Chapter 4 - ANIMALS AND ANIMAL CONTROL
Sec. 4-1. - Definitions.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

NOTE: The Unified Ordinance defines “Tethering” as: “To restrain a dog outdoors by means of a
rope, chain, wire or other type of line for holding a dog one end of which is fastened to the dog
and the opposite end of which is connected to a stationary object or to a cable or trolley system.
This does not include walking a dog with a handheld leash.” Sec. 4-1(0) of the Town’s ordinance
defines “Tethering” as “tying out or fastening a dog outdoors on a rope, chain or other type of
line for holding a dog. This shall not include tying out or fastening a dog outdoors on an attended
leash.” Council may want to consider either keeping the Town’s definition in Sec. 4-1 or defining
“tethering” in Sec. 4-5.
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Sec. 4-2. - Office of animal control.

(a) The office of animal control is established by the Town of Chapel Hill. It shall be the duty of the
animal control officer to perform all of the duties incident to the administration and enforcement of
this chapter, and to perform such other duties as by general law or ordinance may be imposed.

(b) The animal control office shall be composed of the animal control officer and such employees as
shall be determined by the town council. The said employees shall be appointed and compensated
in accordance with the personnel ordinance of the town. In lieu of employees, the council may
authorize by contract the assignment of the duties of the animal control office to the Orange County
Animal Society or some other designated agency.

(c) The animal control division shall be charged with the responsibility of:

(1) Enforcement of the town laws, ordinances and resolutions relating to animals or to the care,
custody and control of animals;

(2) Cooperation with and assistance to the county health director in the enforcement of the laws of
the State of North Carolina with regard to animals; vaccination of dogs and cats against rabies;
and to the confinement and leashing of animals. Reference is particularly made to the state
laws as set out and contained in Sections 67-1 to 69-29 and 106-387 of the General Statutes of
North Carolina;

(3) Investigations of reported and observed cruelty or animal abuse with regard to all animals
pursuant to the pertinent provisions of Section 14-360 of the Statutes of North Carolina; and
reported or observed violations of any section of this chapter.

Sec. 4-3. - Animals to be seized humanely; tranquilizing animals; putting animals to death in
attempting to seize.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.
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Sec. 4-4. - Responsibility of custodian of animals.
(a) The custodian of every animal shall be responsible for the care, licensing, vaccination and behavior
of such animal.

(b) The custodian of every animal shall take whatever action(s) is necessary to insure that the animal
not pose a risk to health or safety of the public.

Sec. 4-5. - Cruelty to animals.

(a) Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance. i-shall-be-unlawful-to-commit
4 f | bod | I ion-4-1(6).

(c) It shall be unlawful to allow animals to live in crowded conditions (less than one hundred (100)
square feet of unobstructed area per each animal weighing twenty (20) pounds or under, less than
two hundred (200) square feet of unobstructed area per each animal weighing greater than twenty
(20) pounds).

(d) It shall be unlawful to tether a dog except under the following circumstances:
(1) Tethering for a period not to exceed seven (7) consecutive days while actively engaged in:
(i) Shepherding or herding livestock.

(i) Lawful dog activities such as hunting training and hunting sporting events, field and
obedience training, field or water training, law enforcement training, veterinary treatment
and/or the pursuit of working or competing in these legal endeavors.

(iii) Meeting the requirements of a camping or recreational area.

(2) When participating in recognized exempt activities or when a dog is on an attended leash,
tethered dogs shall be attended by a responsible person and shall be tethered in a manner that
does not cause unjustifiable pain, suffering, or risk of death. Tethers must be made of rope,
twine, cord, or similar material with a swivel on one end or must be made of a chain that is at
least ten (10) feet in length with swivels on both ends and which does not exceed ten (10)
percent of the dog's body weight. All collars or harnesses used for the purpose of tethering a
dog must be made of nylon or leather.

Sec. 4-6. - Penalty for cruelty to animals.
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If any person shall willfully instigate, promote, engage in or do any act toward the furtherance of any

act of cruelty to any animal, he or she shall be guilty of a misdemeanor and be subject to a fine of five
hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for not more than thirty (30) days.

Sec. 4-7. - Abandonment of animals; reporting same.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-8. - Prohibited acts.

It shall be unlawful for any person within the town to do any of the following:

(1) Injure. To injure a cat, dog or other animal by running over or into the same with a motor vehicle
and fail to notify immediately the custodian, animal control officer or the police department.

(2) Sale or gift of animals. To sell, give or cause to be sold or given any dog, cat or other animal
within any area zoned by the town for business. This subsection shall not apply to any business
licensed by the town or State of North Carolina for such purposes.

(38) Use of electric training devices. To use any electric training device which administers a shock to
the animal.

(4) Interference W/th animal control officer. Addressed in Oranqe Countv Unlfled Animal Control
Ordlnance

Sec. 4-9. - Penalty for violation of section 4-8.

