State seeks more mformatlon about

- UNC ammal research Wastewater plan |
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The letter from environmental engineer
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CHAPEL HILL Neighbots of UNC'’s ani-
~mal research facility in riiral Orange Coun-
ty will get much of the information they
want after the state asked the university for
more details about its wastewater. ‘

UNC is seeking state ap-

proval to modify and resume
using its wastewater treat-

_ of Carrboro that currently
house about 150 dogs used

I.uwman

_er blood disorders.

Adjustment denied neighbors’ request for a

 public hearing on a new permit when it de-
termined the university’s plans fell outside

the county’s jurisdiction and required only
state approval.

InaDec. 6 letter, however the state Divi-
sion of Water Quality asked the university
for much more information about its plans.
. The state wants to know what pollutants
- are in the wastewater, the effectiveness of
. proposed treatment of any carcinogens and
isotopes, and a list of surfactants (deter-
.gents) used in washing down cages and
throughout the fauhty :

_ed wastewater.

said. “We want to address the public’s con-
cern and get the 1nformat10n on the rec-
. ment system at the Bingham ord”

Facility, three buildings west

 to study hemophilia and oth-

Nathaniel Thornburg also asks UNC to re-
consider how much wastewater it expects
to generate and possibly scale back the irri-
gationfield whereit plans to spray the treat-‘k

“It’s more than what we would usually
ask an applicant to provide,” Thornburg

The state S request espec1ally 1ts sugges—
tion that UNC consider downs1zmg its

spray field, addresses nelghbors ‘major
fear. They worry that a bigger field, plus the
_university’s purchase of three nearby prop-
Last month the Orange County Board of

erties, signals plans for a bigger facility.
 Assoetate Vice Chancellor Bob Lowman,
however, has stressed that the university
has ro plans to expand at Bingham.
“We are very pleased,” said Laura Streit-

feld; director of the grass-roots watchdog

group Preserve Rural Orange. /I consider it

- great progress and a victory for all of the

neighbors who expressed the concerns. I
think it’s terrific.”
The state has given UNC 2 Jan 5 dead-

hne to respond but says the un1vers1ty can

request an extension.
The university has been spendmg about.

- $3,500 a month pumping and hauling the

Bingham Facility’s waste to the Orange
Water and Sewer Authority treatment
plant since it shut its system down two and ~

half years ago, Lowman said.

A three- month delay could eost ahout
' $10 000 o e -
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