
 

 

ORANGE COUNTY  

AGRICULTURAL PRESERVATION BOARD 
 

MEETING SUMMARY--APPROVED 

March 19
th

, 2014 

 

Environment & Agricultural Center – Conference Room 

306 Revere Road, Hillsborough, NC 

7:30 p.m. 

 

MEMBERS PRESENT: Allan Green, Howard McAdams, Renee McPherson, Ashley Parker, 

Noah Ranells, Joe Thompson, Kim Woods 

 

MEMBERS ABSENT/EXCUSED: None 

 

GUESTS:  None  

 

STAFF:     David Stancil, Director, DEAPR; Gail Hughes, Soil Conservationist, DEAPR - 

Orange Soil & Water Conservation District; Lynn Hecht, Special Projects 

Coordinator, DEAPR 

 

 

1. Call to Order: Co-Chair McAdams called the meeting to order at 7:30 PM.  
 

2. Co-Chair Comments: None 
 

3. Consideration of Additions to Agenda: Ranells wanted to add a discussion about the 

Ag Economic Development initiatives being supported by the new ¼ cent sales tax.  
 

4. Meeting Summary / Minutes – January, 15
th

 2014 (Attachment 1): McPherson noted 

that the minutes show that she was present but in fact was not at the meeting. Thompson 

moved to accept the minutes/summary with this correction. Green seconded. Motion 

carried. 
 

5. Items for Decision: 

(a):  New VAD and EVAD applications: (Attachment 2): Hughes introduced two 

pending applications that include multiple parcels for Voluntary Agricultural District 

(VAD), along with one parcel for an Enhanced Voluntary Agricultural District (EVAD) 

and one modification of an existing VAD. She will present these applications, plus those 

still pending from the previous meeting, to the BOCC in June. These applications have 

been reviewed by staff and meet all the criteria and requirements for APB consideration 

for the VAD or EVAD programs. Hughes then opened the floor for discussion and 

approval. 

Attachment 1 
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Thomas Watson Parker: 82.22 acres for VAD: Farm consisting of six parcels located 

on Olin Road (Cedar Grove Agricultural District). Land is in hay, poultry, pasture, beef 

cattle and forestry/woodland. All parcels are in present use. Motion to approve 

application for VAD made by McPherson, seconded by Woods; motion carried.  

David and Vickie McKee: 168.79 acres for VAD and EVAD: Farm consists of seven 

parcels in three locations, located on Bradshaw Quarry, Kiger, Orange Grove, and Arthur 

Minnis roads (Buckhorn/Cane Creek and Caldwell Agricultural Districts). 95.55 acres 

proposed for EVAD; 73.24 acres proposed for VAD. Land is in hay, pasture, beef cattle 

and forestry/woodland. All parcels are in present use. Motion to approve application for 

VAD and EVAD made by Parker, seconded by Woods. Motion carried.  

Bacon Family Limited Partnership (Ben Johnson): 71.02 acres: Modification of 

existing VAD due to ownership change: Farm consists of one parcel along St. Mary’s 

Road (Schley/Eno Agricultural District). Land is in pasture plus vegetables, corn and 

pumpkins. Motion to approve modification/revision to VAD to reflect ownership change 

made by Woods, seconded by McPherson. Motion carried.  

She has two or three additional property owners showing interest in applying, so she may 

wait to generate a larger list of new properties to present to the BOCC at a meeting in 

June. Hughes referred members to her most recent table of VAD/EVAD properties and 

owners (Attachment 3) and explained her efforts to update this and make needed 

corrections, with help from her skilled volunteer; she should have a new list by May. 

(b): Election of New Officers: McAdams opened the floor for nominations for chair and 

vice-chair. Stancil noted that both current officers can serve one additional term of one 

year. Ranells moved to re-nominate the present slate of officers, ie, McAdams and 

Woods as co-chairs. McPherson seconded. McAdams asked for a motion to close the 

nominations. Thompson moved to close, seconded by McPherson. The current officers 

were re-elected by acclamation. Stancil suggested that it might be best if one could serve 

as chair, and the other as vice chair. Woods offered to let McAdams serve as chair; all 

present agreed by acclamation.  

6. Items for Discussion  
 

a. Identify new board members; new roster; review list of current VAD/EVAD 

property owners: Stancil reported that Batt resigned effective March 18
th

, leaving 

us with only seven members; there are now two at-large vacancies and Green’s 

term expires on June 30
th

. There are five district vacancies now. At-large 

members could be shifted into district vacancies if they meet the residency 

requirement. The Ag Board is unusual in that the district seats have no term 

limits. Discussion followed. Cathy Shambley, Johnny Pope or Vaughn Compton 

were suggested for Cedar Grove. Gordon Neville might still consider serving for 

the White Cross area. McAdams should make that contact; perhaps he would 

serve for a short period until we get more farms enrolled in that district. Ask 

Roland Walters if he would be willing to serve for High Rock/Efland, perhaps via 

letter. Each member will try to make contacts. Owning a VAD farm is not a 

requirement for at-large membership. Noah can contact the owners of Funny Girl 

and Ramble Reel farms. The current roster of online applicants does not contain 
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any active farmers. Green moved that authority to review and vet applicants be 

delegated to the chair and co-chair, seconded by Thompson. Motion passed.   
 

