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ORANGECOUNTYBOARDOFCOMMISSIONERS
JOINTMEETINGWITHCOMMISSIONFORTHEENVIRONMENT

October14, 2014
5:30p.m.  

TheOrangeCountyBoardofCommissionersmetforajointmeetingwiththe
CommissionfortheEnvironmentonTuesday, October14, 2014at5:30p.m. attheWhitted
BuildinginHillsborough, N.C.  

COUNTYCOMMISSIONERSPRESENT ChairJacobsandCommissionersMarkDorosin,  
AliceM. Gordon, EarlMcKee, BernadettePelissier, ReneePrice, andPennyRich
COUNTYCOMMISSIONERSABSENT
COUNTYATTORNEYSPRESENT JohnRoberts
COUNTYSTAFFPRESENT CountyManagerBonnieHammersley, AssistantCounty
ManagerClarenceGrier, CherylYoungandClerktotheBoardDonnaBaker (Allotherstaff
memberswillbeidentifiedappropriatelybelow)  
COMMISSIONFORTHEENVIRONMENTMEMBERSPRESENT:   ChairJanSassaman, Vice
ChairLorenHintzandmembersMayBecker, PeterCada, SteveNiezgoda, Jeanette
O’Connor, DavidNeal, RebeccaRayandDonnaLeeJones
COMMISSIONFORTHEENVIRONMENTMEMBERSABSENT:  WilliamNewby, LydiaWegman,  
CliffordLeath, DavidWelch, GarySaunders,  
DEPARTMENTOFENVIRONMENT, AGRICULTUREANDPARKSANDRECREATION
DEAPR) STAFFPRESENT DaveStancil, RichShawandTomDavis

Welcome/IntroductionsandOpeningRemarks
ChairJacobscalledthemeetingtoorderat5:43p.m.   
JanSassamansaidthisisanauspicioustimetogettogetherwiththeBoardofCounty

thCommissioners, astheCommissionfortheEnvironment (CfE) presentedthe5 editionofthe
StateoftheEnvironmentreportlastweekend.  HesaidhewouldliketogettheBoardof
CountyCommissioners’ feedbackonthis.  

Introductionsweremade.   
ChairJacobssaidthefactthattheBoardhasnotpreviouslymetwiththeCfEdoesnot

diminishtheirimportancetotheCounty.     

1. OrangeCountyStateoftheEnvironment2014Report (Attachment1)  
JanSassamansaidthisreportwasgivenonthispastSaturdayattheirSummit.  He

saidthisreporthascomealongwayinitsevolution, andheshowedacomparisonofthefirst
reporttothecurrentone.  Henotedthatasofthisweekendthereportisonline.    

JanSassamansaidthiseditionofthereportisdedicatedtoCommissionerGordon,  
whohasservedOrangeCountyfor24yearsasaCountyCommissioner.  Heexpressed
appreciationforCommissionerGordonandsaidtheCfEowestheirexistencetoher, asshe
playedanintegralpartinitscreation.  Hesaidshealsoplayedanintegralpartincreatingthe
DepartmentofEnvironment, Agriculture, ParksandRecreation (DEAPR).  

CommissionerDorosinarrivedat5:50p.m.   
JanSassamansaidthereportisincludedinattachment1, anditraisesmanycritical

issues.  Hesaidthereportisdividedintosectionsthathighlightdifferentareas.  Hereviewed
thefollowingissuesasoutlinedintheabstractmaterials:  



CriticalIssues
Invasive, non-native, plantandanimalspeciesthreatenthebiologicaldiversityof
OrangeCounty’saquaticandterrestrialecosystems. Non-nativespeciesreplace
natives, threateningcriticalecosystemservicessuchasplantpollinationandposing
riskstolivestock, land, andpublichealth.  
ImportantdataonthequalityandquantityofOrangeCounty’ssurfacewaterand
groundwaterwillremainunknownasreductionsaremadeinState-leddata
collectionefforts.  
IfdrillingfornaturalgasbeginsintheDeepRiverbasin, nearbyOrangeCounty
residentscouldexperiencenegativeimpactstoairquality, waterqualityand
supply, andinfrastructure.  
Weneedtodomoretoimproveourairquality, chieflybymakingchangesthat
resultinlessrelianceoncars. Locally, thiscanbeachievedby: (1) increased
availabilityanduseoftransitalternatives, includingbus, rail, bicycle, and
pedestrianpathways; and (2) townandcountyplanningthatfostersdenser,  
walkablecommunities, reducessprawl, andallowstheclusteringofdevelopment
inurbanbuffers. Theinstallationofozonemonitorscouldhelptrackairquality
moreaccurately.  
OrangeCountyshouldcontinuetosupporttheresponsibledeploymentofclean
andappropriately-sitedrenewableenergy.  
Reducingenergyuseisthefirststepinfightingclimatechange. OrangeCounty
hasmadegreatstridesinimprovingtheenergyefficiencyofthebuildingsunder
itsmanagement. Wecanbuildonthisprogressbyinvestingmoreinenergy
efficiencyprogramsforresidential, commercial, andothergovernmentbuildings.  

