of the State of the Environment report 2014 is ready for your review and 
comments.   
 
Since your November meeting Rich has revised the Land Resources section using extensive 
input from members of the Water and Biological Resources Committee.  There have been a few 
changes to the Water Resources section, but (again) no revisions as of yet to the Air and 
Energy Resources section.   
 
Once again, we ask CFE members to read the draft document and provide your thoughts to fill 
out the following for each environmental indicator:  “What is the Trend in Orange County?” and 
“How Can Orange County Improve?”   
 
We also need you to identify what you believe are the key issues and recommendations of the 
report as whole, which will be summarized in the introductory pages.  
 
The following is a revised schedule for the project. 
 

May 2013 DEAPR hires graduate Research Associate (M. Munkittrick) 

May-June 2013 Munkittrick verifies data sources, investigates new potential data sources, 
discusses with staff and CFE members  

June-July 2013 Munkittrick collects data, reports to staff & CFE committees.  CFE 
comments on proposed new style/format and new/deleted environmental 
indicators and emerging issues 

August 2013 Munkittrick and DEAPR Staff present initial draft SOE report to CFE.  
Identify needs for further input/text from CFE and outside entities.    

Sept-Oct 2013 Staff completes the data entries for remaining indicators.  CFE provides 
further input/text for each indicator.  CFE identifies those indicators it would 
like to highlight in the report overview and executive summary.   

Nov-Dec 2013 Staff creates revised draft (proposed final) SOE report.  CFE reviews draft, 
makes final edits/changes.  Staff incorporates changes into final report. 

January 2014 CFE reviews draft, makes final edits/changes.  Staff incorporates changes into 
final report. 

Feb/March 2014 Document is made “camera-ready.”  SOE report prepared for on-line viewing.  
A limited number of reports are printed for libraries and other entities.  

March 2014 CFE hosts Environmental Summit, SOE report presented 

 



NATURAL and CULTURAL RESOURCES DIVISION 
Orange County Department of Environment, Agriculture, Parks & Recreation 

PO Box 8181, Hillsborough, NC 27278 
Phone: (919) 245-2510  Fax: (919) 644-3351 

 
 

MEMORANDUM 

 

December 4, 2013 

 

TO:  Commission for the Environment  

 

FROM: Rich Shaw, Land Conservation Manager 

 

SUBJECT: Election of Officers  
 

 

It is that time of year for the CFE to elect its officers—Chair and Vice Chair—as 

specified in the CFE policies and procedures.   

 

Please see the following excerpt from the procedures for your information and guidance:   

 
SECTION III: MEMBERSHIP  

 
A. Authority … 
B. Composition … 
C. Officers 

1. The elected officers of the Commission for the Environment shall consist of 
a Chair and a Vice Chair. 

 
D. Election Procedures and Terms of Office 

1. The Officers shall be elected by the Commission for the Environment from 
among its members at the regular meeting in November of each year.  They 
shall take office at the following regular meeting. 

2. The candidate for each office receiving a majority vote of the Commission 
for the Environment members present shall be declared elected. 

3. The officers shall be elected for a term of one year.  They shall be eligible to 
succeed themselves for not more than three consecutive terms. 

4. Appointment to serve for any actual period of one (1) year or more will 
constitute a full term.  Appointment for any actual period of less than one 
(1) year will constitute a partial or unexpired term.  

 



 

JANUARY 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

       
 

  MAY 

S M T W T F S 

    1 2 3 

4 5 6 7 8 9 10 

11 12 13 14 15 16 17 

18 19 20 21 22 23 24 

25 26 27 28 29 30 31 

       

       
 

  SEPTEMBER 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 30     

       

       
 

 FEBRUARY 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28  

       

       
 

  JUNE 

S M T W T F S 

1 2 3    4 5 6 7 

8 9 10 11 12 13 14 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 

29 30      
 

  OCTOBER 

S M T W T F S 

   1 2 3 4 

5 6 7 8 9 10 11 

12 13 14 15 16 17 18 

19 20 21 22 23 24 25 

26 27 28 29 30 31  

       

