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WASHINGTON, D.C. -- Supporting the Obama Administration’s goal to reduce 
carbon emissions and protect the environment, the Energy Department is pursuing 
a suite of initiatives to strengthen federal energy management through increased 
focus on measurement of energy use in federal buildings and energy efficient 
building design. Principal among the efforts is the Department’s issuance of a final 
rule that requires verified energy and water performance for new and retrofitted 
federal buildings that are certified by private sector green building certification 
systems.

The rule, which goes into effect Nov. 13, ensures that in cases where agencies 
choose to use green building certification systems to meet federal sustainability 
and energy standards, they must choose a system that verifies enhanced energy 
and water efficiency. By requiring re-assessments at least every four years, the 
rule will ensure energy and water savings continue well beyond the initial building 
opening or retrofit. System requirements for the verification of energy and water 
performance in new construction and major renovations will lead to reduced 
consumption through active energy and water management.

The considered use of green building rating systems advances federal high 
performance buildings by focusing on modernized, integrated building systems 
that minimize inefficiencies and waste and enhance cost-saving benefits. DOE will 
provide a webinar discussing the rule’s requirements in November.

To further the Department’s sustainability and energy savings efforts, the Federal 
Energy Management Program recently updated its Federal Building Energy Use 
Benchmarking Guidance, which designates the Environmental Protection Agency’s 
ENERGY STAR Portfolio Manager as the sole benchmarking tool for federal 
agencies. Complementing energy measurement efforts, the Department will soon 
release guidance for federal building metering that will help agencies prioritize 
buildings for metering as they undertake efforts to measure energy and water 
consumption to meet federal energy and water reduction goals. Together, these 
efforts will bring increased focus to verification of energy performance and 
management in federal buildings.

Finally, the Energy Department issued a supplemental notice of proposed 
rulemaking seeking additional public comment on its proposed rule to phase in 
designs of new federal buildings and major renovations that significantly reduce 
consumption of non-renewable energy commodities.

The Department's Office of Energy Efficiency and Renewable Energy accelerates 
development and facilitates deployment of energy efficiency and renewable energy 

Page 1 of 2Department Issues Green Building Certification System Final Rule - Sustainability: Devel...

10/16/2014http://www.sustainablecitynetwork.com/topic_channels/development/article_f4a7b098-5...



technologies and market-based solutions that strengthen U.S. energy security, 
environmental quality, and economic vitality.

SOURCE: U.S. Department of Energy
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