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COUNTY EXPANDS RURAL CURBSIDE RECYCLING 

  
  

  

Letters will be mailed the week of January 22 to 
residents in the unincorporated portion of Orange 
County who do not currently receive curbside 
recycling.  The letter will explain the implementation 
process, and will also include a very important return 
postage- paid postcard with the choice of “One Cart,” 
“Two orange bins” or “Neither.”  
  

Residents are asked to return the postcard no later 
than Monday, February 22, with their choice 
indicated on the card.  
  

If you live in the unincorporated portion of Orange 
County where curbside service is not yet available 
and you did not receive a letter, or you would prefer 
to sign up on-line, you can visit the “Rural Expansion 

Web page” and fill out the on-line form there.       
If you are not sure if you are in the expansion area, there is a list of streets and a map 
of the expansion area on that same page.   

  

Residents can also contact the Orange County Solid Waste Management Office by 
calling 919.968.2788 or email recycling@orangecountync.gov to request a cart or 
bins. Read More 
  

__________________________________________________ 

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fsolid_waste_management%2Frural_curbside_expansion.php
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fsolid_waste_management%2Frural_curbside_expansion.php
mailto:recycling@orangecountync.gov
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fnews_detail_T4_R496.php


 
  
  
  

COUNTY MANAGER HOSTS EMPLOYEE INFORMATION SESSIONS   
  

These sessions will be an opportunity for employees ask 
questions and discuss issues with the County Manager.  
  

The session locations and times were selected based on the 
ability to accommodate the most employees. The locations are 
not specific to departments, therefore county employees are 
welcome to attend the session that best meets their schedule.   
  

"If you have questions, please do not hesitate to contact me. As 
your county manager, I am looking forward to meeting with you to 
discuss the important issues in Orange County."  
  

For the schedule of meeting dates and locations click here 
  

__________________________________________________  

KEEP PETS AND ANIMALS WARM THIS WINTER 

  
  

Orange County Animal Services reminds 
citizens to protect pets as cold temperatures 
spread through the county and region.   
  

The most important thing that pet owners can 
do to keep their pets safe is to keep them 
indoors as temperatures drop.  Temperatures 
in Orange County are reported to dip well 
below freezing this week, with night time 
temperatures reaching dangerous levels for 
pets and people alike.  
  

It is a common misbelief that dogs and cats are more resistant than people to cold 
weather because of their fur, but that is untrue.  Like people, different pets have 
various levels of tolerance to cold weather, but even long and thick-haired pets are at 
risk to frost-bite, hypothermia, and even death when temperatures reach certain 
levels.   
  

Very young and old pets, and those with diabetes, heart disease, kidney disease, or 
hormonal imbalances (such as Cushing’s or Addison’s disease) may have a harder 
time regulating body temperatures and be more susceptible to problems in extreme 
weather.  No matter what the temperature is, wind chill is a serious threat to pets that 
spend time outdoors.  Exposed skin on noses, ears, and paw pads can quickly freeze 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fintranet.co.orange.nc.us%2Fdocuments%2FCM2016-WinterEmployeeInformationSessions.docx


and cause permanent damage to a pet. 
  

For livestock and other animals that cannot be taken indoors during cold temperatures, 
protection from wind, rain, and cold must be provided.  Dogs should have a dry, draft-
free shelter that is large enough to allow the dog to sit and lie down comfortably, but 
small enough to hold in his or her body heat. Read More  
  

__________________________________________________ 
  

 
  

ORANGE COUNTY TO RECOGNIZE DIRECT CARE WORKERS 

  
  

Orange County Department on Aging and the Senior Health Advocacy and Resource 
Partners of Orange County (SHARP) to host the second annual SHARP Awards in 
May. 
  

This event is in honor of Direct Care Workers (nurse aides, personal care aides, 
companion caregivers, etc.) who affect their clients’ lives on a daily basis and make a 
difference in the Orange County community. 
  

In recognition of the outstanding service provided by direct care workers, the 
Department on Aging and SHARP will present awards in the following categories: 
Client Impact, Longevity, Leadership, Going the Extra Mile, and Rising Star. One 
person will be chosen as the “Direct Care Worker of the Year.” Read More 
  
  

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fnews_detail_T4_R498.php
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__________________________________________________ 



  

COUNTY VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES  
  

  

One major way citizens can have a positive impact on the future 
of Orange County is to volunteer to serve on the various advisory 
boards and commissions.    
  
The Board of County Commissioners appoints representatives to 
fill three positions on the CHAPEL HILL BOARD OF 
ADJUSTMENT.  Currently there are two openings.  These 
individuals represent and must reside in the Joint Planning Area 
(JPA) or the Extraterritorial Jurisdiction (ETJ) of Chapel Hill.    