JanSassamanreviewedthefollowingairandenergyrecommendationsfromthe
secondpageofthereport:  

HighlightedRecommendationsfromthe
OrangeCountyStateoftheEnvironment2014
AirandEnergyResources
1. OrangeCountyshouldworkwithCarrboro, ChapelHill, andHillsboroughtoupdatethe

2005GreenhouseGasEmissionsInventoryandForecastforthecounty, andassessour
progresstowardtheemissions-reductiongoalsrecommendedinthe2005Greenhouse
GasEmissionsreport.  

2. OrangeCountyshouldcollaboratewithitscitizensandwithcivicorganizationsthatare
organizingforcleanenergypolicyatthelocal, state, federal, orinternationallevel.  

3. OrangeCountyshouldincentivizegreenbuildingtechniquesbyofferingreducedbuilding
permitfeesforcommercialandresidentialbuildingsthatachievedemonstrableenergy
savings.  

4. OrangeCountyshouldcontinuetoreducetheamountofsolidwastesenttolandfillsby
implementinga “pay-as-you-throw” systemandstoptruckingOrangeCountysolidwaste
totheDurhamtransferstation.  

LandResources
1. OrangeCountyshouldworkwithitspartnerstoprotectatleast12% ofcountylandareaby

2020, withfocusonNaturalHeritageAreas, anddevelopacomprehensive
conservationplanforanetworkofprotectedspacethroughoutthecounty.  



2. OrangeCountyshouldcontinueeducatingandassistingtheagriculturalcommunitywiththe
VoluntaryAgriculturalDistrictandPresentUseValueTaxationprograms.  

3. OrangeCountyshouldincreaseeffortstoencouragehomeownersandbusinessesto
chooseregionallynativespeciesforlandscaping.  

WaterResources
1. OrangeCountyshouldincreaseeffortstogatherinformationrelatedtowaterresourcesin

OrangeCounty; includingdataaboutsurfacewaterandgroundwaterquality, aswellas
concerninggroundwaterquantity. State-ledeffortsintheseareascontinuetodeclinedueto
budgetandstaffreductions.  

2. OrangeCountyshouldundertakeacampaigntoinformthepublicaboutinvasiveaquatic
species, includingtheircurrentextentinourwaterways, thelikelyramificationsofthe
occurrenceofthesespeciesinOrangeCounty, andwhatstepscanbeundertakentoslow
theirspreadoreliminatethemlocally.  

3. OrangeCountyshouldcontinuetoincreasepublicawarenessandunderstandingof
watersupplysources, relatedconcerns, andwhatstepscanbeundertakentoimprove
ormaintainthequalityandquantityofourwatersupplyresources.  

JanSassamansaidonethingthatcomesoutofthisreportistheimportanceofthinking
globallyandactinglocally.    

RichShawsaideachoftheaboverecommendationsisspelledoutthroughoutthe
report.  Hestafftriedtoincorporateanyreferencestothe2030comprehensiveplan, andthere
wasmoreemphasisonprovidinginformationregardingwhatcitizenscandotoaddressthe
issues.   

CommissionerGordonsaidtheCfEandstaffdidagreatjobpresentingthisreportat
thesummit.  ShesaidthequantityandqualityofOrangeCounty’ssurfacewaterandground
waterisacriticalissue, andshehopestheCountywilldowhatitcantomonitorthis.   Shesaid
surfacewaterandgroundwaterareimportantforlife.  

