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From: Greg Wilder
To: David Hunt
Subject: FW: Responses to Commissioner Gordon"s questions re: item 7-a Whitted Building
Date: Tuesday, May 07, 2013 9:25:10 AM


 
 


From: Michael Talbert 
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 4:08 PM
To: Alice Gordon 2 (Gordon.alice@gmail.com); Barry Jacobs; Bernadette Pelissier; Earl McKee; Mark
Dorosin; Penny Rich; Renee Price
Cc: Frank Clifton; Donna Baker; Clarence Grier; Greg Wilder
Subject: FW: Responses to Commissioner Gordon's questions re: item 7-a Whitted Building
 
Commissioner Gordon,
 
Below are answers to your questions concerning agenda item 7a
From Jeff Thompson
 
Michael Talbert
 
-----Original Message-----
From: Alice Gordon [mailto:gordon.alice@gmail.com]
Sent: Monday, May 06, 2013 10:01 AM
To: Barry Jacobs; Bernadette Pelissier; Earl McKee; gordon.alice@gmail.com; Alice Gordon; Mark
Dorosin; Penny Rich; Donna Baker; Frank Clifton; Greg Wilder; Michael Talbert; John Roberts;
Clarence Grier
Subject: Questions and comments - Agenda item 7a
 
Questions/ Comments Item 7a - Whitted Building
 
A.  What is the estimated cost of each of the three options for Orange County Government, when
priced separately?  In the packet we just have a range of costs.  Also, it is noted on page 2 that "all
these enhancements fully accommodate the most intense meeting use." 
 
The cost of the base meeting room design, including mechanical, electrical, plumbing, elevator,
parking, interior up-fit (including the dais architectural millwork), audio-visual components,
acoustic treatment, information technology, and meeting room furniture is estimated at $1.2
million to $1.4 million.
 
Concept 1  - $1.2 million to $1.3 million:  a standard meeting layout audience seating for 130,
including multi-purposed pre-function areas, and a separate Board executive session meeting
room.
 
Concept 2 –  $1.2 million to $1.35 million: a large performance alternative layout audience
seating for 286 with the same features as the before-mentioned layout, including the additional
seating.  The depicted additional staging is excluded.
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Concept 3  -- $1.3 million to $1.4 million:  a standard meeting layout (audience seating for 162),
accompanied by a Board executive meeting room, and administrative office space for 20
individuals.
 
Although the maximum floor capacity is 286 individuals, any costs associated with OCCC type
activities (additional staging, additional theatrical lighting, scaffolding, etc.) depicted in concept 2
would be the burden of the OCCC group and are not included in these cost ranges.
 
B.  Is the design work starting before September 5 (or whatever date the BOCC considers approval
of the OCCC proposed Operating Agreement)?
 
Yes, for the base meeting room design.  The designer would commence schematic design and
engineering phases for the full 15 fixture restroom infrastructure, site work, parking
improvements, ADA improvements, meeting room audio visual needs, dais, etc. immediately
upon approval of the professional services agreement amendment on May 7th.   These designs
would be presented to the BOCC for approval and authorization to move to buildable
construction document preparation during the proposed September 5th BOCC meeting. 
Additional design needs affiliated with the proposed Operating Agreement would need to be
approved by the BOCC during the Sept 5th meeting.  The design and construction funding for


these additional elements would need to be ensured by the OCCC at the Sept 5th meeting as
well.
 
 
On page 3, item 3 under Recommendations, what does "in conjunction with preparation of project
construction documents" mean?  Does it mean construction documents will be authorized to be
prepared on September 5, or does it means that completed construction documents will be
presented at the meeting, or something else?
 
If the BOCC authorizes to move forward with the recommendation on May 7th, the designer will
begin preparing the schematic design documents to be presented for review and approval by the
BOCC on Sept 5th.  These schematic documents are the more general documents designed to
communicate what a user will see within the built environment, prior to the preparation of the
full, technical set of buildable construction documents that would need to be prepared for
competitive bidding purposes.   The contemplated decision on Sept 5th would be to approved
the schematic design documents and authorize the designer to develop buildable construction
documents and to bid the project during the fall of 2013.
 
C. When will the BOCC see the proposed OCCC business plan?
 


The business plan has been forwarded to the BOCC electronically as of the afternoon of May 6th. 
 
 
D.  Can this meeting facility be designed to be a high quality meeting facility for the public and BOCC,
with the characteristics listed below?  How will that be accomplished for each of the BOCC meeting







room options?
1.  Curved dais, so BOCC members can see each other? 
2.  Dais with permanent microphones and electrical connections for computers?
3.  Good acoustical quality in this relatively large space?
4.  Display screens placed so all BOCC members and members of the public can see them?
 
Note:  At the Southern Human Services Center, the quality of the audiovisual system was somewhat
compromised in order to make the BOCC meeting room a multipurpose facility.
 
All of the below features are possible and are contemplated within the budget parameters.   The
design intent is to deliver an optimal government meeting facility without any compromise or
sacrifice for a multi-purpose facility for potential use by the OCCC.
 
Thank you in advance for your responses.
 
 
Jeff Thompson
Asset Management Services Director
Orange County Government
131 W. Margaret Lane, PO Box 8181
Hillsborough, NC  27278
919-245-2625 (office)
919-245-2658 (direct)
919-201-0192 (cell)
jethompson@orangecountync.gov
www.orangecountync.gov
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