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Memorandum 

 

To:  Commission for the Environment 
From:  Rich Shaw  
Date:  February 6, 2014  
Subject: Orange County State of the Environment 2014 
 

 

The revised State of the Environment report 2014 (Draft #6) is ready for review and comments.  
Since the January meeting there have been substantial improvements to all sections of the 
document, including the Air and Energy Resources section.   
 
Here are some things that are still needed: 
 

Part 1 – Cover / Acknowledgements / Chair letter / Table of Contents 
 Synchronize table of contents with actual page numbers 

 Synchronize figure & table numbers with how they appear in the document 

 Finalize symbols used for quick assessment of status and trends for each indicator  
 

Part 2 – Introduction / Critical Issues / Highlighted Recommendations / Demographics 
 Add photo/image to Introduction page  

 Identify “critical issues” for Orange County  

 Identify specific recommendations to highlight from each section of the report 

 Update the narrative on Demographics page based on the new figures/data 
 

Part 3 – Air and Energy Resources 
 Revise the introduction based on Saunders’ edits (synchronize with Neal’s text) 

 Revise the “What You Can Do” section based on Saunders’ additions 

 Data collection needed to complete Prime Forest 

 Update the “How Can Orange County Improve” info. for each indicator, if needed                 
[If no change needed, we can change text from red italics back to black font.] 

 Add a new page describing innovate measures used by public/private sector in Orange 
County to conserve energy: geothermal wells, solar arrays, landfill gas used at Carolina North 
 

Part 4 – Land Resources 
 Complete data collection/analysis needed to finalize Prime Forest indicator (Shaw) 

 Review and revise Solid Waste Management / Recycling indicator (Sassaman) 

 Move the Bird/Salamander monitoring info. from Invasives to Rare Plants/Animals (Shaw) 

 Insert table with new data into the Present Use Value piece (Davis/Shaw) 

 Update the “How Can Orange County Improve” info. for each indicator, if needed                 
[If no change needed, we can change text from red italics back to black font.] 
 

Part 5 – Water Resources  
 Review to make sure format is consistent with other chapters 

 
I propose that on Monday we discuss these above-listed items and each committee decide 
amongst its members who among us can work on these.   
 
See the revised schedule on next page>>>>>>>>>>>>> 
 



Attachment 6 

 
 
The following is a revised schedule for completing the State of the Environment 2014. 
 
Proposed Timeframe (as of Feb 6): 
 

May 2013 DEAPR hires graduate Research Associate (M. Munkittrick) 

May-June 2013 Munkittrick verifies data sources, investigates new potential data sources, 
discusses with staff and CFE members  

June-July 2013 Munkittrick collects data, reports to staff & CFE committees.  CFE 
comments on proposed new style/format and new/deleted environmental 
indicators and emerging issues 

August 2013 Munkittrick and DEAPR Staff present initial draft SOE report to CFE.  
Identify needs for further input/text from CFE and outside entities.    

Sept-Oct 2013 Staff completes the data entries for remaining indicators.  CFE provides 
further input/text for each indicator.  CFE identifies those indicators it would 
like to highlight in the report overview and executive summary.   

Nov-Dec 2013 Staff creates revised draft (proposed final) SOE report.  CFE reviews draft, 
makes final edits/changes.  Staff incorporates changes into final report. 

 

Jan/March 2014 
 

CFE reviews draft, makes final edits/changes.  Staff prepares final report. 

April 2014 Document is made “camera-ready.”  SOE report prepared for on-line 
viewing.  Some reports are printed for libraries and other entities.  

 

May 2014 
 

CFE hosts Environmental Summit (Location TBD), SOE report presented 

 


