
AGENDA 
 

Orange County Commission for the Environment   
March 9th, 2020 

7:30 p.m. 
 

Southern Human Services Center, 2501 Homestead Road, Chapel Hill 

Time Item Title 
   

7:30 I. Call to Order  
   

7:32 II. Additions or Changes to Agenda  
   

7:34 III. Approval of Draft Minutes – February 10th, 2020                                                                                                  
  The CFE will consider approval of minutes from the last meeting. Action needed (Attachment 1) 

   

7:35 IV. CFE Activities - 2020 
  The CFE will discuss current activities. 
   

7:45 V. Eno-New Hope Landscape Conservation Plan 

  
Steering Committee members from the Eno-New Hope Landscape Conservation Group will 
present results and recommendations of the Eno-New Hope Landscape Conservation Plan with a 
focus on Orange County.  

   

8:10 VI. Climate Action Tax 
  Brennan Bouma will provide an update to the CFE on the current status of approving the Climate 

Action Tax projects. 
   

8:20 VII. Upper Neuse River Basin Association (UNRBA) Falls Lake 
Regulatory Forum 

  
Wesley Poole will provide an update to the CFE on UNRBA’s recent Falls Lake Regulatory Forum 
that was held in Durham on February 12, 2020. (Attachment 2) 

   

8:30 VIII. Committee Meetings 
  CFE Committees will break out for discussion. 
   

8:50 IX. Updates and Information Items 

  
Staff and/or CFE members will provide updates on the following items: 

• Earth Evening - April 24th, 2020 6 - 8pm 
Any other new information from CFE members and staff 

   

9:00 X. Adjournment 
   

• * Next Meeting:  April 13th, 2020 @ West Campus Office 
Building, Room 302, 131 West Margaret Lane, Hillsborough  

   
   
   

 



CFE Activities – 2020 
 

 
Item Committee/Person(s) 

Responsible 
Next 
Steps 

Fast Facts for a Greener 
Orange 

B. Bouma Bouma presented first four tips structured from SOE 
report.  Working with an intern to create a full list 
from the 2019 SOE.  Will be posted to CFE 
Facebook page and Twitter forums. 

Rights-of-Way 
Subcommittee 

B. Saul Subcommittee formation approved by CfE at 
January meeting. 

Review and update of 
Forest Management 
Policy  

Land Resources Ongoing review by committee and staff. 

Greenhouse Gas 
Emissions Inventory 

B. Ward 
B. Bouma 

Complete!  Posted to Orange County Sustainability 
Website. 

Climate Action Plan B. Ward 
B. Bouma 

Initial work has begun to lay out scope and format.  
With GHG Inventory completion and successful 
application for LEED for Cities and Communities 
Grant, planning can begin in earnest.  Seeing CFE 
assistance in climate action generation and 
community engagement. 

Carbon Fee & Dividend / 
Fossil Fuel Divestment 
resolution(s) 

B. Ward 
A. Parry 

Review again in Fall 2020. 

Landscape corridor 
planning 

Land resources Presentation tonight! 

Idling Campaign B. Bouma  

Right of Nature K. Piracci Group of CfE members to meet and discuss. 

Coordination with 
Planning Dept 

  

 
Recent Achievements 

• The State of the Environment is complete! 
• We helped to host the 2019 Environmental Summit. 
• Hosted ecostudio UNC student Kerina Patel researching the successes of the rural 

buffer 
• BOCC unanimously passed our “Best Practices on Roadsides and Rights-of-Way” 

resolution 



• CFE mentioned by County leaders several times during recent Our Climate Resolutions
event in Chapel Hill

CFE Meeting Ground Rules (Adopted 9/12/11) 
1. Keep to agenda topic under discussion
2. Share relevant information
3. One person speaks at a time after recognition by the Chair
4. Everyone is invited to participate in discussions - no one person should dominate discussions
5. Strive to reach consensus first before voting



Orange County Commission for the Environment 

DRAFT Meeting Summary 
February 10, 2020; 7:30 pm 

West Campus Office Building, Room 302, 131 West Margaret Lane, Hillsborough 

Page 1 of 2 

Present: Bradley Saul (Chair), Bill Ward, James Eichel, Jody Eimers, Laura Doherty, Kim 
Piracci, Alan Parry, Jeremy Marzuola, Carrie Fletcher 

Absent: Lynne Gronback 

Staff: Brennan Bouma, Chris Hirni, Wesley Poole

I. Call to Order
Saul called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm.

II. Additions or Changes to Agenda
Saul requested to insert Piracci’s presentation of draft proposed ordinance concerning
rights of nature as Item VII.

III. Approval of Draft Minutes from January 13th, 2020
Motion by Ward; seconded by Fletcher; none opposed; motion passed.

IV. CFE Activities – 2020
CFE discussed current activities with a brief status update for each item.

V. Presentation – Environmental Justice
Bouma presented on topic by sharing slides from Orange County Employee Training
along with TED talk video about the danger of a single story.  Group activity highlighted
how people benefit from a clean, green environment.  Closed with note that the CHJI
plans to do an environmental justice timeline and asked how CFE might contribute.

VI. Greene Tract - Update
Hirni provided an update on the Greene Tract and discussed the 2020 Greene Tract
Resolution & Environmental Assessment Interlocal Agreement.  Explained that DEAPR
had not been that involved to date, but will be so in the future due to the proposed 60
acres Headwaters Preserve within the tract.

VII. Draft Proposed Ordinance – Rights of Nature
Piracci presented a draft proposed ordinance concerning rights of nature that
environmental attorney, Linda Wendling, had put together.  Saul asked Piracci to keep
researching the topic and report back to the CFE.

VIII. Committee Meetings
CFE Committees met to discuss initiatives / projects.

Attachment 1



Orange County Commission for the Environment 

DRAFT Meeting Summary 
February 10, 2020; 7:30 pm 

West Campus Office Building, Room 302, 131 West Margaret Lane, Hillsborough 

Page 2 of 2 

IX. Updates and Information Items
Saul notified CFE that Parry, Fletcher and Ward had been recommended for
reappointment and four of the remaining five CFE vacancies had been recommended for
appointment.  Recommendations were as follows:  Francis Binkowski to position #2 (Air
Quality), Kim Livingston to position #3 (At-Large, formerly Land Resources), Elizabeth
McWhorter to position #5 (Water Resources) and Jaya Nair to position #7 (At-Large).
One vacancy will remain for an At-Large position.  Saul reminded CFE members of
attendance requirements moving forward.  CFE briefly discussed Earth Evening
involvement coming up on Friday, April 24 from 6-8pm.

X. Adjournment
Fletcher motioned to adjourn the meeting at 9:07 pm; seconded by Parry; none opposed;
motion passed.
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