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ORANGE COUNTY BOARD OF HEALTH 
AGENDA ITEM SUMMARY 

 
Meeting Date:   October 22, 2014  
 
Agenda Item Subject:   Orange Unified Transportation Board 

(OUTBoard) Seat Request 
 
Attachment(s):  None  
  
Staff or Board Member Reporting:  Meredith Stewart 
 
Purpose: ___ Action 
 ___ Information only 
 _X_ Information with possible action 
           
 
Summary Information:   
The Board of Health identified obesity as a top health concern for Orange County 
residents in their 2012-2014 and 2014-2016 Strategic Plans.  A key component of 
addressing obesity, according to the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, is to 
improve the built environment for safe and accessible physical activity and 
transportation. 
 

In Orange County, one of the primary decision-making bodies at the county-level for the 
built environment is the Orange Unified Transportation Board (OUTBoard).  The 
OUTBoard advises the Board of County Commissioners (BOCC), provides information 
and comments on major transportation issues, and provides the BOCC with 
recommendations regarding the overall planning and programming of transportation 
improvements in the County, including to: 

• Identify and prioritize the County's roadway and transit needs along with 
associated costs and specific sources of funding; 

• Assist in development and review of the transportation component of the 
Comprehensive Plan; 

• Provide recommendations to the Board regarding Federal and State legislation 
affecting transportation in Orange County; and 

• Explore and make recommendations on Innovative techniques and methods to 
improve the efficiency and capacity of existing and future transportation systems. 

The OUTBoard meets at 7 PM on the third Wednesday of each month in Hillsborough 
and its current membership can be found here. 

http://www.co.orange.nc.us/boards/indivbd.asp?BoardID=1258144670


A seat on the OUTBoard for the Board of Health would provide a formal opportunity for 
the Board of Health to ensure the inclusion of health considerations in roadway and 
transportation planning and decisions.  Accordingly, seeking a Board of Health seat was 
included as an action step in the 2014-2016 Board of Health strategic plan. 
 
 
Recommended Action: ___Approve 
 ___Approve & forward to Board of Commissioners for action 
 ___Approve & forward to ____________________ 
 ___Accept as information 
 ___Revise & schedule for future action 
 _X_Other (detail):  
 
Staff is requesting the Board to: 
 

1) Direct the staff to pursue a seat on the OUTBoard through the appropriate 
pathway. 

2) Authorize the Chair to make a request on behalf of the Board, as needed. 
3) Identify a board member to serve as the Board of Health representative if the 

OUTBoard seat is approved. 
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