Shesaidonethingtodoaboutthefrackingissueistoeducatethepublicaboutthe
prosandconsandmakethemawareoftheoptions.    

CommissionerGordonsaidclimatechangeisaseriousissue, andsomethingneedsto
bedonesoon.  Shesaidthingscanbedonetothinkgloballyandactlocally.  

CommissionerGordonsaiditisimportanttoeducatepeopleaboutclimatechange. She
alsosaidOrangeCountyhasdonemanythingstobeproactiveintheareaofenergyefficiency
andconservation.  

CommissionerGordonreferredtotherecommendationspage, andshenotedthatthere
wasastudyaboutgreenhousegasemissionsthatshouldbecompleted.   

CommissionerGordonsaiditisimportanttoprotecttheCounty’snaturalandcultural
resources, andtheLandsLegacyProgramhasdoneagoodjobofthis.  

CommissionerGordonsaidthisisoverallawonderfulreport.   
CommissionerRichreferredtotherecommendationsonairandenergy, and

shesaidChapelHillhasupdatedsomeoftheirdataonthis.  Sheurgedstafftogetthis
information.  

CommissionerRichreferredtorecommendation #4andquestionedwhatthesolutionor
optionwouldbetothetruckingofsolidwastetoDurham.    

LorenHintzsaidthelastitemwillgointothatissueinmoredetail.  Hesaidtheshort
answerisforallentitiesthatsupportedthesolidwastegrouptocomeupwiththeideas.  He
saidthereisalotofsentimentthattheCountyhasaresponsibilitytobetterfigureoutwhatto



dowithitssolidwaste.  HesaidtheDurhamtransferstationshouldonlybeashortterm
solution, butthereisnolongtermanswer.   

CommissionerPelissiersaiditisgreattoseehowthesesummitsandreportsevolve
withthetimes.  Shereferredtorecommendation #2underairandenergyandthecollaboration
withcivicorganizations, andsheaskedforspecificsuggestionsforundertakingthis.   

CommissionerPelissierreferredtorecommendation #3ontheincentivesforgreen
buildingtechniques. Sheaskedifstaffisawareofotherplacesthathavedonethis
successfully.   

DavidNealsaidtherewillbediscussionofthislaterontheagenda.    
CommissionerPelissieraskediftherearethereanyprioritiesoftheCfEthattheBoard

ofCountyCommissionersshouldprioritizetoaddressfirst.  
JanSassamansaidwithregardtopriorities, hewouldliketotheCfEandtheBoardto

jointlycomeupwithpriorities.  
CommissionerMcKeesaidheisimpressedbythisreport, andhecommendedtheCfE

foranexcellentjob.   Hereferredtothefirstitemregardinglandresourcesandthe12percent
protectiongoal.  Heaskedifthisincludesfarmersinthevoluntaryagriculturaldistrictsandthe
conservationeasements.  Hesaid12percentoftheCountyisahugeportionofacreage, and
hewouldlikeanopportunitytodiscusswhythispercentagewaschosen.   

LorenHintzsaidthereport10yearsagosetthisnumberat10percent, andtheCounty
isalreadyat9percentprotectedatoneleveloranother.  Hesaidthisiswhy12percentwas
chosen.  Hesaidthereareanumberofwaystoprotecttheseareas.  Hesaidyouneedto
havecorridorsfromoneprotectedareatoanother, andmanyofthesecorridorsare
waterways.  Hesaidnoonehasthespecificsforreachingthisnumber, anditisjustadream
now.  

CommissionerMcKeesaiditisgoodtodream.  Hesaidtheeffortsofsoilconservation
personneltoeducatethefarmingcommunityhaveresultedinanexponentialincreaseinfarms
enrollinginthevoluntaryagriculturaldistrict.   

SteveNiezgodasaidthemapsheisreferringtoareshownonpages27and28.  
ChairJacobssaidhewouldliketoseerenewedsupportfortheLandsLegacyprogram

listedasacommongoal.  Hesaidhewouldhopethatthiswouldbepartofthebondpackage,  
andifso, thattheCfEwouldtaketheleadineducatingthepublicaboutwhyprotectedspace
andnaturalareasareimportantforOrangeCounty.  Hesaidtherehavebeennodecisionsyet
aboutwhatwouldbeontheproposedbond, andacommitteewillbeputtogethertodetermine
this.   

