
 

 

Erosion Control & Stormwater Requirements 

For Land Disturbance Activities 

 

FAQs 

 

1) Is single-family residential exempt from Erosion Control & Stormwater requirements? 

 No. The Unified Development Ordinance considers both residential and commercial 
projects as land disturbance.  The only current exemption is land disturbance for 
forestry or bona fide farming.  If there is residential development associated with 
either, that portion will not be exempt and will be reviewed accordingly. 

2) How much can I clear or grade without requiring an Erosion Control Plan, Land 
Disturbance Permit, and/or a Stormwater Management Plan? 

 The following watershed matrix outlines land disturbance thresholds for erosion 
control, stormwater, and nutrient exports for each watershed in the County. 

 Special conditions apply in the following watersheds: 

A. University Lake Watershed / University Lake Critical Area 
B. Cane Creek Watershed / Cane Creek Critical Area 
C. Upper Eno Watershed / Upper Eno Critical Area 

 
The Board of County Commissioners requires Staff to review any proposed 
disturbance in the above noted watersheds due to the proximity of these areas to 
surface waters.  As long as the project is less than the 10,000 square feet erosion 
control threshold, no additional plans need to be submitted.  The building permit 
application will be evaluated and if no issues are noted, a Waiver will be issued for 
the project at no cost.  The applicant will be required to sign the Waiver, 
acknowledging the conditions set forth. 

3) Who should I contact if I have further questions concerning Erosion Control & 
Stormwater requirements in Orange County? 

 Call (919) 245-2587. 



When do I need an erosion control plan, 
land disturbance permit and/or a stormwater 
management plan? 
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When proposed land disturbance exceeds thresholds listed below. 

WATERSHED 
EROSION 
CONTROL 

(OC UDO) 

STORMWATER 
(15A NCAC 02B .0265 Jordan Rules; 

15A NCAC 02B .0277 Falls Rules) 
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Back Creek 20,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 

Haw Creek 20,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 

Cane Creek *10,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 

Cane Creek Critical Area *10,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 

Haw River (protected) 20,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 

Haw River (unprotected) 20,000 21,780 43,560 3.8 1.43 
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Jordan Lake (unprotected) 20,000 21,780 43,560 2.2 0.82 

Jordan Lake (protected) 20,000 21,780 43,560 2.2 0.82 

University Lake *10,000 21,780 43,560 2.2 0.82 

University Lake Critical Area *10,000 21,780 43,560 2.2 0.82 
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Flat River 20,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 

Little River 20,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 

Upper Eno *10,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 

Upper Eno Critical Area *10,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 

Lower Eno (unprotected) 20,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 

Lower Eno (protected) 20,000 12,000 21,780 2.2 0.33 
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Hyco Creek 20,000 NA NA NA NA 

South Hyco Creek 20,000 43,560 43,560 NA NA 

Notes: 

1. Thresholds are listed in square feet 
2. Not part of larger development 
3. Nutrients listed in pounds/acre/year 
4. 43,560 square feet = 1 acre 
5. 21,780 square feet = ½ acre 
6. 10,890 square feet = ¼ acre 

7. Also be aware your site plan may 
be constrained by riparian buffer 
requirements and impervious 
limitations, in addition to typical 
zoning setback requirements. 

*Waiver required 



?k

?ª

?ª

Aæ

?r

I§

I§

K©

!"c$ !"_$

!"_$

!"c$

?o

Ir

Ir

KÊ

Roanoke 
River Basin

Neuse
River Basin

Cape Fear
River Basin

Hyco
Creek

South Hyco
Creek Flat River

Little River

Upper Eno

Back
Creek

Haw
Creek

Lower Eno
(unprotected) Lower Eno

(protected)

Cane Creek

Jordan Lake
(unprotected)

Jordan
Lake

(protected)

University
LakeHaw River

(unprotected)

Haw River
(protected)

Upper
Eno

  Critical
   Area

Cane
Creek

Critical
Area

University
Lake

Critical
Area

Text

West Fork
on the Eno
Reservoir
NPE 643'

Lake Orange
NPE 615'

Cane Creek
Reservoir
NPE 500'

University
Lake

NPE 349'

Seven Mile Creek
NPE 581'

Lake Ben Johnston
NPE 515'

Corporation Lake
NPE 538'

