
  

AGENDA 
 

Commission for the Environment   
April 13, 2015 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Orange County Solid Waste Administration Building 

1207 Eubanks Road, Chapel Hill 

 

Time 
 

Item 
 

Title 
7:30 I. Call to Order  
   

7:32 II. Additions or Changes to Agenda  
                                                                

7:35 III. Approval of Minutes – March 9 (Attachment 1) 
   

7:40 IV. Welcome New Member 
  Lynne Gronback was appointed to the CFE on March 17.  See attached roster  (Attachment 2) 
   

7:45 V. Chapel Hill’s Green Building Incentives 
  John Richardson (Planning Mgr. for Sustainability) and Jesse Freedman (Energy Management 

Specialist) will provide an overview of Chapel Hill’s pilot program of “green building” incentives 
for new construction.  (Attachments 3-5) 

   

8:10 VI. Proposed Amendment to Impervious Surface Rules 
  Michael Harvey (Orange Co. Planning & Inspections) will present a draft amendment to the 

County’s Unified Development Ordinance (UDO) that would provide additional opportunities for 
residents to modify established impervious surface limits. (Attachments 6-8) 

   

8:30 VII. Public Outreach  
  CFE members will review its plans to convey information from State of Environment report to 

elected officials, schools, and the general public.  (Attachments 9-10)  
   

8:50 VIII. Updates and Information Items 
  Staff and/or CFE members will provide updates on the following items: 

 

 BOCC response to CFE annual report and work plan (Attachment 11) 

 Earth Evening (Hillsborough) – April 24 (Attachment 12) 

 Hydrilla in the Eno River – April 29 Public Meeting (Attachment 13) 

 The Nature of Orange photo contest  (Attachment 14) 

 Solid waste recycling program fee options  (Attachment 15) 

 Governor McCrory’s budget for NCDENR  (Attachment 16) 

 Nutrient pollution damages streams  (Attachment 17) 

 
   

9:00 V. Adjournment 
   

           Next meeting:  May 11 (Richard Witted Meeting Facility - Hillsborough) 



 

CFE Meeting Ground Rules (Adopted 9/12/11) 
 

1.  Keep to agenda topic under discussion 
 

2.  Share relevant information 
 

3.  One person speaks at a time after recognition by the Chair 
 

4.  Everyone is invited to participate in discussions / no one person should dominate 
discussions 

 

5.  Strive to reach consensus first before voting 
 

 
Activities the CFE expects to carry out in 2015: 
 

 Continue to update the Orange County State of the Environment 2014 report 
 

 Convene an Energy Task Force (or equivalent work group) to improve the County’s 
ability to foster local sustainable energy production and energy efficiency strategies 
 

 Recommend ways to reduce the County’s “carbon footprint” and implement the 
County’s Environmental Responsibility Goal   

 

 Help with public outreach and management efforts related to hydrilla in Eno River 
 

 Help initiate the development of a comprehensive conservation plan for Orange Co  
 

 Collaborate with NC Botanical Garden and others to identify significant roadside 
habitat for native plants;  ask NCDOT and other utilities to protect those roadside 
habitats [authorized by BOCC June 2012]  

 

 Co-sponsor the annual DEAPR photography contest (The Nature of Orange) 
 

 Help plan for and participate in DEAPR’s annual Earth Day event 

 
Concerns or emerging issues the CFE has identified for 2015:  
 

 The CFE will continue to advocate for an expansion of the County’s commercial food waste 
pickup and composting services to reduce food waste in the solid waste stream  
 

 The CFE remains interested in developing incentives for increasing energy efficiency in new 
construction [January 2012 memo to Planning Board] 
 

 The CFE will strive to learn more about environmental justice matters and incorporate 
relevant information and considerations in the State of the Environment 2014 report 
 

 The CFE will follow closely the Solid Waste Advisory Group’s discussions of how to improve 
the handling and disposal of Orange County’s solid waste, and will advocate for better long-
term solutions 
 

 The CFE will continue to advocate for increased efforts to gather information related to water 
resources in Orange County and will continue to increase public awareness and 
understanding of water supply sources, related concerns, and what steps can be undertaken 
to maintain or improve the quantity and quality of Orange County water supply resources 
 

 The CFE will continue to address, as appropriate, the critical environmental issues for Orange 
County as enumerated on page 3 of the 2014 State of the Environment report, which include 
potential adverse effects from a) invasive, non-native, plant and animal species; b) reductions 
in State-led collection of water resources data; c) potential drilling for natural gas in the Deep 
River basin; d) urban sprawl; and CFE support for e) the responsible deployment of clean and 
appropriately-sited renewable energy and reductions in energy use to help fight climate 
change 

 


