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RALEIGH, N.C. (WNCN) — Public health experts hope new numbers from the state
will help solve one of the lingering problems of the COVID-19 pandemic — those
specific testing deserts, where not enough people are getting tested.
https://www.cbs17.com/news/north-carolina-news/is-your-county-doing-enough-covid-testing/
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The state Department of Health and Human Services earlier this month began

69°
releasing testing figures for each county — not just the state as a whole.

“We’re at a stage in the pandemic where understanding transmission in our localized
communities is very, very important,” said Dr. Pia MacDonald, an epidemiologist at
RTI International.
DHHS is posting the rolling two-week total of tests for each county, along with its
percent positive.
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Hayley Young, the data office director at DHHS, said the reason it took so long to
make those numbers available publicly had to do with each county’s percent
https://www.cbs17.com/news/north-carolina-news/is-your-county-doing-enough-covid-testing/
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positive.

69°
She said that number previously was based on each day’s count of tests — and the
state’s sparsely populated counties sometimes didn’t do enough of them to be
statistically reliable.
“So we have been working hard to come up with a metric that would allow people to
really have a better understanding of what the trends looked like,” she said.
She said basing them instead on two weeks’ worth of tests “means is you just have
higher testing volumes, and you can really get a better idea of what those trends —
you know, increasing, decreasing, whatever the case may be — what that looks like
over time.”
Now that we have those numbers, what should we look for?
MacDonald says those deserts tend to be places where testing levels are flat but the
percent positive is high.
“If I’m seeing stagnant testing as in the same numbers every week, week over week,
and the high percent positive consistent, that means that access to testing is very
limited,” she said.
It looks like Orange County is doing the best.
Over the past two weeks, that county has done the second-highest number of tests
per capita at 1,264 for every 10,000 people. And only 3.1 percent of those tests have
come back positive — best in the state.
At the other end of the spectrum, many of the worst spots are in the western
mountains. Those areas are doing some of the least testing per capita, have the
highest percent positive — or both.
In Clay County, for example, more than 30 percent of tests were positive. Swain
County, meanwhile, did just 225 tests for every 10,000 people — the fewest in the
state, and nearly six times fewer than Orange County.
https://www.cbs17.com/news/north-carolina-news/is-your-county-doing-enough-covid-testing/
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MacDonald says the issue appears to be access to tests.

69°
“In rural areas, it can be particularly hard to set up these sites where people can
access them, and in ways they can access them,” MacDonald said.
CBS 17’s Joedy McCreary has been tracking COVID-19 figures since
March 2020, compiling data from federal, state and local sources to
deliver a clear snapshot of what the coronavirus situation looks like now
and what it could look like in the future.
Copyright 2021 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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Orange County school leaders reverse sporting event two-spectator rule, keep mask requirement | CBS 17
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HILLSBOROUGH, N.C. (WNCN) — Student-athletes in Orange County can now have
more fans at their games.
https://www.cbs17.com/news/local-news/orange-county-news/orange-county-school-leaders-reverse-sporting-event-two-spectator-rule-keep-mask-re…
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The Orange County school board voted in favor of the district’s new

71°
recommendation Monday night, overturning a two-spectator rule.

Protest held outside football game about stricter COVID-19 rules in Orange
County →
The board approved an up to 50-percent fan capacity rule for sporting events. There
needs to be enough room for six feet of social distancing between people from
separate households.
ADVERTISING

According to the district, each school could have its own rules on how many guests
an athlete can have, and if tickets can open up to the public. It all depends on the
venue size.
The two-spectator rule was a hot topic amongst parents Monday evening.
“When my son plays soccer, my husband and I cannot both attend since our younger
daughter would be over the limit, so our own family can’t even be together at a
soccer game to support our son,” said one parent during public comment.

https://www.cbs17.com/news/local-news/orange-county-news/orange-county-school-leaders-reverse-sporting-event-two-spectator-rule-keep-mask-re…
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Jonathan Weisenfeld has a middle and high schooler who runs cross-country and

71°
said he is in favor of the COVID protocols until vaccination rates go up and COVID
transmission goes down.
“It hasn’t been a big deal, it causes a little bit of a problem when let’s say me, my
wife, and my daughter want to go to see my son run, only two of us can go, but I
completely understand why they’re doing it,” he said.