BR
ADSHAW QUARRY RD

OLD GREENSBORO RD

ORANGE GROVE RD

ST MARYS RD

ER
WIN

RD

MT SINAI RD

LITTLE RIVER CHURCH RD

WCAMERONAVEW FRANKLIN ST

ESTES DR

BU
TL

ER
RD

BUCKHORN RD

D AIRYLAND

RD

HOMESTEAD RD

OAKDALE DR

DAM
ASCUS CH URCH RD

W CORNWAL LIS RD

LEBANON RD

OLD DURHAM RD

MI
LL

CR
EE

K R
D

HARMONY CHURCH RD

WEST HILLAVE
N

RALEIGH RD

LITTLE RIVER CHURCH RD

W MAIN ST

EF
RAN

KL
IN

ST

TERRY RD

W  T R YO N  S T

WA
LN

UT
GR

OV
E

CH
UR

CH
RD

GRAY

RD

OLD NC 10

W WEAVER ST

PEARSON RD

SOUTH RD

ODE
TUR NER

RD

HARMONY CHURCH RD

N ESTESDR

NEW HOPE CH
UR

CH

RD

BREEZE RD

WEST TEN RD

WEAVER  DA IRY RD

MILLER RD

I 85
US

70
CONNEC

TO
R

SCHLEY RD

S C
OLU

MBIA 
ST

EBENEZERCHURCHRD

JONES FERRY RD

UN
IVE

RS
ITY

ST
AT

IO
N

R D

MANNING DR

MCDADESTORE RD

FE RG USON

RD

E TRYON ST

CARR STORE RD

DI M
MO

C K
S

MI
LL

RD

DO
DS

ON
S

XR
D S

BOWMAN RD

CO LE MILL RD

BORLAND RD
HARMONY CHURCH RD

HATCH RD

CAR L DURHAM
RD

WEAVER D AIRYRD

S ESTES DR

RALEIGH RD

ARTHUR MINNIS RD

LAWS STORE RD

MT WILLING RD

BORLAND RD

F R
AZ

IER
RD

EBENEZER CHURCH RD

WHITFIELD RD
MATTRESS FACTORY RD

OLD HILLSBOROUGH RD

KENION RD

ALLISON ST

DA VIS
RD

O LD FA YE TT EV ILL ER D

BALDW
IN

RD

SAWMILL RD

HIGHLAND FAR M RD

BACON RD

CA
VI

NE
SS

JO
R D

AN
RD

SAWYER
RD

FO

RDHAM

BLVD

IRA RD

OLDFAYETT EV ILL E
R D

BIL
L P O OL

E
RD

MCKEE RD

EUBANKS RD

MCBROOM
RD

MT ZION CHURCH RD

ORMOND RD
HOLLY RIDGE RD

GOVERNOR SCOTTRD

BACON RD

TEER RD

OLIN RD

PE
N E

CO
ST

RD

KIGER RD

YARBOROUG H RD

HES TER RD

BU

SHY COOK RD

NIC
KS

RD

WILD
CA

T CREEK
RD

VERNON RD

CLAIBORNESRD

ST
AN

FO
RD

RD

W
ILKE RSO N

RD

OLD
NC

86

O LD
N C

8 6

PL
EA

SA
NT G RE

E N
RD

PLEASANT
GREEN

RD

FAUCETTE MILL RD

HILLSBOROUGHRD

HU
RD

LE
M I

LL
S

RD

MT
HE

RM
ON

CH
UR

C H
RD

HUN T R
D

SG
RE

EN
SB

OR
O

S T

CRAWFORDDAIRY
RD

MT WILLING RD

LA
W

R E
NC

ER
D

N NASH ST

SM
ITH

LE
VE

L R
D

EF
LA

ND
CE

D A
R

GR
OV

ER
D

S
CH

UR
TO

N
ST

SA
DD

LE
CL

UB
RD

NEW SHARON CHURCH RD

NE
VI

LL
E 

RD

OAK GROVE CHURCH RD

C H ES
TN

UT
RI

DG
E

CH
UR

CH
RD

ENO

MOUNTAIN RD

WE
AV

ER
 DA

IRY
 RD

TU
RK

EY
FA

R M RD

M
EB

AN
E

OA
K S

RD

BOWDEN

RD

MA
RY

HA
LL

RD
COL EMAN L O O P

ROGERSRD

WH
ITE

CR
OS

SR
D

KE
RL

EY
RD

FRA NK

PER RY
RD

BR
OO

K H
OL

L O
W

RD

HAWKINS RD

MA
RY

 H
AL

L R
D

MEB ANEOAKS RD

ALLISO N
RD

CORBETT RIDGE RD

BROWN RD

WADE
LOOP

C O
LL

IN
S M

O U
NT

AIN
RD

COMPTON
RD

AT
KIN

S R
D

Orange County Watersheds

0 1 2 3 4
Miles

1  inch = 2.75  miles

Orange County Planning & Inspections Department
GIS map prepared by Brian Carson

Projection: State Plane
Datum: North American 1983
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