ChairJacobssaidClerktotheBoardDonnaBakerwasabletoprovideinformationon
pastbonds, whichshowedthatschoolsreceived59.2percentofthevote; thebondforparks,  
openspaceandrecreationalfacilitiesgot54.8percentofthevote; thebondforseniorcenters
got54.2percent; andaffordablehousinggot52.4percentofthevote.  Hesaidparksand
openspacesaretypicallythemostpopularbondsintheUnitedStates, andinOrangeCounty,  
schoolsarethemostpopularbonds, andparksandopenspacesaresecond.   

ChairJacobssaidalotofthethingstheCfEisreferringtoarebeingworkedonor
discussedbytheBoard.  Hesaidinterviewsareongoingforasustainabilitycoordinatorfor
OrangeCountygovernment, andthatpositionwillsystemicallyaddressalotoftheissuesthat
havebeenraised.  Hesaidsomeonehastotakealeadershiprole, andheispleasedthatthe
CfEissodedicated.  

CommissionerDorosinsaidthereportisoutstanding, buthewouldchallengeeveryone
totakeabroaderviewofwhatenvironmentalismisasitrelatestotheimpactonsocialjustice
issues.  Hesaidthesethingsareinterrelated, andhewouldpushforthemtolookatthe
impactsoftheseissuesonvulnerablelowwealthcommunities.  Hesaidthefloodingthat
occurredlastyearhadacleardisparateimpactonthemostvulnerablepeopleinthe



community.  Hesaiditwouldbeinterestingtotakethegroundwatercontaminationmapsand
overlaybasiccensusdataonwhetherthesecontaminatedareasareconcentratedinlow
wealthareas.   

CommissionerDorosinsaidthisisastrongcommittee, andtheyprovidearealresource
tohelptheBoardputtogetherthedifferentprioritiesoftheCounty.  Hesaidhewouldliketo
lookattheseissuesthroughthelensesofequityandsocialjustice.  Hesaidoneofthe
elementsthatisnotonlististhefactthattransportationhubsshouldbeinandaround
communitiesthathaveaffordablehousing.  Hesaiditisalsoimportanttolookatwhether
conservationlandisdistributedequitablythroughouttheCountysothateveryonehas
reasonableaccesstoenjoytheseareas.    

JanSassamansaidthesearegoodcomments.  Hesaidoneofthebenefitsofthis
reportisthatitiselectronic, anditcanbeupdatedasneeded.   

CommissionerPricesaidthisisagreatreport, andsherecognizedCommissioner
Gordonforhercontribution.  

CommissionerGordonsaidtheCfEshouldbeapartofthebonddiscussionandshould
lendtheirsupporttotheLandsLegacyprogram.   

2. OrangeCountyEnvironmentalSummit - October11 (Attachment2)  
Thisdiscussionwascombinedwithitem1above.   

3. IncentivesforEnergyEfficientConstructionandRenovation (Attachment3)  
DavidNealsaidthiswasaproposalthatcameupin2012andwasbroughttothe

BoardofCommissionersandthePlanningBoard.  HesaidthiswasdroppedatthePlanning
Boardlevel.   HesaidthisisallowedbyN.C. statute.  

DavidNealreviewedthefollowinginformationfromtheabstract:  

TheOrangeCountyCommissionfortheEnvironment (“CFE”) invitedtheOrangeCounty
PlanningBoardtoconsideraLowEnergyConstructionPermittingIncentiveordinancein2012.  
N. C. Gen. Stat.§ 153A-340allowscountiestocharge “reducedbuildingpermitfeesorprovide
partialrebatesofbuildingpermitfeesforbuildings” thatmeetorexceedrecognizedenergy
efficientdesignandconstructionprincipals. MembersofCFEareavailabletoworkwiththe
PlanningBoardandcountystafftoreviewsimilarordinancesenactedpursuanttothisstatute
forexample, fromCatawbaCounty) andfromaroundthecountry, thentodraftanordinance
forconsiderationbytheOrangeCountyBoardofCommissioners.  