       
 

 MARCH 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5 6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30 31      

       
 

   JULY 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13 14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30 31   

       

       
 

  NOVEMBER 

S M T W T F S 

      1 

2 3 4 5  6 7 8 

9 10 11 12 13 14 15 

16 17 18 19 20 21 22 

23 24 25 26 27 28 29 

30       

       
 

 APRIL 

S M T W T F S 

  1 2 3 4 5 

6 7 8 9 10 11 12 

13  14 15 16 17 18 19 

20 21 22 23 24 25 26 

27 28 29 30    

       

       
 

  AUGUST 

S M T W T F S 

31     1 2 

3 4 5 6 7 8 9 

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 

       

       
 

  DECEMBER 

S M T W T F S 

 1 2 3 4 5 6 

7 8 9 10 11 12 13 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

28 29 3 0  31    

       

       
 

Department of Environment, 

Agriculture, Parks & Recreation 

306-A Revere Rd. 

Hillsborough, NC  27278 

Phone: 919-245-2510 

www.orangecountync.gov/deapr/ 

 

Orange County Commission for the Environment 

2014 
*All meetings begin at 7:30 p.m. 

MEETING DATES   LOCATIONS 
 

• January 13    Hillsborough 

• February 10    Chapel Hill 

• March 10    Hillsborough 

• April 14     Chapel Hill 

• May 12     Hillsborough 

• June 9     Chapel Hill 

• July – No Meeting 

• August 11    Hillsborough 

• September 8    Chapel Hill 

• October 13    Hillsborough 

• November 10    Chapel Hill 

• December 8    Hillsborough 

  

 
 

MEETING LOCATIONS: 
Chapel Hill: Southern Human Services Center, 2501 Homestead Rd., Chapel Hill, NC 

Hillsborough: Environment and Agricultural Center, 306 Revere Rd., Hillsborough, NC 
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 Orange County  
COMMISSION FOR THE ENVIRONMENT  

(updated November 2013) 
 

NAME OF MEMBER                   POS # 

HOME ADDRESS/TELEPHONE 

DATE OF APPOINTMENT  

COMMITTEE (Representation) 

TERM  

ENDS 

BUSINESS TELEPHONE 

E-MAIL 

TOWNSHIP OF    

RESIDENCE 

Lucy Adams                                      #2 

5128 Green Meadow Rd. 

Hillsborough, NC 27278    

3/21/06 
Air & Energy  
(Air Quality) 

 
12/31/13 

 

919-316-3916 

lhadams1@mindspring.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

May Becker                                       #1 

511 Cotton Street 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516      

9/21/2010 
Air & Energy  

(At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

919-969-7439 

tomatocutter@yahoo.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Terri Buckner                                    #6 

306 Yorktown Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516      

11/8/2012 
Air & Energy  

(At Large) 

 
12/31/13 

 

919-672-8271 

tbuckner@ibiblio.org 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Peter Cada                                      #10 

420 Coach House Lane 

Hillsborough, NC 27278    

9/21/2010 
Water & Biological 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

919-485-8278 

peter.cada@tetratech.com 

 

Hillsborough 

Susie Enoch                                     #8 

4002 McGowan Creek Road  

Efland, NC  27243             

5/21/2013 
Water & Biological  

(At Large) 

 

12/31/13 

 

336-260-7694 

enochts@aol.com 

 

Cheeks 

Loren Hintz                                       #4 

804 Kings Mill Rd.  

Chapel Hill, NC 27517       

1/27/2009 
Water & Biological  
(Biological Resources) 

 
12/31/13 

 

919-933-8987 

ldhintz@bellsouth.net 

 

Chapel Hill 

Donna Lee Jones                             #5 

3035 Carriage Trail  

Hillsborough, NC 27278    

5/21/2013 
Water & Biological 

(Water Resources) 

 

12/31/15 

 

919-541-5251 

donnaleejones13@hotmail.com 

 