  

The Chapel Hill Board of Adjustment, through the process of appeal and review may 
determine that variances to the zoning regulations of the Town be permitted.  It may 
also reverse any order, requirement, decision, or determination of the administrative 
official charged with enforcement of the Land Use Management Ordinance.  It may 
serve as an appeals board for other matters assigned to it under the Town Code of 
Ordinances.    
  

The Chapel Hill Board of Adjustment has been granted the power to act independently 
of the Town Council in most instances but on occasions serves in an advisory capacity 
to the Council.  
  

If interested, apply online or call Thom Freeman at 919.245.2125. 
__________________________________________________  

ANNUAL PLANT SALE UNDERWAY 

  

 
  

The Orange Soil & Water Conservation District is hosting its annual plant sale. This 
year four varieties of blueberry plants in one gallon pots are available for $9.00.  
  

Proceeds from the sale are used to support environmental education programs in 
Orange County.  
  

For more information, please click here.   
  

__________________________________________________  
  

POLICY CHANGES FOR FOOD & NUTRITION SERVICES  

Attend an Information Session 

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fboards
http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fdepartments%2Fdeapr%2Fsoil_and_water_conservation_district%2Findex.php


  

The Orange County Department of Social Services is announcing 
policy changes as of January 1, 2016, for Food and Nutrition 
Services (FNS) recipients. 
  

Four information sessions will be held to explain the new policy, 
discuss ways to meet the work requirements, and answer 
questions about the policy changes.   
  

Clients who are considered Able-Bodied Adults without 
Dependent Children (ABAWDs) will be required to participate in 
20 hours a week of qualifying activities in order to continue to 

receive FNS.  Those who do not participate 20 hours a week, will be unable to receive 
FNS benefits for up to 36 months. 
  

An ABAWD is someone who is between 18 and 49 years of age, who is able to work, 
and who does not live with child/children under the age of 18 who is/are included in the 
FNS case.  Qualifying activities will be paid employment, verified volunteer work, 
qualifying work experience placements, and/or work-related training 
opportunities. Read More 

  

__________________________________________________ 

 VITAMIN O - RESIDENT PROFILES  
  

  
Orange County is a remarkable place.  We have 
everything: rolling hills and cow- dotted pastures, a 
cutting-edge arts and music scene, and some of 
the best food and nicest people you’re going to get 
anywhere in the country. 
  

Residents of Orange County are from all walks of 
life and to better showcase what makes our County 
so special, we’ve created a new website feature 
that turns the spotlight on some of our colorful 

residents. Pictured here is Max Stein-Seroussi. Click here to meet Max and our other 
residents. 
  
  
  

 
  

  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fnews_detail_T4_R484.php
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REGISTER NOW FOR SPRING TRAINING: CERT PROGRAM 

  

Orange County Emergency Services reminds residents the next disaster cannot be 
predicted, but being prepared is the key!  
  

All neighborhoods should be ready. Emergency Services is hosting a comprehensive 
Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Basic Training Course.  The nine 
week training will take place on Tuesdays from 6:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m., beginning on 
MARCH 1, 2016. The registration deadline is February 26, 2016. 
  

The course is offered free of charge, and course materials will be provided.  The 
training will be held at the Orange County Emergency Services office located at 510 
Meadowlands Drive in Hillsborough. All residents are encouraged to participate, but 
those younger than 18-years-old, must obtain parental or guardian permission to 
attend this important and valuable training. Read More 

__________________________________________________ 
  

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.orangecountync.gov%2Fnews_detail_T4_R489.php


 
  

__________________________________________________ 



  
  

 FREE TAX FILING SERVICES - ORANGE & CHATHAM COUNTIES  
  

Orange County will once again sponsor the IRS 
VITA (Volunteer Income Tax Assistance) tax 
preparation program. The VITA service is available 
Monday - Saturday at several sites in Orange and 
Chatham counties. 
  

This FREE service provides completion of federal 
and state tax returns with electronic filing. 
Individuals with low to moderate income, who 
cannot afford a paid preparer and/or find tax laws 
confusing, are encouraged to use VITA. Clients are 
not restricted by age or county residency, but must 
meet eligibility guidelines. 
  

Beginning on Friday, January 18, either call one of the numbers below or go 
online  www.orangecountync.gov/departments/aging/tax_assistance.php for specific 
dates, locations, eligibility requirements, what to bring, walk in information, and 
schedule appointments. Read More 

__________________________________________________ 
  

NCDOT TO REPLACE BRIDGE ON ST. MARY'S ROAD 

  

N.C. Department of Transportation contractors plan to replace the bridge carrying  
St. Mary’s Road over Buckwater Creek, between Stagg Road and Pleasant Green 
Road near Hillsborough. 
  

Work will begin at 7;00 a.m. on Wednesday, January 27. The new bridge should be 
open by May 2016. 
 