Duke Health worker speaks out after she’s placed on leave for not getting
COVID-19 vaccine →
The board also voted for mask requirements for fans to continue, and for no
concessions to be allowed at games.
One board member proposed allowing concessions at outdoor events, but it did not
pass.
Prior to the vote, the board received an update from the Orange County Health
Department who said the county transmission rate is still considered high.
The district said they’re in a better place than they were two weeks ago, and that the
two high schools have about a 70% student-athlete vaccination rate.
The district said it will bring recommendations to the board every 14-21 days, or at
least every month.
Copyright 2021 Nexstar Media Inc. All rights reserved. This material may not be published, broadcast, rewritten, or redistributed.
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For months, Orange County has led North Carolina’s
other counties in COVID-19 vaccination rate. While it still
does, its lead against other counties just saw a
significant decrease.
https://chapelboro.com/news/coronavirus-covid-19/orange-countys-covid-19-vaccination-rate-just-decreased-why-is-that
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What caused this? The state Department of Health and
Human Services says it is due to a recent correction in
its presentation of data.
NCDHHS released a statement on Friday sharing it
updated all 100 counties’ COVID-19 vaccination rates
displayed on the department’s website. It said the data,
which had been provided in part by the federal Centers
for Disease Control, has been incorrectly listed until
now.
“As part of its regular data quality review, NCDHHS
discovered a vaccination report from the CDC was
based on county of administration,” said Friday’s press
release. “All other vaccine data is by county of
residence. North Carolina was the first state to raise the
issue to the CDC as most other states are not providing
this level of data on their public dashboards.”
As a result, the listed “percent of population fully
vaccinated” against COVID-19 for Orange County
decreased from nearly 80 percent to now 69 percent.
That accurate rate still leads North Carolina counties,
but now drops Orange closer to second-place Dare
County, who saw its vaccination rate remain at 66
percent.
A high rate of shots administered in Orange County
compared to its total population does make sense when
examining the daily travel in the region. Orange County
is a well-documented commuter county, meaning many
people who work in the county do not live there.
Similarly, many Orange County residents also travel to
work in nearby counties. Groups like Carolina
Demography and the Chamber for a Greater Chapel
Hill-Carrboro have each recently presented data to
confirm this.
The Orange County Health Department shared a
statement with 97.9 The Hill reflecting on the recent
changes to the county’s vaccination rates.
https://chapelboro.com/news/coronavirus-covid-19/orange-countys-covid-19-vaccination-rate-just-decreased-why-is-that
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“Throughout the pandemic we have learned that we are
all connected and the coronavirus does not care about
county lines, or any other border,” the statement read.
“It just looks for a host to infect. When our numbers
were presumably as high as 80 percent we always knew
we had more work to do and could not be complacent.
Cases were still coming in and hospitals were still busy.
Our high vaccination rate cannot be celebrated until all
the counties in North Carolina, states in the U.S. and
countries in the world have an equally high vaccine rate.
That is what it will take to end COVID-19. As for the
NCDHHS, we are grateful they are working hard to track
this data and are transparent when an error has been
made.”
While its nearly 11 percentage point drop is one of the
steepest seen from the updated NCDHHS data, Orange
County was not the county that saw the biggest shifts.
Hoke County saw its previous rate of vaccinated
population decrease from 47 percent to 29 percent, a
change in 18 percentage points. Swain County saw the
biggest increase in vaccination rate due to the update,
with their previously listed rate of 36 percent now rising
to nearly 48 percent.
Despite its high vaccination rate against the
coronavirus, the Centers for Disease Control still lists
Orange County in its “critical spread” range for COVID19, a designation the county has held since August due
to the presence of COVID-19’s delta variant.
The state Department of Health and Human Services
acknowledged how crucial having accurate and
reflective data is for North Carolina to continue its
recovery from COVID-19.
“Throughout the pandemic,” said Friday’s release,
“NCDHHS has worked to improve data accuracy and
transparency in its reporting. The information on the
data dashboard is used to promote equity, track
progress and guide decision-making. Having the most
accurate information available is important so local and

https://chapelboro.com/news/coronavirus-covid-19/orange-countys-covid-19-vaccination-rate-just-decreased-why-is-that
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accurate information available is important so local and
state leaders have the data needed to inform decisionmaking.”