Eno 

David Neal (Chair)                          #13 

323 West Queen Street 

Hillsborough, NC 27278    

9/21/2010 
Air & Energy 

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/15 

 

919-732-2156 

David.L.Neal@gmail.com 

 

Hillsborough 

Steven Niezgoda                            #14 

524 Patriot's Pointe Dr.  

Hillsborough, NC 27278    

5/21/2013 
Water & Biological 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/15 

 

716-998-1490 

steve.niezgoda@gmail.com 

 

Hillsborough 

Jeanette O’Connor                         #12 

117 S Peak Dr.  

Carrboro, NC 27510          

5/21/2013 
Water & Biological 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

703-678-6893 

jeanette.oconnor@gmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

Rebecca Ray                                    #3 

5617 Jomali Drive  

Durham, NC 27705 

11/19/2013 
TBD 

(Land Resources) 

 

12/31/14 

 

919-383-0685  

bbray@nc.rr.com 

 

Eno 

Jan Sassaman (Vice Chair)              #7 

201 Bolinwood Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27514 

12/13/2011 
Air & Energy 

(At Large) 

 
12/31/13 

 

919-933-1609 

jan.sassaman@gmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

Gary Saunders                                 #9 

103 Woodshire Lane 

Chapel Hill, NC 27514       

1/27/2009 
Air & Energy  

(Engineer) 

 

12/31/15 

 

919-707-8413  

gary.saunders@ncdenr.gov 

 

Chapel Hill 

 

Lydia Wegman                                #15 

5704 Cascade Drive  

Chapel Hill, NC 27514 

11/19/2013 
TBD 

(At Large) 

 

12/31/15 

 

919-886-8775 

lnwegman@gmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

David Welch                                    #11 

20 East Drive 

Chapel Hill, NC  27516      

9/21/2010 
Water & Biological  

 (At Large) 

 

12/31/14 

 

919-406-2101 

davwelch@hotmail.com 

 

Chapel Hill 

     

David Stancil                    245-2522 

Rich Shaw                        245-2514 

Tom Davis                        245-2513 

                  .                      245-2510 
 

Director, Dept. of Environment, Agriculture, Parks & Rec. 

Land Conservation Manager 

Water Resources Coordinator 

Administrative Assistant 
 

dstancil@co.orange.nc.us 

rshaw@co.orange.nc.us 

tdavis@co.orange.nc.us 
 

 

 

mailto:dstancil@co.orange.nc.us
mailto:rshaw@co.orange.nc.us
mailto:tdavis@co.orange.nc.us
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NAME OF BOARD/COMMISSION: Commission for the Environment 
 

Report Period:    2013 - 2014 
 
ORANGE COUNTY ADVISORY BOARDS & COMMISSIONS  
ANNUAL REPORT / WORK PLAN FOR THE COUNTY COMMISSIONERS 
 

The Board of Commissioners welcomes input from various advisory boards and 
commissions in preparation for its annual planning retreat.  Please complete the following 
information, limited to the front and back of this form.  Other background materials may be 
provided as a supplement to, but not as a substitute for, this form. 
 

Board/Commission Name:   Commission for the Environment 
 

Persons to address BOCC at work session and contact information:   
 

Chair:   David Neal  919-732-2156      David.L.Neal@gmail.com 
Vice-Chair:  Jan Sassaman     919-933-1609      jan.sassaman@gmail.com 

 

Primary County Staff Contact:  
  

Department of Environment, Agriculture, Parks and Recreation 
     Rich Shaw (Land Conservation Manager)   245-2514  rshaw@orangecountync.gov 
     Tom Davis (Water Resources Coordinator) 245-2513  tdavis@orangecountync.gov 
         

How many times per month does this commission meet, including any special 
meetings and sub-committee meetings? 
 

 One meeting per month (2nd Monday); committees as needed during regular meeting 
   

Brief Statement of Commission’s Assigned Charge and Responsibilities. 
 