Neitherthecurrentlevelofcarbonintheatmospherenorprojectedincreasesingreenhouse
gasemissionsaresustainable. Costlyandpotentiallyirreversibleadverseclimateeffectsare
likelyunlessmitigationmeasures – suchasincreasedenergyefficiencyinvestmentsand
decreasedfossilfuelconsumption – aretakeninthenearfuture. InOrangeCounty, wecannot
waitforpolicychangesatthestateandfederalleveltoencourageincreasedenergyefficiency.  
Stepstakennowtoimproveefficiencyanddecreaseoreliminateourrelianceonfossilfuelsfor
energyproductionwillhelplock-inreducedenergyuseforyearstocome.  

Since2003, OrangeCountyhasbeenamemberofLocalGovernmentsforSustainability, an
internationalmembershipassociationcommittedtoasustainablefuture. Creatingincentives
forenergyefficiencyinconstructionisconsistentwithOrangeCounty’scommitmenttoa
sustainablefuture. The2005GreenhouseGasInventoryrevealedthatnearlyfiftypercentof
greenhousegasemissionsinOrangeCountycomefromresidentialandcommercialbuildings
consistentwithnationaldata1). OrangeCounty, ChapelHill, andCarrboro, inconjunctionwith



Hillsborough, arecurrentlyworkingonarevisedinventoryofgreenhousegasemissionsand
attemptingtoidentifyreductionmeasures.  

MakinguseoftheauthoritygrantedbytheGeneralAssemblytoincentivizeenergyefficient
constructionisastraightforwardwaytoreducegreenhousegasemissionsatthecountylevel
forthelongterm.  

CFEwouldliketoexplorecraftinganincentiveprogramthatwouldbeattractivetolower- 
incomeresidents, forwhomsavingsonutilitybillswouldprovideaparticularlyimportant
benefit.  
Togiveanexampleofhowsuchanenergyefficientconstructionincentivemightfunction,  
belowisasummaryoftheCatawbaCountyincentivesenactedpursuanttoN. C. Gen.  
Stat.§153A-340:  

CatawbaCountyisprovidingincentivestoencouragetheconstructionofsustainablybuilt
homesandcommercialbuildings. Rebatesonpermitfeesandplanreviewsareavailable
forcertainqualifyingstructuresandrenewableenergyprojects. Buildingsdesignedand
constructedinaccordancewiththeUSGreenBuildingCouncil'sLeadershipinEnergyand
EnvironmentalDesign (LEED), NCHealthyBuiltHomes, EnergyStar, ortheNational
AssociationofHomeBuilders' ModelGreenHomeBuildingGuidelinescanreceivea25%  
blanketpermitfeerebate, nottoexceed $500. CatawbaCountywillalsorebate50% offees
relatedtoplanrevieworexpressplanreviewforcommercialbuildingsseekingLEED
certification.  

Additionally, existingoneandtwofamilyhomesandcommercialbuildingscanreceivea50%  
rebateonthepermittingfeesassociatedwiththeinstallationofgeothermalheatpumps,  
photovoltaic (PV) systems, solarwaterheatingsystems, andgray/rainwatercollectionfor
flushingfixtures.  

Regularfeesmustbepaidinfullattimeofplanrevieworpermitissuance. Feerebateswillbe
refundeduponprojectcompletionandcertificationbythirdpartyinspectionagency.2
Rebatesorreducedfeesforefficientconstructioncouldbestructuredonaslidingscale, with
zeroenergyconstructionreceivingthemostrobustincentives. Giventhecurrentlevelof
permittingfees, rebatesorreductionsinOrangeCountycouldbedesignedherethatcould
provideasubstantialincentiveforefficientconstruction.  

TheCFElooksforwardtoworkingwiththePlanningBoardoncraftinganefficiencyincentive
programforconsiderationbytheOrangeCountyBoardofCommissioners. Wewould
appreciatetheopportunitytohavethisitemincludedonanupcomingagendaandtoworkwith
youoncompletingadraftproposalinthenextfewmonths.  

DavidNealsaidthisprogramisalsoinCatawbaCounty, andheishappytocontact
themtoseeifthereisenoughdatatoshowifthishasbeeneffective.  Hedoesnotknowwhat
budgetaryimplicationsthiswouldhavehadfortheplanningdepartment.  Hesaidotherwiseit
wouldnotbehardtowriteamodelordinanceforhowasystemlikethiswouldwork.   