b. Present Use Issues:  Our current rules still require that farms must be in present 

use to be in VAD/EVAD; the state law was revised in 2011 to eliminate that 

requirement. Hughes spoke with the folks from Moore County, where they 

dropped the present use value requirement. As a precaution, they kept the wording 

regarding the threshold the same as the state rules, ie, 5 acres of horticulture; 10 

acres of crop land, 20 acres of forestry. They still require a forestry management 

plan or a conservation farm plan, and must be prime or important farmland. 

Maybe there is an appropriate minimum size for a genuine horticulture farm, say 

2 to 3 acres. Soil Service does prepare conservation farm plans on farms that size 

but still must be a real farm and have a farm number. Ranells asked what the rules 

now say about institutionally-owned farms, ie, for membership on this board for a 

district, does it have to be the landowner or designee, or just landowner? Stancil 

and Hughes noted that our ordinance states that for at-large seats, anyone can be a 

member, but for districts, the member has to be the farm owner. Ranells asked if 

that is just our ordinance or a state requirement? Staff will look that up. If we 

remove the present use requirement but kept the other rules like Moore County, 

then someone who just purchased a farm could enroll in the VAD program right 

away, but must wait four years for present use unless land is already in present 

use. Green reviewed why he had voted to retain the present use requirement last 

year. His perspective changed after he bought a new property and now has to wait 

four years for present use. But there is no reason for it to not be in the VAD 

program. In Moore, removing the present use rule allowed them to pick up some 

land that was owned by a land conservancy, ie, forestry lands. Here, the County 

has a farm, and OWASA and Duke Forest hold a lot or property that might 

qualify. Consideration could be given to small farms, say 3 acres; you can raise a 

lot on 3 acres. Even these small farmers buy supplies, fuel, etc. Stancil asked if 

one test would be whether or not the Soil Service would write a plan, like Moore 

Co.? Woods noted that present use rule does make it clear, cut and dry, that you 

are either in or out, there is no gray. At Ramble Reel, they farm maybe 2-3 acres 

of their 10 acres. And these are the people we want in the program. Would this 

change affect Ag Board membership over time? Ranells felt he could support 

doing away with PUV requirement, and would like to see our rules allow for an 

owner OR a designee to be on the board rather than just an owner. He would 

support either a minimum of 2 acres/or schedule F. Woods suggested requiring 

either a forestry plan or a farm plan; 2 acres seems reasonable. Stancil suggested 

that staff could bring back some draft language for the board to consider at the 

next meeting. Hughes reminded members to review our ordinance, for example, 

page 6 spells out certification and qualification requirements. Board could add a 

qualifying acreage here. Green raised the issue of working to eliminate the 4 year 

waiting period for present use. Discussion followed with a general agreement that 

this was not something that was going to be changed in the foreseeable future. 

Green withdrew his motion.  
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7. Informational Items / Future Agenda Items 
 

a. Ag Support Enterprises Update: Stancil reported the BOCC will hold a joint 

planning area public hearing on March 27
th

 in order to share this with Chapel Hill 

since it involves the rural buffer.  

 

b. 2014 Ag Summit Report from Attendees: Ranells thought that all Ag Board 

members should have gotten a detailed agenda. Green reported that it was overall 

very informative this year. It was well attended by current and hopeful County 

Commissioners.  

 

c. 2014 VAD Workshop: Update: Hughes shared some information about the 

meeting in Lee County and showed a map of counties that do not have farmland 

protection plans in place. There are 86 counties that have VADs, but only a few 

have EVADs. Main benefit of EVAD is the 90% funding from state programs, 

and extra points for other programs.  

 

d. Animal Services Ordinance Revision Update: Stancil read out Sandbeck’s email 

reporting what Bob Marotto said: the revised ordinance is scheduled to be put 

back before the BOCC at their April 8
th

 work session. We should see the revised 

ordinance in advance, if it actually gets finished in time.  

 

e. New item: Question from Ranells about new county ¼ cent sales tax—some for ag 

development. Does this board have an opportunity to ask for/advocate for use of 

some of the use of those funds for our farms in the VAD/EVAD program. We 

need to see that report. Stancil will contact Econ Dev Office to see where things 

all stand. How much revenue has been collected and how is it being used?  

 

8. Adjournment: Woods reminded members about the Central Piedmont Junior Livestock 

Sale, at Orange Grove on April 9-10. Stancil reminded group that the proposed Orange 

County Fair was voted down by the BOCC. Ranells reminded everyone that next week is 

NC Small Farm Week. Woods moved to adjourn, seconded by Ranells. Chair McAdams 

adjourned the meeting at 9:08 pm. 

 

 

Next Meeting – May 21
st
, 2014 


