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May$26,$2017$
$
Mr.$Michael$Harvey$
Current$Planning$Supervisor$
Orange$County$
$
$
Mr.$Harvey,$
$
Thank$you$for$your$letter$dated$May$15,$2017$notifying$me$about$reports$concerning$a$wedding$
event$held$at$Wild$Flora$Farm$on$May$7,$2017.$$The$primary$concerns$conveyed$in$those$reports$
were$apparently$related$to$noise$complaints$and$the$event$hours.$
$
As$noted$in$your$letter,$the$Sheriff’s$department$investigated$and$determined$no$noise$
ordinance$violation$had$occurred.$In$fact,$the$Sheriff’s$report$(attached)$expressly$states$that$
the$responding$Deputy$attempted$to$take$a$noise$level$reading,$but$the$sound$meter$did$not$
register$any$noise.$
$
With$respect$to$event$hours,$our$Rural$Special$Event$Permit$allowed$for$the$May$7,$2017$event$
to$operate$up$to$11:00pm$and$we$complied$with$that$requirement.$The$caterers$started$
breaking$down$the$food$service$by$10:30.$The$band$played$their$last$song$at$or$around$10:45pm$
or$10:50pm.$The$bride$and$groom$were$sent$off$just$before$11:00pm.$The$event$was$over$at$
11:00pm.$The$last$shuttle$back$to$Chapel$Hill$left$shortly$thereafter,$as$did$all$those$who$drove$
themselves.$By$approximately$11:15pm,$all$guests$had$left$the$property,$while$the$caterers$and$
band$completed$their$breakXdown.$The$band$and$caterers$departed$around$11:30pm$to$
11:40pm.$I$was$present$during$their$breakXdown$and$can$confirm$that$there$were$no$undue$
noises$made$in$this$process.$For$example,$there$is$no$dumpster$on$the$property.$I$was$the$last$
person$on$the$property$and$left$around$11:50pm.$$It$should$also$be$noted$that$by$10:30pm,$a$
significant$portion$of$the$guests$had$already$left$the$event.$$$
$
Thank$you$for$the$opportunity$to$clarify$these$points.$We$will$continue$to$work$with$the$County$
to$ensure$that$our$events$meet$the$terms$of$the$permit.$If$you$would$like$any$additional$
information$about$the$May$7,$2017$event,$please$let$me$know.$
$
Yours$truly,$
$
$
Kara$Brewer$
$
$
$







Petesch Law 
127 W. Hargett St., Ste 500  Raleigh, NC 27601 

T: 919-747-8611  F: 888-848-9605 
E: andy@peteschlaw.com 

VIA EMAIL 

 

July 27, 2017 

 
Michael Harvey 
Current Planning Supervisor 
Orange County 
P.O. Box 8181 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
mharvey@orangecountync.gov 
 

Re: July 19, 2017 Educational Workshop Event 

Mr. Harvey: 
 
I am writing to provide information regarding the educational workshop event held at Wild 
Flora Farm on Wednesday, July 19, 2017 from approximately 6:30pm to 9:30pm. 
 
My understanding is that this event was organized by Mayne Pharma US based in Raleigh, 
NC, and Wild Flora Farm was specifically selected because they wanted to provide their 
attendees with an experiential education outing on a North Carolina farm. 
 
Approximately forty guests arrived at or around 6:30pm by shuttle.  Mrs. Brewer lead farm 
tours to the apiary and around the flower fields in groups of about ten until a light, catered 
dinner was served at or around 8:00pm.  During dinner, Mrs. Brewer gave presentations to 
each table on bees and the observational bee hive installed in the barn wall.  Counting time 
for Q&A and honey tastings, she spent between 10-20 minutes with each table.     
 
In addition to learning about the various ornamental flowers grown on the farm, guests were 
able to enjoy their beauty during dinner as decorative arrangements were provided by Wild 
Flora Farms at each table.  Those arrangements were comprised of flowers grown right 
there on the farm, except for the dahlias.  The dahlias at Wild Flora Farm had not yet 
bloomed, so they were sourced from another local farm about five miles away. 
 
The guests left by shuttle, which had departed the property by 9:45pm.  Caterers and 
support staff were gone shortly after 10:00pm. 
 
I have included several imaged from the event in support of this letter response: 
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Guests at the July 19, 2017 educational workshop learned about beekeeping and local 
flower farming.  Per the BOA’s April 4, 2017 Order, such activities are exempt from zoning 
compliance. 
 
Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions or need any additional 
information. 

Yours truly, 

 
Andrew J. Petesch 
 
enclosures 
 
cc: James Bryan, Assistant County Attorney (by email) 
 Kara Brewer     (by email) 



Petesch Law 
127 W. Hargett St., Ste 500  Raleigh, NC 27601 

T: 919-747-8611  F: 888-848-9605 
E: andy@peteschlaw.com 

VIA EMAIL 

 

June 27, 2017 

 
Michael Harvey 
Current Planning Supervisor 
Orange County 
P.O. Box 8181 
Hillsborough, NC 27278 
mharvey@orangecountync.gov 
 

Re: June 24, 2017 Educational Workshop Event 

Mr. Harvey: 
 
I am writing to provide information regarding the educational workshop event held at Wild Flora 
Farm on June 24, 2017 from approximately 12:00pm to 2:00pm. 
 
The event featured a book launch by a local writer as an anchor to host a variety of educational 
workshops conducted by Wild Flora Farm staff, including: 
 

o Bee Education Learning Center – offered honey tastings, unveiling of the Farm’s 
observational hive installed in the barn, lessons on the internal functioning of the 
hive, and pollinator garden walks.  It is notable that last week was National 
Pollinator Week (http://pollinator.org/pollinatorweek). 

o Floral Corsage Making – using flowers and greenery from Wild Flora Farm’s 
fields as well as another local flower farm, participants learned about local flower 
identification and flower arranging. 

o Sempervivum (Succulent) Potting Station – succulents are especially fun for kids 
to grow, as they produce many offsets that can be easily replanted. 

 
The book itself is deeply connected to agriculture.  Titled Cultivate What Matters, the book is 
 

[w]ritten as part encouragement anthem and part practical guide, Cultivate offers 
wisdom from God’s Word alongside lessons Lara has learned in her garden. 
Woven throughout is her personal story that helps release readers from the 
pressure to achieve and gives them freedom to move from planning to planting a 
meaningful legacy. “It’s in the imperfect—the mess of the dirt—that good things 
grow,” Casey reminds readers. “Peonies grow through the dirt, and so do we.” 
Readers will learn to embrace the season they’re in, finding balance as they 
interact in fresh ways with their current life scenarios, with God, and in the 
communities where they are planted. 

 
https://smile.amazon.com/Cultivate-Grace-Filled-Guide-Growing-Intentional-
ebook/dp/B01CXE9L8W/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498586327&sr=8-
1&keywords=cultivate+what+matters 
 
 

http://pollinator.org/pollinatorweek
https://smile.amazon.com/Cultivate-Grace-Filled-Guide-Growing-Intentional-ebook/dp/B01CXE9L8W/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498586327&sr=8-1&keywords=cultivate+what+matters
https://smile.amazon.com/Cultivate-Grace-Filled-Guide-Growing-Intentional-ebook/dp/B01CXE9L8W/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498586327&sr=8-1&keywords=cultivate+what+matters
https://smile.amazon.com/Cultivate-Grace-Filled-Guide-Growing-Intentional-ebook/dp/B01CXE9L8W/ref=sr_1_1?ie=UTF8&qid=1498586327&sr=8-1&keywords=cultivate+what+matters
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Lara Casey authored a motivational/live-your-best-life book strongly rooted in faith, which uses 
gardening as the main theme throughout the book.  While Lara Casey is also founder of 
Southern Weddings Magazine, weddings were not a focus or formal part of the event in any 
way.  Her staff thought Wild Flora Farm would be the perfect place to host the book launch 
because of the Farm’s ability to provide educational workshops and create learning centers for 
attendees (including the many kids in attendance). 
 
Combining a book that connects lessons learned from gardening and growing plants to life 
strategies with the Wild Flora Farm’s agricultural activities provided an enriching and 
educational experience for the attendees.  Approximately 50-60 people, including staff, were 
present. 
 
Lemonade and Italian ice were provided.  A musician played acoustic guitar inside the barn for 
approximately one hour during the event.  Decorative flower arrangements used at the event 
were provided by Wild Flora Farms. 
 
Please contact me at your convenience if you have any questions or need any additional 
information. 

Yours truly, 

 

Andrew J. Petesch 

 
enclosures 
 
cc: James Bryan, Assistant County Attorney (by email) 
 Kara Brewer     (by email) 
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