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Orange County Health Department Dental Clinic Advances Oral Health of 
Underserved Children with Grant from Delta Dental Foundation  

 
Hillsborough, NC (February 4, 2016) – Orange County Health Department’s Dental Clinic received a 
$1,500 Smiles for Kids grant from the Delta Dental Foundation that will help the Clinic promote its 
services to local pediatric practices and Orange County schools with the highest Free and Reduced Lunch 
Programs. 
 
The clinic serves the most vulnerable population in Orange County: children whose parents are of low-
income and are uninsured. Through collaboration with pediatricians and screening initiatives, the Clinic 
will provide preventive oral health services. 
 
“We are grateful for the continued support of Delta Dental. This grant will allow us to serve more 
children with fluoride varnish application, sealants, and oral health screenings through our partnership 
with the Orange County School System,” said Dr. Michael Day, Dental Director. 
 
The Delta Dental Foundation focuses on ensuring children and adults in North Carolina receive high-
quality oral health education and dental care. The Orange County grant is one of 17 grants totaling 
$40,000 awarded to North Carolina nonprofits providing oral health programs. Grant recipients were 
selected based on criteria that included the number of at-risk children served, the uniqueness of the 
program, the level of community involvement in the program and the ability to measure results. 
 
“Many communities across North Carolina face challenges with providing all children in need of oral 
health care with the services they require,” Delta Dental of North Carolina CEO Curtis Ladig said. “The 
Smiles for Kids program helps organizations like Orange County Health Department’s Dental Clinic 
address that need and close the gap between those with access and those without.” 
 
About Orange County Health Department Dental Clinic 
Having healthy teeth and gums is an important part of overall good health. At the Orange County Health 
Department’s Dental Clinic, we not only take care of routine dental needs, we also help individuals and 
families establish good dental habits that will last a lifetime.  
 
About Delta Dental of North Carolina  
Delta Dental of North Carolina is a nonprofit dental service corporation created in 1970 to provide 
dental benefits throughout the state. Its mission is to improve the oral health of the communities it 
serves. It does so by providing affordable access to oral health care with the largest network of providers 



(over 64%) in North Carolina. The Delta Dental Foundation, which is the philanthropic arm of Delta 
Dental of Michigan, Ohio, Indiana and North Carolina, actively supports dental education and the 
improvement of oral health through scholarships, charitable activities and grant making, which includes 
the Smile for Kids program. 
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