NCDHHS also announced it will now be including
reinfections of COVID-19 into its positive case counts for
the state. Reinfection data will not be added
retroactively, according to the department. As of
Sunday, North Carolina’s total positive COVID-19 cases
of the pandemic surpass 1,400,000.
Read the full announcement from the North Carolina
Department of Health and Human Services here. For
up-to-date coronavirus data for the state, visit the
department’s COVID-19 Dashboard.
Chapelboro.com does not charge subscription fees. You
can support local journalism and our mission to serve
the community. Contribute today – every single dollar
matters.
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Twelve people incarcerated at the Orange County jail have tested positive for COVID19, the Orange County Sheriff’s Office said Monday.
Two staff members also are out after testing positive, according to Sheriff’s Office
spokewoman Alicia Stemper.
The outbreak is similar to what’s being reported by jails and prisons across the state,
Chief Deputy Jamison Sykes said.
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“Despite our best efforts, we are also experiencing this increase in our facility,” Sykes
said in a news release. “We are working with the Orange County Health Department
and with medical staff from Southern Health Partners to monitor infected people for
any increasing medical needs. Thus far, everyone who tested positive has been
managed safely within the facility.”
The jail gives inmates an opportunity to be vaccinated every month. Inmates who
test positive are being housed apart from the general population in an area that has
been equipped with HEPA air filtration systems, officials said. The jail has three
areas set aside for infected inmates, including one that is housing eight inmates who
previously shared a detention pod, Stemper said.
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Roughly 70% of the Sheriff’s Office employees are vaccinated, Stemper said.
Fourteen people took advantage of the most recent vaccination clinic, she added. The
deputies do not ask for someone’s vaccination status when they are being admitted
to the jail.
Deputies traced the latest outbreak to an inmate who did not have COVID-19
symptoms and received a negative result on a rapid test when he entered the jail,
officials said.
The inmate later reported not feeling well, was retested and isolated in a single cell.
Those with whom he had contact were tested on Friday, and the results began
arriving Monday morning, they said.
Detention center officers are taking extra precautions, such as changing their gloves
and other personal protective gear before moving from one section of the jail to
another, officials said. The jail staff also is continuing its “enhanced cleaning and
sanitation procedures” that were implemented in March 2020.
Sheriff’s officials noted that the jail’s population has increased from last year, when
many people awaiting trial on non-violent charges were released or diverted from
the detention center. The jail currently holds 109 inmates, they said, up from 60 on
Oct. 4, 2020.
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“As case counts in the community increased and more people were ordered into the
facility, an outbreak such as the current one become more likely,” officials said.
There were 17,096 cases and 64 outbreaks reported in correctional facilities around
the state on Sept. 30, according to the N.C. Department of Health and Human
Services.
The state reported last week that eight staff members have tested positive in the
Durham County Detention Center, and 14 staff members and 25 inmates have tested
positive in the Wake County Detention Center. Orange County’s jail had a smaller
outbreak in August 2020, Stemper said.
Orange County has reported 206 positive cases — or 13.9 cases per 10,000 people —
in the last seven days, according to the health department’s online dashboard.
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Calling Chapel Hill, Carrboro and Hillsborough readers! We've launched The Orange Report, a free weekly
digest of some of the top stories for and about Orange County published in The News & Observer and The
Herald-Sun. Get your newsletter delivered straight to your inbox every Thursday at 11 a.m. featuring links to
stories by our local journalists. Sign up for our newsletter here. For even more Orange-focused news and
conversation, join our Facebook group "Chapel Hill Carrboro Chat."
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