HesaidanotherrecommendationistheideaofpartneringwithDukeEnergyand
PiedmontElectrictocreateaffordableon-billfinancingoptionsforenergyefficientupgrades.   
Hesaidthismightbeappealingforlowerincomeindividuals.  HesaidtheUSDArolledouta
programthisyearthatallowsruralelectriccoopstodoon-billfinancingprograms.  Hesaidif
PiedmontElectriccouldbeencouragedtotakeadvantageofthis, itwouldbeagreatwayto



bringsomemoneyintotheCountytodoenergyefficiencyworkinawaythatreacheslow
incomeindividuals.  Hesaidthisinformationislistedinthebulletpointsonpage12ofthe
report.  

CommissionerRichsaidtheWiseprograminChapelHillwasofferedtoeveryone, but
itwasspecificallytargetedtoolderhomesandlowerincomeresidents, asthisiswherethe
programwouldmakethemostimpact.  Shewondersifthereisdatatherethatcouldbe
shared.  Shethinksthisisagreatidea, butitneedstobeworkedintothebudgetingsomehow.     

ChairJacobssuggestedtalkingtoCatawbaCounty.  Hesaidthereisinterestamong
theBoardofCountyCommissionersingettingmoreinformation.  Hesaidhehasraisedthe
ideaofincentivesinthepastforbusinessthatwanttobecomemoreenergyefficient.  Hesaid
itwouldbegoodtohaveacomprehensivevisionofwherethiscouldbetakenandwhatis
legalinN.C.  Hesaidinformationshouldbebroughtbackthatincludesthebudgetimplications
forincludingthis, startingit, seedingit, andfundingitinatimelymanner, whichwouldbe
March.   

ChairJacobssaidhethinksPiedmontElectricwouldbereceptivetothis, anditisjusta
matterofgettingtheirattention.    

DavidNealsaidiftherewassomeoneattheCountylevelwhocouldtalktosomeonein
management, itwouldbehelpful.    

4. PromotingEnergyConservationandGreaterUseofRenewableEnergySources
e.g., SolarizeOrange, Geothermal, Biogas, Biodiesel, Wood) (Attachment4)  

LorenHintzsaidattachment4referstoSolarizeOrange.  Hesaidthebiggestthingin
thenewsrightnowissolarenergy.  Hesaidforprivatehomeownerswhohaveenough
incometobeabletouseataxdeduction, solarizingcanwork.   

HesaidthereareotheroptionsthattheCountycanhelpfacilitate.  Hesaidgeothermal
isagoodinvestmentforheatingandcoolingahome, butitisalargeinvestment.  Hesaidone
questioniswhetherthepermittingprocessandfeesshouldbethesameforgeothermalwells
asforregularwells.   

LorenHintzsaidamemowassentseveralyearsagoregardingtherulesand
regulationsrelatedtosolarpanels.  Hesaidthosetypesofregulationsaresomethingthatthe
Commissionersmightlookat.    

ChairJacobssaidtheCountyhasgeothermalwellsattheJusticeFacilityandtheLink
GovernmentServicesCenter.  HesaidAssetManagementServicesislookingatsolar
applicationsforCountyfacilities.  Hesaidtherehasnotbeenmuchtalkaboutincentivizing
individuals, butthereisnoreasonthiscan’tbedone.    

LorenHintzsaidOrangeCountygovernmenthasbeendoingalotandhaspoliciesin
place.  

CommissionerMcKeesaiditisgoingtobecriticaltobuildinaneducationalcomponent
foralloftheseconcepts.   

CommissionerRichsaidsomeofthefederalincentivesforsolarhomesaregetting
readytorunout.  Shesaidsomethingneedstobedonequickly.    

LorenHintzsaidtherearealsostateincentivesforgeothermal, althoughhebelieves
thatthesearerunningoutin2015aswell.   

JeanetteO’Connersaiditisfrustratingtoknowthatthelowerincomeresidentscould
benefitthemostfromtheseenergyalternatives.  ShesaiditwouldbebeneficialiftheCounty
couldfindwaystoeducateandfrompartnershipstohelpwiththis.   

ChairJacobssaidCooperativeExtensionwillprovidefreeenergyefficientlightbulbs,  
butmanypeopledon’tknowaboutthis.   Hesaidifthisgetstoabondpackageitwouldbea



goodopportunitytoaddressthenon-profitaffordablehousingentitiesintheCountyandlobby
forthenextgenerationofenergyefficiency.      

