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Food waste is source
of carbon neutral fuel
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, Food waste is an untapped resourcez ~
‘with great potentlal for generatmg‘ '

. _energy.
A third of all food produced around
thé world gets discarded uneaten—and

. environmentalists, energy analysts
' and entrepreneurs are beginning to
 take notice. Diverting even just a por-
tion of this waste to so-called waste-to-

energy systems could free up large

amotunts of landfill space while power-

ing our vehicles and heating our
homes, and thus putting a significant
~_dentin our collective carbon footprint.

 Perhaps that's why WTE is one of the

 fastest-growing segments of the

- world’s qulckly d1vers1fyfng energy
sector.

~ There are some 800 mdustrlal-scale

thousands of smaller systems at mdl-
vidual sites.

Most employ anaeroblc dlgesters

, which make use of rmcroorgamsms to

break down and convert organic waste

__into a fuel such as biogas, biodiesel or

~ waste around the world still going into
. landfills, there is a lot of potential feed-

drilling, frackmg or mining, and it
_ doesn’t rely on scarce and politically
charged resources like oil,” reports

ms.
om small slaughter-
hous k dalry farms and cof-

e shops can power hundreds of typ-
ilcal homes each day 1f the mfrastruc—

gy gkl

WTE plants in more than three dozen
countries around the world, and likely

L _ethanol. With some 70 percent offood *
, stpck to ke%p th1s envn'onmentally

gy”doesn t mvolve
‘ of this potential
‘percent of the world’s food waste into

RWL Water Group, an international
‘company that mstalls"water, wastewa-

Nose « Obsennr F-2-(3

«Tension Farm Energy -
Anaerobic digestion goeson in

waste-to-energy tanksin Fennvall‘e,“ 0

Miss. WTE systems could free
Iandflll space and provnde energy

ture is in place to sort collect and pro—
cess the organic material. l
Navigant Research, which produced

i'the 2012 report “Waste-to-Energy

Technology Markets,” which analyzes

- WIE’s global market opportunity, ex-

pects WIE to grow from its current

market size of $6.2 billion to $29 2bi- |

lion by 2022, ‘
“With many countries facmg dra-

matic populatlon growth, rapid urban-
ization, rising levels of affluence and

resource scarcity, waste-to-edergy is
re-establishing itself as an attractive
technology option to promote lowecar-

bon growth in the crowded renewable
energy landscape,” says Nav1gants

‘Mackinnon Lawrence. “China is alrea-

dy in the midst of scahng up capacity,
and growth there is expected to shift

ce  the center of the WTE universe away
from Europe to Asia Pacific.”

. “We're barely scratching the surface
~ dumping over 70

landfills, rather than harnessing it for
fuel and electricity,” RWL reports.

“Over the next 25 years, global energy |
“demand will grow by 50 percent, while

global oil supply dwindles at a rapid
pace. Waste-to-energy is an obvious

solution to meet the world’s burgeon- '

ing energy demand.”