Purpose: to advise the BOCC on matters affecting the environment, with particular 
emphasis on environmental protection and enhancement.  Other duties include: 
 

 Perform special studies/projects on environmental issues as requested by BOCC 

 Recommend environmental initiatives to the BOCC, especially of local importance 

 Study changes in environmental science and environmental regulations in the 
pursuit of the CFE’s duties      

 Educate the public and local officials on environmental issues 
 

What are your Commission’s most important accomplishments?   
 

 Published the Orange County State of the Environment reports (2000, 2002, 2004, 
2009); and will complete an updated SOE report in early 2014 

 Convened Orange Co. Environmental Summit in 2005, 2009, and planning for 2014 

 Hosted a Solid Waste Forum with the Chapel Hill Sustainability Committee (2013) 

 Advised the BOCC to expand the County’s commercial food waste pickup and 
composting services, thereby reducing food waste in the solid waste stream (2013) 

 Co-sponsored the annual Nature of Orange photography contest (2012-13) 

 Advocated for ½ cent sales tax referendum for Triangle Region public transit (2012)  

 Advised the BOCC to protect public health and sensitive lands from fracking (2012) 

 Compiled annotated bibliography of the effects of forestry on water quality (2012) 

 Initiated project to identify native plant habitat along roadways for protection from 
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herbicides in collaboration with NC Botanical Garden, NCDOT, utility providers (2012)  

 Provided comments on draft UDO amendments for permitting solar arrays (2012) 

 Advised BOCC to preserve areas in developments for solar energy production (2012) 

 Initiated effort to create incentives for energy efficient construction/renovation (2012) 

 Developed a Sustainable Landscaping Policy for County-owned facilities (2010) 

 Developed a Forest Management Policy for County properties (2010) 

 Assisted County staff in completing the Natural and Cultural Systems Element of the 
Orange County Comprehensive Plan (2008) 

 Helped draft Environmental Responsibility in County Gov’t. Goal (2005) 

 Worked with Board of Health and staff on determining best ways to implement the 
Water Resources Initiative (adopted in principle by BOCC in 2005) 

 Assisted with County’s Greenhouse Gas Emissions Reduction Inventory (2005) 

 Worked with Orange County Schools to introduce local environmental indicators/ 
trends and issues into middle and high school science curriculum (SOE 2004, 2009) 

  
List of Specific Tasks, Events, or Functions Performed or Sponsored Annually. 
 

 Review and comment on environmental issues (e.g., fracking, biosolids application, 
water pollution, air quality, forest mgmt..) and other issues assigned by the BOCC 

 Identify priorities for the Lands Legacy Action Plan (natural areas and wildlife habitat)  

 Conduct special studies pertaining to Orange County environment (e.g., energy 
efficiency/sustainability, forestry effects on water quality, herbicides and native flora) 

 Develop recommendations on implementation of ground water studies of the 1990s 
and the integration of ground water and surface water quality and quantity  

 Conduct environmental education outreach at events (e.g., Last Fridays, Festifall) 

 

Describe this commission’s activities/accomplishments in carrying out BOCC 
goals/priorities, if applicable. 
 

BOCC Goal Five:  Create, preserve, and protect a natural environment that 
includes clean water, clean air, wildlife, important natural lands and sustainable 
energy for present and future generations. 

 

 Presented findings and recommendations to BOCC on selected environmental 
issues:  effects of forest mgmt. on water quality; effects of herbicides on roadside 
native plant habitat; potential effects of hydraulic fracturing (“fracking”) in Orange 
County; problems caused by hydrilla in the Eno River (BOCC Priorities #1 and #12) 

 Stayed abreast of ongoing and developing env. issues of importance to the County, 
such as Falls & Jordan Lake nutrient mgmt. rules, permitting of biosolids on farmland, 
and reducing commercial food  waste in solid waste stream (Priorities #12 and #16) 

 Provides comments on proposed master plans for future parks/preserves 
 

If your commission played the role of an Element Lead Advisory Board involved in the 
2030 Comprehensive Plan preparation process, please indicate your activities/ 
accomplishments as they may relate to the Comprehensive Plan’s goals or objectives.  
(Element Lead Advisory Boards include: Planning Board, Commission for the Environment, 
Historic Preservation Commission, Agriculture Pres. Board, and Parks & Recreation Council) 
 

 The CFE provided extensive input into DEAPR staff development of the Natural and 
Cultural Systems Element of the Comprehensive Plan—specifically the chapters on 
Air and Energy Resources, Water Resources, and Natural Areas and Wildlife Habitat 
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Objective AE-1:  
Assess and implement the current countywide greenhouse gas emissions inventory and 
action plan target reductions.    