CommissionerPriceaskedifSolarizeOrangeCountyismodeledaftertheprogramin
Durham.   

DavidNealsaiditisalittledifferent, andtheDurhamprogramwasaneighborto
neighborprogramforimplementingenergyefficienciesinthehome.   

CommissionerPricesaidthiswasagoodprogramwhereneighborswerehelpingeach
other, andexpertsweredoingauditsofthehomes.   

5. SolidWasteIssues
CFEInterestintheDirectiontheCountyWillGoInHandlingSolidWaste; Support
ofthe ‘NewSolidWasteAdvisoryGroup (SWAG)  
JanSassamansaidwhentheSolidWasteAdvisoryBoard (SWAB) phasedouta

coupleofyearsago, alotofthesolidwasteissuescamebeforetheCfE, andthegroupbegan
tomakesomerecommendations.   

Hesaidatthispoint, giventhechangesthathavehappenedandtheformationofthe
SolidWasteAdvisoryGroup (SWAG), theCfEhasaninterestinunderstandingwhatthe
BoardisthinkingandhowtheCfEcanassistthem.  Hesuggestedthatacoupleofthe
CommissionerscouldattendthenextCfEmeetingtodiscussthis.   

ChairJacobssuggestedthatCommissionerRichcouldgiveanupdateonwherethe
SWAGstands.   

CommissionerRichsaidthegrouphasmetseveraltimes, andtheyarestillworkingon
aninterlocalagreement.  Shesaidotherissueswillbeprioritizedaftertheinterlocalagreement
iscompleted.  Shesaidithasbeenaverydetailedprocess, andtherewillbesomediscussion
offinancesatthenextmeeting.  ShesaidUNCandUNCHospitalsareatthetableandseem
interestedinpartneringwiththem.  

ChairJacobsnotedthatareportwillbegivenattheAssemblyofGovernmentsmeeting
thonNovember14.   

CFEInterestinDivertingMoreFoodWastefromtheSolidWasteStreamThrough
Composting (Attachment5)  
MayBeckersaidtheCfEAirandEnergyCommitteehasputtogetheraresolution

regardingdiversionofsolidwastefoodwastefromthelandfill, andtheywouldliketheBoardof
CountyCommissionerstoconsideradoptingthis.  Shesaidtheresolutionspecifically
addressescommercialfoodwaste.  

SheaskedtheBoardofCountyCommissionerstoaskthesolidwastedepartmentto
expandtheircommercialcollectionoforganicfoodwaste.  Shesaidalotofthewasteisbeing
truckedaway, butalotofthematerialisorganicandcanbere-usedandtreatedsothatitdoes
notoccupymorespace.  Shesaidthisorganicwastecouldbetakenawayfromlandfillandbe
composted.  Shesaidtherehasnotbeenalotofcontroversyaroundthis, andsheaskedthe
Boardtoadoptthisresolution.   

ChairJacobssaidoncetheCountygetspasttherecyclingprogramdiscussionthereis
aninterestindiscussingthisintheirworkgroup.  Hesaidthisisoneofthelowlyingfruitsin
solidwaste, andhehopestheadvisorygroupwilltacklethis.  Hesaiditisabreakthroughto
havetheuniversitypartnersatthetable.   

CommissionerPricesaidthisgetsbacktotheissueofeducationandawareness.  She
saidmanycommercialestablishmentsarealreadyusingvendorstocollecttheirfoodwaste,  
andthisneedstobepublicizedmore.  Shesaidthismightmakeotherfarmersmoreinterested
inmovingthisalong.   



ChairJacobssaidthechancellorisveryinterestedintheideaofbeingazerowaste
university.    

CommissionerRichaskedifanyoneinthisgroupattendedthefoodcouncilmeeting.   
Shesaidifnot, someonemaywanttocontactthemaboutparticipationontheproposedad
hoccommittee.  .  

JanSassamanexpressedappreciationtotheBoardonbehalfoftheCfEfortheir
willingnesstolistenandprovideinput.   

ChairJacobssaidalotofengagingthingshavebeendiscussed, andhehopesthe
Boardcanfollowthroughonthethingsthathavebeenbroughtforward.   

Themeetingwasadjournedat6:56p.m.  

BarryJacobs, Chair

DonnaBaker, ClerktotheBoard