(@)

Any town official authorized by the town manager or his/her designated agent may issue to the
known owner or custodian of any animal, or to any other violator, a citation giving notice of the
violation of section 4-8 herein. Citations so issued may be delivered in person or mailed by
registered mail to the person charged if that person cannot be readily found. The citation issued shall
impose upon the custodian or violator a civil penalty of twenty-five dollars ($25.00) for a violation of
section 4-8(1) through 4-8(4) and a civil penalty of one hundred dollars ($100.00) for a violation of
section 4-8(5), which may be paid to the town revenue collector within fourteen (14) days of receipt
in full satisfaction of the assessed civil penalty. This penalty is in addition to any other fees
authorized by this chapter.

In the event that the custodian of the animal or any other violator does not appear in response to the
above described citation or the applicable civil penalty is not paid within the time period prescribed, a
criminal summons may be issued against the custodian of the animal or any other violator for
violation of this chapter and upon conviction the custodian or other violator shall be punished as
provided by state law and be subject to a fine of five hundred dollars ($500.00) or imprisonment for
not more than thirty (30) days.

Sec. 4-10. - Keeping certain animals in town.

(@)

Wild and dangerous animals. 1t shall be unlawful to keep or cause to be kept wild and dangerous
animals as described in section 4-1(j) within the town limits. Wild animals within the town temporarily
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as part of a bona fide circus shall be exempt. Any such animal shall be confined within a secure
building or enclosure or under restraint.

Animals which may pose a risk to the health or safety of the public. The custodian of an animal which
may pose a threat to the public must:

(1) Provide signs, warnings and notifications; and restraints to restrict the access of said animal to
the public.

(2) Provide safe access to those persons who have legal authority to be on the custodian's
property.

Cows, swine, goats, horses, sheep, cattle. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain any
cow, swine, goat, horse, sheep or cattle within the corporate limits of the town on any lot or parcel of
land less than four (4) acres in size, and within one hundred (100) feet of a residence other than that
of the custodian.

Chickens.
(1) No person shall allow his or her chickens to run at large within the corporate limits of the town.

(2) It shall be unlawful for any person to keep more than ten (10) chickens within the corporate
limits of the town.

(3) Chickens must be kept a minimum of thirty (30) feet from the nearest residence other than that
of the owner and may not be kept between the street and a line drawn parallel to the street
facing walls of a residence.

(4) All chicken houses and lots must be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition at all times.

(5) It shall be unlawful to raise chickens for commercial purposes within the corporate limits of the
town.

Noisy fowl. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain on any premises or lot within the
town any rooster, duck, goose or other such bird or fowl that by loud and habitual crowing, quacking
or honking or in any other manner constitutes a public nuisance. Failure to abate such nuisance
within two (2) days after written notice to do so from the town manager shall be unlawful.

Exotic animals. It shall be unlawful for any person to keep or maintain on any premises or lot within
the town any exotic animal, as described in section 4-1(k), that by loud and habitual noise or
offensive odor causes a public nuisance. Failure to abate such nuisance within two (2) days after
written notice to do so from the town manager shall be unlawful. Any exotic animal kept in the town
limits must be provided with adequate shelter, food and water for its species.

Number of dogs. It shall be unlawful to maintain in one household more than four (4) dogs over the
age of three (3) months.

The restrictions in section 4-10(a)(b)(c)(d) shall not apply to animals that are at the office of a
licensed veterinarian for the purpose of obtaining medical treatment. Animals must be in secure
enclosures or under restraint while being transported and while receiving treatment.

Fighting animals. It shall unlawful to own or harbor any animal for the purpose of fighting or training
for fighting.

Animals for which there is no anti-rabies vaccine. It shall be unlawful to keep animals which are
susceptible to rabies and for which there is no anti-rabies vaccine available.

Any animal used for bona fide medical, scientific or educational purposes at the University of North
Carolina shall be exempt from section 4-10 of this chapter.

Cross reference— Zoning districts, uses and dimensional standards, App. A, Art. 3.
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Sec. 4-11. - Sale of baby chicks and rabbits; possession of dyed or painted chicks, ducklings and
rabbits.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-12. - Horses on sidewalks.

No person shall ride or drive a horse or horses upon the sidewalks of the town.

Sec. 4-13. - Breaking up birds nests, killing or catching young birds prohibited.

The breaking up of bird nests, or the killing or catching of young birds within the corporate limits of
the town is prohibited.

Sec. 4-14. - Certain acts declared public nuisances.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-15. - Penalty for public nuisance.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.




Sec. 4-16. - Vicious animals.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.




Editor's note—

It should be noted that § 2 of Ord. No. 2001-07-02/0O-2, provides, "In determining whether a
criminal summons may be issued for a violation after an animal once previously has been
declared vicious upon payment of a citation or conviction of the custodian, only acts
committed after the effective date of this ordinance shall be considered. In determining
whether an animal may be destroyed after a conviction of a custodian for a subsequent
violation involving an animal previously declared vicious upon payment of a citation or
conviction of the custodian, only acts committed after the effective date of this ordinance
shall be considered."

Sec. 4-17. - License tags required; issuance; fees.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.
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Sec. 4-18. - Rabies control.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-19. - Impounding animals.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.
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Sec. 4-20. - Redemption procedures.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-21. - Records.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.

Sec. 4-22. - State and federal laws.

Addressed in Orange County Unified Animal Control Ordinance.
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