 The CFE helped to initiate a countywide inventory of greenhouse gas emissions 
(2005), and continues to advise on ways to reduce the County’s “carbon footprint.” 

Objective AE-15:  
Foster participation in green energy programs such as installation incentives for solar hot 
water/solar generation/solar tempering in residential or commercial construction.  The 
County should develop programs that will link citizens and businesses with options for 
alternative and sustainable energy sources.   

 The CFE’s Air and Energy Resources Committee has developed proposals that 
address energy efficiency and renewable power issues, and will continue to expand 
its efforts in collaboration with other advisory boards and stakeholders.  

 
Objective NA-3: 
Develop a more detailed and consistent methodology for monitoring changes in forest 
cover throughout the County, and specifically the extent of mature hardwood forest.   

 The CFE’s State of the Environment 2014 will report on the significant reduction in 
mature hardwood forest that occurred from 2003-2012 and since 1988.  Further 
refinements to the methodology are still needed for future applications.   

Objective NA-11:  
Develop a comprehensive conservation plan for achieving a network of protected open 
space throughout Orange County, which addresses 1) threats to important natural areas; 
2) connectivity between protected areas; 3) coordination with neighboring counties; and 
4) sustainable management of critical natural resources.   

 The CFE’s Biological Resources Committee prepared a draft scope of work and is 
considering how to proceed as follow up to the updated Parks & Rec Master Plan  

 
Objective NA-16:   
Create a system of public and private open space and conservation areas, including 
parks, nature preserves, and scenic vistas representative of Orange County landscape.   

 The CFE advises County’s Lands Legacy program in its efforts to protect the most 
important natural and cultural resource lands through a variety of means.   

 The CFE’s Biological Resources Committee prepared a draft scope of work and is 
considering how to proceed as follow up to the updated Parks & Rec Master Plan 

 

Objective WR-5:  
Promote and participate in regional efforts to plan for use of water supplies in the region 
in an equitable manner, including contingency planning for water supplies during 
droughts.    [Also Objectives WR-9, WR-10, and WR-15] 

 CFE is staying abreast of Jordan Lake Partnership and advising staff as needed 

 CFE is advocating full implementation of the Water Resources Initiative to ensure 
planning for an adequate water supply for current and anticipated future needs  

 

Objective WR-11: 
Provide incentives and educational information to landowners to increase protection of 
watersheds and ground water supplies and their inter-relationships. 

 The CFE distributes groundwater and surface water educational materials at Festifall 
and Last Fridays events and as part of its State of the Environment reports 
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Identify any activities this commission expects to carry out in 2014 as they relate to 
established BOCC goals and priorities.  If applicable, is there a fiscal impact (i.e., 
funding, staff time, other resources) associated with these proposed activities (list). 
 

 Complete the Orange County State of the Environment 2014 report 

 Convene an Environmental Summit, showcasing findings from the SOE 2014 

 Convene an Energy Task Force (or equivalent work group) to improve the County’s 
ability to foster local sustainable energy production and energy efficiency strategies. 