Motorists will navigate around the work using an offsite detour using New Sharon 
Church Road and Schley Road. 
 
The St. Mary’s Road Bridge project is part of the department’s overall bridge program 
to improve the condition of the state’s bridges. Built in 1953, the existing bridge is 
functionally obsolete and no longer meets the demands of the traffic using it. 
 
NCDOT reminds motorists to watch signs for construction information, stay alert and 
obey the posted speed limit. 
 
For real-time travel information, visit the Traveler Services section of NCDOT.gov or 
follow NCDOT on Twitter 
  

__________________________________________________  
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FREE RADON KITS AVAILABLE  

  

January is National Radon Action Month. The Orange County Health Department is 
doing its part to help people Test, Fix, and Breathe by partnering with the North 
Carolina Radon Program to provide free radon testing kits.  
  

The kits are available to county residents, while supplies last. As it only takes one kit to 
determine the presence of radon, only one kit per household will be given. 
  

The free kits are available at the Orange County Health Department’s Environmental 
Health Office located at 131 W. Margaret Lane, Suite 100 in Hillsborough. Free kits 
can also be ordered directly from the North Carolina Radon Program, please 
visit www.ncradon.org  
  

 __________________________________________________  
  
  

SAVE THE DATE: 18TH ANNUAL AGRICULTURAL SUMMIT 

  

 
  

The Orange County Agricultural Summit has become an example of strong 
partnerships within the agriculture industry. The success of the summit has always 
been a by-product of side by side collaboration among Orange County elected officials, 

http://click.icptrack.com/icp/relay.php?r=1057405683&msgid=4906155&act=NSM2&c=5752&destination=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.ncradon.org%2FHome.html


agriculture industry leaders, university research, teaching and extension. 
  

The theme of this year' s summit is, "Growing Family Farms: Tools for Success." 
  

Presentation Topics 

NCSU-NCDA Food Processing and Initiatives  
Orange County Initiatives  
Production Tools and Trends  
Food Systems  
Specialty Crops 

Rules and Trends 
  

The summit will take place on February 29, from 9:00 a.m. – 4:30 p.m. at the  
Whitted Building, 300 W. Tryon Street in Hillsborough. 
  

Free - refreshments and lunch will be provided and a networking social will follow 
directly afterwards. 
  

For more information or to register, please call Kay Evans at Orange County 
Cooperative Extension at 919.245.2059. 

  

__________________________________________________ 
  
 

 

 
  
  

CHECK OUT THE LIBRARY HAPPENINGS 

  

All the World's a Puppet Stage | Thursday, January 28, 6:30-7:30 p.m.  
Make your own puppet theater and stick puppets in this interactive family program. All 
materials provided. Best for ages 3 and older.  Register by calling 919.245.2532. 
  

Basic Computer Classes at the Cybrary in Downtown Carrboro 

Presented in partnership with the UNC University Libraries, the Community Workshop 
Series provides free introductory computer classes to the community. All computer 
classes are free and open to the public, but please pre-register as space is 
limited.  Register in person at the Cybrary or call 919.918.7387. 
  

Computer Basics | January 23, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
For anyone just beginning to learn how to use a computer. We will briefly go over the 
physical computer parts, how to turn the computer on and off, the desktop, the Start 
menu, and how Microsoft Windows work. We will also spend time learning how to use 



the mouse. No previous experience with computers necessary! 
  

Internet Basics | January 30, 10:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m. 
For new computer users who would like to learn how to use the Internet. Learn how to 
open a Web browser, navigate different sites, and search the Web using a search 
engine. If you are uncomfortable using a mouse, we recommend that you take the 
Computer Basics class first. 

  

__________________________________________________ 
  

Solarize the Triangle Information Sessions 

Saturday, January 23  
10:00 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. 
Chapel Hill Public Library 
100 Library Drive in Chapel Hill 
  

Solarize the Triangle is a grassroots campaign that 
makes it easy and affordable to switch to clean, 
independent solar power. Enroll for a free solar 

assessment at www.solarize-nc.org 
  
  

Lunar New Year Celebration 

Thursday, February 4  
2:30 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 
Seymour Center in Chapel Hill Details 
  
  

Orange County 2017 Revaluation 

Learn all about the process by watching a series of On-Demand Videos  
  
  

Soil and Water Conservation 

Annual Environmental Contest  
Grades 3 - 8 Details 
  
  

Recreation Program Guides  
The 2016 January - April program guide is now available. To view all winter and early 
spring classes, leagues, and special events Click Here 
  

  

Stay Connected 

Encourage others to stay connected with Orange County by subscribing to the News 

list, click here to join the mailing list or follow us on Facebook and like us 

on Twitter and watch us on YouTube. Look for our monthly newspaper ads in the 
News of Orange and Chapel Hill News.  
  

For more information, please contact the Public Affairs Office at 919.245.2302. 
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