 Recommend ways to reduce the County’s “carbon footprint” and implement the 
County’s Environmental Responsibility Goal (BOCC Priority #10)  

 Collaborate with others to identify significant roadside habitat for native plants; work 
with NCDOT and utilities to protect roadside habitats (BOCC Priority #1) 

 Stay abreast of Jordan and Falls Lake nutrient reduction rules, and Jordan Lake 
Partnership (water supply allocations); advise County staff and BOCC as needed  

 Develop surface water monitoring plan for county in coordination with other entities 

 Continue to review/comment on plans to expand the Orange Well Net program  

 Initiate efforts to create a detailed water budget for Orange County 

 Advise County staff on implementing selected objectives of the Comprehensive Plan 

 Help develop a comprehensive conservation plan for Orange Co (BOCC Priority #1) 

 Co-sponsor the annual DEAPR photography contest: The Nature of Orange 

 
What are the concerns or emerging issues your board has identified for the upcoming 
year that it plans to address, or wishes to bring to the Commissioners’ attention?  
 

 The CFE requests BOCC approval to convene Renewable Energy & Efficiency Work 
Group (or equivalent group) to improve the County’s ability to foster local sustainable 
energy production and energy efficiency strategies [Jan. 2013 memo to BOCC] 

 

 The CFE will advocate for an expansion of the County’s commercial food waste 
pickup and composting services to reduce food waste in the solid waste stream  
 

 The CFE remains interested in collaborating with the Planning Board and others (with 
appropriate direction from the BOCC) on developing new requirements or incentives 
for developers of residential and commercial properties to reserve areas for solar 
energy generation [Dec. 2011 memos to BOCC] 
 

 The CFE remains interested in collaborating with the Planning Board (with 
appropriate direction from the BOCC) on developing incentives for increasing energy 
efficiency in all new construction [Jan. 2012 memo to Planning Board] 
 

 The CFE recognizes the ongoing need to fully implement the Water Resources 
Initiative to ensure planning for an adequate water supply for current and anticipated 
future needs (e.g., expand the Orange Well Net groundwater monitoring program; 
initiate efforts to create a detailed Water Budget for the county.) 
 

 The CFE will continue its collaboration with the NC Botanical Garden and others to 
identify significant roadside habitat for native plants and work with NCDOT and other 
utilities to protect those roadside habitats [authorized by BOCC June 2012]  

 

 The US EPA is likely to revise Federal Air Quality standards for ozone and particulate 
matter in 2013. The CFE will stay up to date with any regulatory changes and advise 
the BOCC on any policy implications for Orange County’s transportation planning. 
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December 3, 2013 
 
Dear Neighbor: 
 
RE: UPCOMING WORK ON OWASA’S 491-ACRE CANE CREEK RESERVOIR MITIGATION 

PROPERTY NEAR BUCKHORN ROAD 
 
I am writing to follow up on my letter of September 20 in which we informed you that OWASA had selected a 
contractor to implement the forest management plan provided by the North Carolina Wildlife Resources 
Commission (WRC) for our 491-acre Cane Creek Reservoir Mitigation Tract.  This work is being performed to 
comply with the requirements of the 404 permit issued by the US Army Corps of Engineers to construct Cane 
Creek Reservoir.   
 
In the September letter, we indicated that work would likely begin in late October or November.  The timbering 
company actually plans to begin work sometime during the week of December 9.  All work will be completed in 
accordance with North Carolina Rest Practices Guidelines Related to Water Quality and recommendations 
described in North Carolina Forestry Best Management Practices (BMP) Manual to Protect Water Quality as 
amended in September 2006. 
 
We anticipate two main impacts to neighbors: 

1. Noise – neighbors may be able to hear equipment during hours of operation. 
2. Vehicular traffic – all trucks will enter and exit the site via Martin Road; we anticipate six to eight 

truckloads of timber per day during normal harvest operations. 
 
We will continue to keep you informed about our forestry management activities.  If you did not receive e-mail 
notification (with this same letter attached) please send me an e-mail (see below) and I will add your name to our 
distribution list.  Conversely, if you prefer not to be contacted about our activities at this site please notify me and 
I will remove your name from our list.  
 
Please contact me at 919-537-4214 or at rrouse@owasa.org if you have any questions or would like more 
information regarding our forestry management activities at the Cane Creek Reservoir Mitigation Tract. 
 
Thank you very much. 
 
Sincerely,  

 
Ruth C. Rouse, AICP 
OWASA Planning and Development Manager 

mailto:rrouse@owasa.org

















